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STATE OF THE SKILLED Lasour MARKET. 


- The following memorandum has been prepared by the Labour 
Department of the Board of Trade for the “Board of Trade 
Journal,” and also (with additions) for the “ Labour Gazette ” :— 

Most important industries continue to show an improvement in 
the state of employment, both compared with last month and with 
February 1895, at which period, however, outdoor work was 
much affected by the long frost. “an 

In the 106 trade unions, with an aggregate membership of 
409,102 makiug returns, 16,315 (or 4:0 per cent.) are reported 
as unemployed at the end of February, compared with 4°5 per 
cent. in January, and with 79 per cent. in the 84 unions, with a 
membership of 385,594, from which returns were received for 
February 1895. 

Coul Mining—Employment continues good in nearly all 
districts. It shows hardly any change compared with the previous 
month, but is not quite up to the level of February 1895. The 
average number of days worked by 1,064 pits at which 299,437 
workpeople were employed, was 4°91 per week in February as 
compared with 4:94 in January, and 5°00 in February 1895. 
The proportion of unemployed miners in trade unions in 
Northumberland and Durham was 2°0 per cent. of the member- 
ship at the end of the month, the corresponding percentages at 
the end of the previous month and of February 1895 being 
respectively 1:7 and 2°6. 

Tron Mining.—Employment in this industry again shows 
improvement. Very nearly full time was worked by most of the 
miners, the general average for February last at the 116 mines 
included in the returns being 5°85 days per week, as compared 
with 5°70 in February 1895 and January 1896. The total number 
employed at these mines was 13,577, or 700 more than a year ago. 

In the Pig Irun Industry the number of furnaces in blast and 
the number of men employed have increased both as compared 
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with January and with a year ago. At the end of February the 
ironmasters making returns had 336 furnaces in blast compared 
with 328 at the end of January, and 314 at the corresponding 
date of last year. The number of workpeople employed at these 
furnaces was 21,424, or 331 more than in January and 1,508 
more than a year ago. 


Employment in Steel Works is considerably better than a year 
ago, the number of workpeople employed in the 95 works from 
which returns have been received being now 30,396 or nearly 10 
per cent. more than in February 1895. Returns from 76 
Puddling Furnaces and Rolling Mills give the number employed 
as 15,835 in the last week of the month, an increase of nearly 3 
per cent. compared with the corresponding period of last year. 


In Tinplate Works, employment is, on the whole, somewhat 
better than in January, but not so good as a year ago. The 
number of mills working in the 88 works included in the returns 
was 319 at the end of February, compared with 305 in. January. 

The improvement in employment in the Engineering and 
kindred tradee has been well maintained, and the percentage of 
unemployed union members has fallen from 4:3 in January to 
3°4 at the end of February, compared with 83 per cent. in 
February 1895. 


The Shipbuilding trades are also better employed, the percentage 
of unemployed union members at the close of the month being 
7°8, compared with 9°1 in January, and 16°3 in February of last 
year (when work was affected by the severe weather). 


Employment is good in the Building trades, the percentage of 
unemployed in unions making returns being only 2°5 compared 
with 3°7 in January. In February 1895, during the frost, the 
corresponding percentage was 10°1. 

Employment in the Furnishing trades has improved, the per- 
centage of unemployed in unions making returns for February 
being 2°6, compared with 5-4 in January, and 8°7 in February 
18965.. 

Employment in the Printing and Bookbinding trades is slightly 
better than in January, but about the same as at this time last 
year. The percentage of unemployed union members is returned 
as 4°9, compared with 5:4 last month, and 4:8 in February 1895. 
Employment in the Paper trade has also slightly improved, and 
the percentage of unemployed union members has fallen from 
3°2 to 2°8. 

Employment in the ready-made Clothing trade continues to 
improve. In the bespoke branch it is still only moderate, but 
with a tendency to improve. ’ 


In the Bout and Shoe trade employment at the principal centres 
is rather slack for the time of year, but in some districts an 
improvement is reported. 


In the Leather trades employment is rather quiet, as is usual 
at this season. The percentage of unemployed in unions making 
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returns is 6*2, compared with 5°4in January, and 6°3 in February 
1895. 


Cotton Spinners are somewhat slack in the Oldham district, 
but continue fully employed at Bolton. Other districts show 
little change. mployment for Cotton Weavers shows some 
improvement. Woolien and Worsted operatives are well employed 
in the principal centres, but there has been some slight falling-off 
in employment in the worsted trade. In the Hosiery trade 
employment is good, except where affected by disputes; and in 
the Sik trade shows very little change. 

As regards the employment of women in the Teztile trades, 
information respecting 475 mills, employing about 88,000 women 
and girls, shows little change, 88 per cent. being in mills giving 
full employment, compared with 87 per cent. among those for 
whom returns were received for January. Employment in cotton 
mills (chiefly weaving) showed some improvement; while the 
woollen and worsted mills are not quite so fully employed as a 
month ago. 


Trade Disputes.— The number of disputes occurring in 
February was 78, as compared with 50 in January, and 55 in 
February 1895. Most of the disputes were unimportant. In 
71 of them 16,391 workpeople were involved, an average of 
231 persons per dispute, as against 160 in the previous month, 
Twenty disputes took place in the mining industry, 16 in the 
building trades, 15 in the textile trades, 6 each in the clothing 
and metal trades, 5 in the engineering and shipbuilding trades, 
and 10 in a miscellaneous group of industries. ‘Ten old disputes, 
involving 891 workpeople, were settled during February, and at 
the end of the month it was known that 24 new and 26 old 
disputes, involving about 9,000 workpeople, were still unsettled. 


Changes in Rates of Wages.—Of the 26,000 workpeople attected 
by changes reported during February 21,000 received increases 
amounting on an average to about 1s. 4d. per week, and 5,000 
sustained decreases averaging about 2s. 8d. per week, the nett 
result of all the changes being an average increase of about 6d. 
per week for the total number of workpeople affected. The 
increases were mainly in the engineering and shipbuilding trades, 
over 12,000 workpeople on the Clyde, Mersey, and Tyne, and at 
Belfast, Barrow, Edinburgh and Leith, and Dundee, having 
received increases varying from 1s. to 2s. 3d. per week. In the 
building trades 2,837 workpeople received increases, including 
an advance of 3d. per hour to over 2,500 joiners in the Glasgow 
district. The decreases reported affected 2,500 miners in Scot- 
land and 1,685 workpeople in the tinplate trade. 
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OFFICIAL ENQUIRY UNDER THE BoILER Expuosions Act. 


A formal investigation was held at Soham on the 8th instant 
into the circumstances attending the explosion of a boiler at a 
millwright’s on the Ist January last. 

The boiler, one of the Cornish type, was purchased second- 
hand about 30 years ago, and from that time to 1893 it was not 
examined. It then required cleaning out, and it was examined 
by the millwright and his father, who at that time was the owner 
of the boiler. Pitting and corrosion were discovered, but they 
considered the boiler safe to work. 

The father died in 1894 and the son then took over the 
management of the business, the boiler being used occasionally 
when the machinery could not be driven by the windmill. In 
1895 the windmill was blown down and the boiler thereafter 
supplied steam to an engine which drove the machinery. In 
the same year the millwright’s mother died, and he continued to 
carry on the business in the interests of himself, his brother, and 
sisters. 

The boiler was worked at a pressure of about 30 lbs. per 
square inch; one safety-valve was loaded to blow off at a 
pressure of 57 Ibs. and the other at 207 lbs. 

On the Ist January, whilst the engine was standing, the boiler 
exploded and wrecked the premises in which it stood, but fortu- 
nately no one was injured. 

The Court found that the explosion was due to the flue-tube 
having become so reduced by corrosion as to be unable to resist 
the pressure to which it was subjected at the time of the 
explosion. It collapsed and ruptured ; it was found to be wasted 
on the fireside and on the waterside ; it was pitted and grooved, and 


the remaining thickness in parts was reduced to snd and 7th 


of an inch, The Court were of opinion that the-boiler had not 
been examined by any competent person since it was first set to 
work in or about the year 1865, and that neither the millwright 
nor his father were competent to examine it. No measures were 
taken to ascertain the safe working-pressure of the boiler, or to 
adjust the safety-valves to blow off accordingly. 

The Court found the millwright to blame for the explosion; 
but as he was carrying on the business in the interests of his 
brother and sisters, rather than on his own account, they ordered 
him to pay the sum of 10/. towards the costs and expenses of the 


investigation. 


TENDERS FOR Works Ecypt. 

The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received, from 
Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General at Cairo, information 
to the effect that tenders for the construction of the Arabic 
Museum and Khedival Library at Cairo will be received up to 
12 noon on May 2, and for the construction of the new museum 
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for Egyptian antiquities in the same capital up to 12 noon on 
April 18 next. Further particulars may be ascertained at the 
Commercial Department of the Foreign Office between the hours 
of 11 and 6. 


TREATMENT OF TRANSIT AND TRANSHIPMENT GOODS UNDER 
THE MercuanpisE Marks Acts. 

A general order issued by the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Customs, and dated 17th February last, is as follows :— 

“ With reference to general order;237, paragraph 27, and general 
order ;24,, paragraph 11, the Board direct that in the absence of 
information, transhipment and transit goods shall not be detained 
under the Merchandise Marks Acts unless they infringe the 
provisions of those Acts in one or other of the following ways :— 

“(a) By reason of their bearing marks which raise a clear and 

direct claim to British origin ; or 

“(b) By reason of their bearing the name or trade mark of a 

manufacturer, dealer, or trader in the United Kingdom, 
without qualification, such name or trade mark being that of 
a known firm having its principal place of business in the 
United Kingdom ; or 

“(c) By reason of their bearing a trade mark specially registered 

at the Customs. 

“‘ Collectors and (in London) inspectors are further authorised to 
apply this order to goods entered for home consumption, but 
intended to be forthwith re-shipped for exportation, on production 
to them of satisfactory evidence (such as bills of lading, invcices, 
&c.), of the final destination abroad of the goods. 


Boarp or TraDE AWARDS FOR GALLANTRY. 

The Board of Trade have awarded a binocular glass to 
Gabriel G. A. Gordon, master; a silver medal for gallantry in 
saving life at sea to William Johnston, mate ; and bronze medals 
for gallantry in saving life at sea, and a sum of 12. each to 
Martin H. Jockem, Andreas T. Lund, Thomas Manson, and 
John Zieboldt, seamen, of the S.S. “ Tortona,” of Leith, in 
recognition of their services in rescuing the crew of the fishin, 
smack “ Invincible,” of Hull, which was abandoned in the N orth 
Sea on December 8, last. 

The Board of Trade have awarded a piece of plate to José 
Grau y Mas de Xaxar, master of the Spanish steamer “ Antonio 
Lopez,” of Barcelona, in recognition of his kindness and 
humanity to the shipwrecked crew of the S.S. “ Madura,” of West 
Hartlepool, which was abandoned at sea on the 28th November 


last. 
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ImpertAL Raitways or Nortu Carina. 
Tenders for Railway Plant. 


A despatch, dated 6th January last, has been received from 
Mr. W. Beauclerk, Her Majesty’s Secretary of Legation at 
Peking, enclosing extract from the “ Peking and Tientsin Times,” 
containing an announcement of the Imperial Railways of North 
China, inviting tenders for steel girders, wheels, axles, and 
various railway material. 

The particulars of the tenders invited are as follows :— 


Bridge Contract, 


The directors invite tenders for the supply of steel girders as 
under :— 

Nine spans, 100 ft. in clear—consisting of two main girders 
and double track, through type. 

Twelve spans, 60 ft. in clear—consisting of two main girders 
and single track, half-deck type. 

One hundred spans, 30 ft. in clear—consisting of two main 
girders and single track, deck type. 

Specifications and all necessary details may be obtained from 
Sir Benjamin Baker, Queen Anne’s Mansions, London, and 
tenders sent in to him will be opened on 30th March 1896, 
and girders must be delivered on Tong-ku Wharf not later than 
October 1896. 

The work, both during manufacture and on acceptance, will be 
rigidly inspected before shipment, and on arrival in China any 
parts injured in transport or delivery will be replaced at cost of 
contractor. 

Payments will be made as under two-thirds in London on 
completion of shipment, and one-third in Tientsin 10 days after 
completed delivery. 


Passenger Coach Wheel and Axle Contract. 


The directors invite tenders for the supply of passenger coach 
wheels and axles as under :— 

400 wheels with wrought iron solid pressed centres or of cast 
steel. Tyres to be 42ins. diameter on tread, and of Siemens- 
Martin acid steel of best quality. 

200 axles for the above, to be of best hammered iron, equal in 
quality to that known as “ Yorkshire.” 

Specifications and details can be procured at the office of 
Government Consulting Engineer, C. P. Sandberg, Esq., C.E., 
_ Great George Street, London, §.W., during the month of March, 
and tenders must be sent to him not later than 27th April 1896. 

The wheels, &c. must be delivered on Tong-ku Wharf not later 
than November 1896, and unless a certificate is produced showing 
them to be fully up to specification, after due inspection by 
Mr. Sandberg before shipment, they cannot be accepted. Wheels 
and _ injured during transport to China will be rejected on 
arrival. 
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Payment will be made as under: two-thirds on shipment, and 
one third 10 days after acceptance in China. 

No material will be accepted which is not in strict accordance 
with specification as detailed above. 

Quotations are to include freight, insurance, and all other 
charges (except import duty) laid down at the Tong-ku Wharf. 

A firm can quote for either or both of the above-mentioned 
contracts. 

The directors do not undertake to accept the lowest or any 
tender, and are not responsible for any expenses incurred by 
intending contractors in obtaining the quotations, &c. 


(JOVERNMENT CONTRACTS. 


India Office—The Secretary of State for India in Council is 
prepared to receive tenders from such persons as may be willing 
to supply (1) wheels and axles for railway carriages; (2) india- 
rubber springs; (3) steel laminated springs; (4) steel volute 
springs ; (5) pine sleepers. 

The conditions of contract may be obtained on application to 
the Director-General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., 
and tenders are to be delivered at that Office by 2 o'clock p.m. on 
Tuesday, 17th March 1896, after which time no tender will be 
received. 

The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to 
receive tenders from such persons as may be willing to supply 
locomotives. 

The conditions of contract may be obtained on application to 
the Director-General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, 5.W., 
and tenders are to be delivered at that office by two o'clock p.m. 
on Tuesday, the 31st March 1896, after which time no tender will 
be received. 


Inspectors OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 

The following inspectors of weights and measures have during 
the menth of February 1896 passed the examination provided for 
in the 11th section-of the Weights and Measures Act, 1889 :— 

Boardman, Henry - - Oldham. 
Casburn, John Robert - - Do. 

Dickson, Robert Angus -  - Peebles-shire. 
Macdonald, Charles Findlater - Glasgow. 
Presslie, George - - Aberdeen (City). 
Thompson, John - - - Northumberland. 
Watson, William - - Arbroath, 
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IL—-THE FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED 
KINGDOM.* 


The total value of the imports into the United Kingdom from 
foreign countries and British possessions during the month of 
Febraary 1896 was 35,476,736/., as compared with 28,134,489/. 
for the corresponding month of 1895, an increase of 7,342,247/., 
equal to 26:10 per cent. ; and the exports of British and Irish 
produce and manufactures were valued at 19,683,456/., as com- 
pared with 15,973,095/., an increase of 3,710,361/, or 23°23 per 
cent, The value of the exports of foreign and colonial merchan- 
dise amounted to 5,638,2321., as against 4,407,824/. in February 
1895, an increase of 1,230,4082, or 27°91 per cent. All ciasses of 
goods imported are higher in value last month than in February 
1895, the chief imcreases being in articles of food and drink, 
both dutiable and duty free, which show an improvement of 
2,856,229/. ; manufactured articles, 1,155,902/.; raw materials for 
sundry industries and manufactures, 871,410/,; raw materials for 
textile manufactures, 566,622/.; oils, 372,998/. ; metals, 367,1042. ; 
miscellaneous articles, 356,714/ ; and animals, living (for food), 
353,7110.; of these animals, nearly all came from the United States 
and Argentina. 

In the class of articles of food and drink the chief increase is 
found in unrefined sugar (604,460/.), wheat meal and flour 
(352,428/.), Indian corn or maize (351,408/.), sugar, refined, and 
candy (306,217/.), barley (185,978/.), wine (185,008/.), butter 
(142,7791.), wheat (135,7431.), oats (114,9691), and fish, cured or 
salted (111,795/.). In manufactured articles the improvement is 
chiefly seen in silk broad stuffs (increase 223,777/.), silk or satin 
ribbong, iron manufactures, and gloves. 

In the class of raw materials for textile manufactures there is 
a decrease in value of 523,780I. in cotton, raw, which is, however, 
more than compensated for by the increase in other items of the 
same class, notably one of 755,909/. for sheep and lambs’ wool. 
The total increase in this class, as mentioned above, is 566,622/. 

Other articles showing notable increases in value are :—tobacco, 
iron ore, petroleum, flax, hemp, caoutchouc, tallow and stearine, 
and fiax-seed and linseed. 

With the exception of cotton, raw, noted above, lard (decrease, 

. 122,7601.), coffee (124,3972), and jute (51,346/.), there is no 
article imported which shows a decrease in the period referred 
to of more than 33,000/. 

As regards. the exports of British and Irish produce and 
manufacture, improvement is to be found in every class: animals, 
living, articles of food and drink, raw materials, yarns and textile 
fabrics, metals and articles manufactured therefrom, machinery 


* See also statistical tables, pp. 870 and 371, 
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and millwork, apparel and articles of personal use, chemicals and 
chemical and medicinal preparations, and all other manufactured 
articles, and parcel post articles, all showing increases, the aggregate 
increased value being 3,710,361/. ‘The increase as regards these 
exports may be found chiefly in yarns and textile fabrics, metals, 
machinery, apparel avd articles of personal use, and raw materials. 
The value of cotton piece-goods was 776,502/. in excess of the 
corresponding month of the previous year; of other cotton manu- 
factures, 116,820/. ; and of woollen tissues, 165,5312 The increase 
in the value of metals was 777,999/., of which iron, wrought and 
unwrought, represented 433,331/.; of machinery, 251,059/.; of 
apparel and articles of personal use, 209,132/. ; of articles of food 
and drink, 131,8101.; and of coal, coke, and fuel, 103,654/. The 
most important decrease in value in the items of the various 
classes was in skins and furs, 13,4062, and alkali, 8,974/.; and 
in no other single article did it amount to 7,000/. 


II—THE IRON INDUSTRY OF RUSSIA.* 


The Urals, up to 20 years ago, were the centre of the Russian 
cast-iron manufacture, as the most favourable conditions existed 
there for the production, in extensive beds of ore, an abund- 
ance of fuel, and extremely cheap labour. The Ural foundries, 
however, could not keep pace with the development of Russia, 
and were unable to supply the immense quantities of cast iron 
required for the extensive system of railways. The causes of 
this fact are, first, that the organisation of the industry is based 
upon antiquated principles; and, second, that the Ural producers 
were unwilling to reduce the high prices to which they were 
accustomed. 

The chief difficulties in the way of a rapid development of the 
Ural industry are caused by the expenses of transport and 
management, which surpass anything known in Western Europe. 
These difficulties are produced by the geographical position of 
the district where the industry is situated, its great distance from 
the centre of consumption, the undeveloped state of railway 
communication, ‘and the peculiar method of production, several 
factories being concerned in the manufacture of one and the same 
article, so that it must often be conveyed forwards and backwards 
in a half-finished state. Accordingly, attempts have long been 
made to give a great impetus to the iron trade of the south, west, 
and north of the Empire, in order to be independent, as far as 
possible, of foreign countries. 


* Based on a Report of Mr. Theodore M. Stephan, United States Consul at 
Annaberg. 
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Efforts were especially made in this direction in the government 
of Yekaterinoslav, where all the conditions required for success- 
ful development of mining exist in a degree rarely found elsewhere. 
Favoured with a warm climate and a fruitful soil this tract of 
country contains beds of ore yielding, in some parts, 70 per cent. of 
pure iron. Extensive beds of coal, and large yuantities of dolomite 
and fireclay, increase the natural wealth of this government. 
Notwithstanding these favourable circumstances, there scarcely 
existed a mining industry in Southern Russia previous to 1887. 

The attempts to produce iron in large quantities in Southern 
Russia date from the year 1797, but it was not until 90 years later 
that these assumed any very great importance. The impulse was 
given in 1887 by the manufacturing company of Brjansk, which 
opened the splendidly situated factory of Alexandrov, on the 
Dnieper. This was followed in 1889 by the South Dnieper 
Company, in 1892 by the Krivoi-Rog Company (the Granzev 
factory), and in 1894 by the Donetz Company with the factory 
of Druschkowski. The production of these six establishments 
rose from 322,439 tons in 1893 to about 416,157 tons in 1894, 
and will probably reach 644,839 tons at the end of 1896, so that 
in this short time the yearly output will have increased by 100 
per cent. 

The iron-beds of Southern Russia are very extensive, and, 
almost without exception, supply ore containing a very large 
proportion of iron. Those of Krivoi-Rog, for instance, are 33 
miles in extent, and the veins are, as a rule, from 218 to 656 
yards in length and 21 to 131 yards in thickness, and contain 
up to 3,224,285 tons of ore, with a percentage of iron reaching 70 
per cent. 


In the year 1894 twelve concerns were working in the district 
of Krivoi-Rog, all of which, with two exceptions, are conducted 
by mining engineers. The total output would, perhaps, amount 
at present to about 806,071 tons. 

It may be stated in favour of the Krivoi-Rog ore that it is 
comparatively free from foreign admixtures; on the other hand 
its fusibility is not great, about 45 per cent. of flux being required 
to smelt it. 

For the successful development of every industry concerned 
in the production of cast iron, the presence of cheap and good 
coal is indispensable, for more than 55 lbs. of coal are required 
for the manufacture of each poud (36 pounds) of cast iron. But 

-in this respect, also, the future of the Southern Russia mining 
industry appears completely assured, as the immediate neighbour- 
hood of the iron-fields—the whole Donetz basin—may be looked 
upon as a huge coal-bed. The output of coal in the year 1893-94 
alone amounted to more that 5,352,288 tons. From a scientific 
investigation of these coal-beds, it appears that their exhaustion 
within a measureable period is an impossibility. Limestone, also, 
which is not less important for the production of iron, is to be 
found in vast quantities on the spot. 
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Under these circumstances, it is beyond doubt that the near 
future will see an immense development of the mining industry 
in Russia. At present, however, the total product falls short of 
the requirements, which are constantly increasing. The larger 
_ factories in the Urals, in the south and north of Russia, in the 
Moscow and Warsaw districts, are continually overwhelmed with 
orders for railways (rails, iron plates, &c.), for shipbuilding, and 
for private industry. Moreover, in consequence of the introduc- 
tion of the State monopoly of brandy in 25 governments, which 
was to commence in January 1896, an enormous number of iron 
cisterns and reservoirs is required, and applications for tenders 
have already been made. 

The total production in 1894 of cast iron in Russia was quite 
inadequate to the demand. This deficiency of cast iron has been, 
until very lately, a constant impediment to the development of 
the metallic trades, which can only be redressed by the importa- 
tion of foreign goods. 

In the production of assorted iron and bar iron, also, the mining 
industry has not met the requirements, and in the case of these 
articles there is a great demand, with a rise of prices, The 
demand for bar-iron, which is used in large quantities for ship- 
building in the Volga district, is very great, and can be met only 
with difficulty by the home industry. 

On account of this state of affairs, the overcrowding with 
orders of the western and southern mines, and the comparatively 
small results of the Ural industry, the home manufacturers are 
exposed to many difficulties in procuring a sufficient supply of 
the necessary raw material. Accordingly, at a meeting of the 
leading representatives of the Russian machine makers, which 
was held in 1895 at the Department for Trade and Manufacture, 
special emphasis was laid upon the facts that the Russian iron 
founders will only sell their raw material at very high prices, that 
they only accept orders for cash in advance, and that the material 
supplied by them rarely meets the requirements of machine 
manufacturers, either in quality or in kind, especially in the case of 
manufacturers of agricultural machines. The Russian producer 
who is favoured by a protective duty of 75 copecks (about 1s. 04d.) 
per poud (36 Ibs.), on finished goods, has to pay twice as much 
- for raw material as the foreign manufacturer, which makes it 
impossible for him to compete with foreign producers. 

The importation of foreign iron, especially from Prussian 
Silesia, has frequently had a regulating influence, since the 
commercial treaty between Russia and Germany, upon the 
constant tendency of prices to rise on the Russian iron market 
on account of the small inland competition. This influence of 
German iron made itself felt first on the markets of the south, 
west, and south-west, but extended itself afterwards, in con- 
sequence of the extraordinary cheapness of the goods, into the 
very heart of the Empire. At the same time the German 
manufacturers, by carefully observing Russian customs and 
adapting their assortments to the Kussian requirements, have 
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been enabled to introduce their goods into the widest circles, 
Favourable conditions for the importation of foreign iron and 
iron goods continue to exist. The German foundries are fully 
employed, and, in consequence of the active Russian demand 
(especially for iron plates of all kinds), are unable to execute all . 
their orders, and therefore constantly require longer periods of 
time to carry them out. This would be a very favourable 
opportunity for iron founders to extend their sales in Russia and 
to supply at least a part of the demand of that country, which 
still shows a tendency to rise and will probably continue to do 
so for a considerable time. By sending representatives as early 
as possible, by observing most carefully Russian usages, and 
especially by charging low prices, foreign manufacturers will be 
able to increase considerably their business connections with 
Russia, and bring about permanent relations, and it might be 
also desirable—of course, with due caution—to effect credit 
sales on the most favourable terms possible. This is of special 
importance in the case of agricultural machines. By this means 
the foreign product will be placed in as favourable a position as 
the Russian, which, as is well known, can be pledged at the State 
bank. 


It may be mentioned here that the zemstvos (local boards), 
when purchasing foreign scythes and ploughs have adopted a 
system which seems calculated to abolish (where the supply of 
Austrian scythes is concerned) the customary and often un- 
advisable Russian commission trade. For this purpose, the 
zemstvos have established their own stores in Vialka, Perm, Ufa, 
Kostroma, Samara, and Nijni-Novgorod in order to provide the 
peasants with cheap agricuitural implements. Formerly, the 
peasants bought scythes from the Russian agents at 1:25 roubles 
(2s. 6d.); and ploughs at 33 roubles (3/ 6s.); now the zemstvos 
supply the scythes at 55 copecks (1s. 1d.), and the ploughs at 23 
roubles (21. 6s.) including carriage. It is a well-known fact that 
these cheaper goods are imported by a German firm. Consideriag 
that in this way foreign products must become more popular and 
be more widely diffused, it is advisable to pay greater attention 
to this matter, and foreign manufacturers will find it worth their 
while to occupy themselves with the question, and to enter into 
similar relations with the zemstvos. 


Notwithstanding the undeniable increase in the production of 
cast iron, the Russian manufacturers are still forced, on account 
of the high prices in their own country, to obtain a great part of 
their raw material from abroad. According to details lately 
published on the subject of the import of German machines into 
Russia in the first half of 1895, it appears that this import shows 
a very satisfactory advance for the first half of 1895, and has 
more than doubled since 1893. On comparing the amount of the 
eight most important articles imported in the first six months of 
1895 with those of a like period in 1893 the following result is 


seen. 


- 
| 
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; | First Six First Six 
Article. Months of 1895.) Months of 1893. 
fron and Tronware. Cuts. 
Corner and angle iro - - - - 275,000 121,000 
Rod iron 863,000 390,000 
Plates and sheets - - 387,000 166,000 
Coarse iron goods - - - - 132,000 93,000 
Total - - - 1,657,000 770,000 
Machines. 
Locomotive engines and railway locomotives - 10,000 3,000 
Machines : 

Cast iron - 222,000 99,000 
Wrought iron - 26,000 19,000 
Sewing - - 4,000 6,000 
Total - - 272,000 127,000 


the time preceding. the tariff war. 


quantities to Russia if the right measures are taken. 


This result is the more remarkable, as, in the first half of 1893, 
prohibitive duties on German commodities did not exist in Russia. 
These figures, therefore, show very plainly the considerable 
advance which has been made in the import of German iron since 


The subjoined figures show the percentage of German goods 
supplied to Russia as compared with the total export of Germany:- -- 


Per cent. 

Corner and angle iron - - - 177 
Rod iron - - - 306 
Plates and sheets - - - - 35°0 
Coarse iron goods - - - 126 
Locomotive engines and railway locomotives 17°6 
Machines : 

Cast iron - - - 25°4 

Wrought iron - - 18°0 

Sewing - - - 157 


These details have been given in order’to show that in this 
branch of trade there is an opportunity of exporting in large 
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IV.—GERMAN EMIGRANTS AS STATE AGENTS. 


According to a recent report by the American Consul at 
Chemnitz, a new law looking to the correction of abuses and to 
furthering Germany’s interests in future emigration movements 
is making many friends inside and outside official circles. An 
effort is to be made to make conscienceless agencies impossible 
by erecting agencies under State control, these to give emigrants 
or persons intending to emigrate all the necessary information 
regarding the land in which they intend to settle. ‘To aid these 
State-established agencies, others are to be opened in foreign 
lands. These latter are to furnish the home agencies with facts 
and figures and information as to the best ways and means to be 
employed to aid intending immigrants before leaving and after 
arriving. In fact, they are to actively aid them. They are to 
be placed under the contro! of German consuls in foreign parts. 
They are to find out what parts of the foreign land offers the 
best prospects, and they are to report such information to the 
home offices ; they are to protect immigrants from the impositions 
and frauds so common in countries receiving large numbers of 
immigrants. Of course, the system presupposes a central office 
with branches all over the Empire; these are. to be connected 
with the local imperial council boards. The hope is expressed 
that such a system may succeed in leading very large numbers 
in directions best suited to secure favourable and permanent 
connection for and with the Fatherland. 

Of course it will costa great deal to construct and carry on 
such agencies, but their builders look for jarge returns. It is 
hoped that they will aid the German element to unite its parts 
more easily, and thus play an important vart in assisting German 
trade. Such an element so aided would, out of gratitude, turn to 
the Fatherland for all its needed supplies. Agents of home houses 
would find their paths pleasanter and their tasks lighter in lands 
where Germans, through union and co-operation, could aid them. 
Such immigrants will be little less useful to the Fatherland than 
colonists. Inmany ways they will be worth more, for, coming or 
going into well-settled countries, they will be able to point out to 
the people at home how best to supply the wants of those among 
whom they toil. It is not only necessary to know what is wanted, 
, but what forms are best suited to local tastes. In this way, 
henceforth, German emigration is to aid directly and indirectly 
the home trade. 

The moral and political importance of such a system goes beyond 
all calculation; it certainly enters into the plan as a very import- 
ant feature. Nor are its projectors unconscious of the fact that 
thus millions of Germans and their descendants may be made to 
aid in extending the Empire's influence and in opening up new 
avenues for its rapidly-growing foreign commerce. 
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V.—COMMERCIAL RELATIONS BETWEEN 
FRANCE AND HER COLONIES. 


The following information with regard to the commercial rela- 
tions between France and her colonies has been received by the 
Foreign Office from the Marquis of Dufferin, Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Paris, in reply to a circular of the Earl of Kimber- 
ley, dated the 25th June last, and forms part of the series of 
replies published in “ Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives 
“ abroad on the fiscal advantages accorded by certain foreign 
“ countries to goods imported from their colonial possessions, and, 
“ conversely, by the said colonial possessions to goods from their 
“ mother country.” (Commercial No. 5, 1895.) 

The commercial relations between France and her colonies and 
foreign possessions are now governed by Articles 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 
8 of the Customs Law of the 11th January 1892, which run as 
follows :— 


“ Article 3. The duties and immunities applicable to products 
imported into the mother country from Colonies, from French 
possessions, and from countries of the Indo-Chinese protectorate 
are established in Schedule (E), annexed to the law. 


“The French territories of the Western Coast of Africa (with 
the exception of Gaboon), Tahiti and dependencies, the French 
establishments in India, Obock, Diego-Suarez, Nossi-Bé, and 
Sainte-Marie of Madagascar, are exempt from the stipulations of 
Schedule (E). French long-cloth proceeding from the French 
establishments in India shall, however, be free of duty. Exemp- 
tions or reductions may, in addition, be granted for other natural 
products, or for those originally manufactured in the above- 
mentioned establishments ; such reductions and exemptions shall 
be established by means of Decrees issued by the Council of State. 
Natural products, or those originally manufactured in the afore- 
said establishments, for which no exemption or reduction has been 
granted, shall pay, when imported into France, the duties stipulated 
in the minimum tariff. 

“Foreign products imported into Colonies, French possessions, 
and countries of the Indo-Chinese protectorate, with exception of 
the territories enumerated in the preceding paragraph, shall be 
subject to duty as if imported into France. 


‘Decrees in the form of public administrative regulations, 
issued on the proposal of the Minister of Commerce, Industry, 


and Colonies, with the advice of the General Councils or the 
Administrative Colonial Councils, shall designate the products 


272 RELATIONS BETWEEN FRANCE AND HER COLONIES. [Mar. 18/6. 


which, in exception to the preceding provision, shall be subject to 
special duties. 

“ Paragraphs 1 and 3 of the present Article shall not be 
executory for any colony until the regulations mentioned in 
paragraph 4 have been issued; the effect of this provision is 
limited to one year. The Government may, however, immediately 
grant all or part of the privileges stipulated in Schedule (E) to 
colonies which at the present time levy on foreign products the 
whole of the tariff duties of the mother country, or who subject 
colonial goods coming from abroad to the duties stipulated in the 
eaid tariff. 


*« Art. 4. The General Councils and the Administrative 
Colonial Councils may also suggest that modifications be made 
in the tariff of the mother country. The suggestions shall be sub- 
mitted to the Council of State, whose decisions thereon shall be 
issued in the same manner as the public administrative regulations 
mentioned in the preceding article. 


“Art. 5. Native products of a French colony which are 
imported into another French colony shall be exempt from 
Customs duty. 

“Foreign products imported from a French colony into 
another French colony shall be subject in the latter to the pay- 
ment of the difference between the duties of the local tariff and 
those in the tariff of the exporting colony. 

“Art. 6. The method of assessment, the regulations for 
collection and for the repartition of the sea octroi (‘octroi de 
mer’), shall be established by the General or the Administrative 
Councils, and ratified by Decrees issued in the form of Public 
Administrative Regulations. 


“The sea octroi tariffs shall be voted by the General or 
Administrative Colonial Councils. They shall be rendered execu- 
tory by Decrees issued on the proposal of the Minister of Commerce, 
Industry, and Colonies. 

“ They may, however, be temporarily put in ferce in virtue of 
a Governor’s Decree. The expenditure of the Customs service, 
for salaries, &c., shall be entered as obligatory expenses in the 
local Colonial Budgets. 


« Art. 7.. The provisions of Article 10 of the Law of the 29th 
December 1884, relating to Algeria, are maintained in force. 


* Art. 8. The Government is authorised to levy surtaxes on, 
or to prohibit the importation of, all or part of goods the product 
of countries who levy or may levy surtaxes on, or prohibit the 
importation of, French goods. 

“These measures must be submitted immediately to the 
Chambers for ratification, should they be sitting; should the 
Chambers not be sitting they must be submitted at the opening 
of the following session.” 
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The tariff for products imported into the mother country from 
French colonies and possessions, and from countries of the Indo- 
Chinese Protectorate, are set forth in Schedule (E) referred to in 
Article 3, section 1, as follows :— 


ScHEDULE (E). 


Duties 
Articles. (additional Taxes included). 


Products of colonial origin* : 


ee Duties stipulated in the tariff 
Sugar, molasses, not for distilling purposes = - { ten nee country. 


Syrups and bonbons, sweet biscuits . - | Ditto. 
Jams and fruits of all kinds preserved with | 
sugar or honey - | Ditto. 
(One-half of the duty stipu- 
Cocoa - - - - - { lated in the tariff of the 
{mother country. 
Cocoa, ground - - - - | Ditto. 
Chocolate - = - - | Ditto. 
Coffee, in the bean, or roasted, or ground - | Ditto. 
Tea e - - - - | Ditto. 
Pepper, pimento, cloves, cinnamon, cassia lignea, 
amomums and cardamoms, nutmegs, mace, 
and vanilla - - Ditto. 


All products not above mentioned, the origin of 

Colonies or possessions - - - | Free. 

Products of foreign origin : 

Imported from Algeria : 

After having been nationalised there hry 
the payment of the duties specified in the 
tariff of the mether-country - - | Ditto. 

Pay the difference between the 
duties of the Algerian tariff 
and of that of the mother 
country. 


Duties stipulated in the tariff 
of the mother country. 


After payment there of special duties : 


Having paid no duty in Algeria, or arriving 
after having been warehoused or trans- 
shipped there - - - 

Imported from other French colonies or 
possessions - - - - | Ditto. 
The prohibitions or restrictions established by 
the Customs tariff, whether in the interest of 
publie order or in consequence of the existence of 
a monopoly, are applicable to goods imported 
from French colonies and possessions, whether 
such articles be colonial or the produce of foreign 
countries, 


By implication, all French goods imported into the colonies, 
&c., are admitted free of duty. 
The application of this law, is not, however, as yet, universal, 
as by Article 3, section 2, certain colonies are exempted from its 
rovisions; the practical result being that, as regards tariff legis- 
ation, the French colonies may be divided into three groups :— 


* The products of French colonies and possessions shall only enjoy this favouron 


— that the importation be direct, and on production of the proper certificates 
of origin. 


91140 


B 
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1. Colonies where all French Imports are free, but Foreign Imports 
pay the Duties of the French Tariff* 
These colonies are as follows :— 
Algeria. 
Comoro Islands. 


Gaboon. 
Guadeloupe and dependencies. 


Guiana. 

Indo-China (French). 
Martinique. 

Mayotte and dependencies. 

New Caledonia and dependencies. 
Réunion. 

St. Pierre and Miquelon. 


The Customs Law (Article 3, paragraph 2) authorises, how- 


ever, the Government to alter by Decree the French tariff, as 
applied in the colonies. This faculty has been freely used, and it 
is only by carefully comparing these Decrees with the French 
tariff that an exact knowledge of the French Colonial rates can 
be arrived at. 

In all the colonies of this group French products enjoy a 
privileged treatment, as compared with those of foreign 
countries. 


2. Colonies where French Produce as a Rule pays the same Import 
Duties as Foreign Produce. 
These colonies are :—- 

Benin (Gulf of). 

Congo, French (Conventional Basin). 

Guinea, French. 

Ivory Coast. 

Nossi-Bé. 

Oceania, French establishments of. 

Senegal. 

Soudan, French. 

Tahiti and dependencies, 

In all these colonies, with the exception of Senegal, Nossi-Bé, 
and Oceania, French goods pay the same rates as those of foreign 
origin. In Senegal, however, there are certain additional ad 
valorem duties imposed on foreign produce, from which French 
produce is exempted. 


In Nossi-Bé and Oceania the Customs tariffs apply only to 
foreign goods. 


3. Colonies where no Custom Duties exist. 


In Obock and the French possessions of India, at Sainte-Marie 
de Madagascar, and Diego-Suarez, there are practically no 
Customs duties. 


* In the case of countries having commercial treaties with France, this will be the 
minimum tariff. 
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Colonial Produce imported into France. 

As regards duties on colonial produce imported into France, all 
the colonies in Group 1 are exempt from any duty except those 
duties specified in the table given above. 

As regards colonies in Group 2, their produce pays the rates 
of the French minimum tariff, but Article III. of the Law of 


the 11th January 1892, provides that special exemptions or 
reductions can be made by Decrees of the Conseil d’ktat ; and 


there is scarcely one of the colonies which has not obtained in this 
manner considerable privileges for their produce. 


Algeria. 
Algeria, as shown above, is classed among the colonies in 
Group 1, where all French imports are free, but foreign imports 
pay the duties of the French tariff, There are, however, certain 


special rates for salted meats, coffee, sugars, tobacco, cigars, Wc. 
Matches, which are a government monopoly in France, and are 


altogether prohibited, may be imported into Algeria, where there 
is no monopoly. 


Goods, the produce of Tunis and Morocco, are admitted free 
when imported by land, the only exception being for bark from 
Tunis, which is prohibited. 

All Algerian goods imported into France are free of duty, 


Tunis. 


There is an ad valorem duty of 8 per cent on foreign goods, 
generally, imported into Tunis from France and other foreign 
countries, 

Up till 1890 all Tunisian produce imported into France was 
subject to the duties of the general tariff. By the Law of the 
19th July 1890, however, certain produce, such as cereals, olive 
oils, animals, &c., are admitted free up to a certain quantity, 
which is fixed annually by Decree. All other produce pays the 
rates of the minimum tariff. 

Export duties are levied on dates, sponges, halfa, olive oil, 
fresh olives, wool, bones, skins, and a few other articles, 

It may be useful to add that the commercial relations between 
Great Britain and Tunis are fixed by the Convention of the 
19th July 1875, Article VII of which provides that in no case 
shall the rate of duty exceed 8 per cent. ad valorem, while 
Article XI stipulates that the Convention shall remain in force 
until its revision shall have been accomplished by common con- 
sent after the expiration of seven years from the date of its 
conclusion, 


Colonial Sugars. 


By Article 2 of the Law of the 13th July 1886, sugars from 
the French colonies imported into France are entitled to an 
allowance called “déchet de fabrication,” equivalent to the 


B2 
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average of the excess of yields obtained by native sugars during 
the previous season’s working, The amount of this allowance 
is fixed every year by Decree. In the yeara 1892-93, 1893-94, 
1894-95, and 1895-96, it has been 23 fr. 80 ¢, 19 fr. 47 ¢, 
21 fr. 19 c., and 21 fr. 73 c. per cent. respectively. Though not 
a bounty in the proper sense of the word, its effect is to protect 
colonial sugars. 


 Octroi de Mer.” 


Goods imported into the French colonies are subject to a tax 
called “ octroi de mer,” which is levied upon all produce, whether 
of French or foreign origin. 

These taxes are fixed by the colonial administrations, and vary 
considerably in the different colonies. They are local taxe3, and 
devoted to local purposes. 


“ Taxes de Consommation,” 


In many, if not all the French colonies, special taxes (“ taxes 
de consommation”) are levied on spirits, wines, beers, tobacco, 
&e., of foreign and local origin. 


The above information only gives the general principles on 
which the commercial relations of France with her colonies are 
established. Their intention has been to protect, as far as 
possible, the produce of each colony in competition with foreign 
countries, and to bring the colonies, as far as circumstances will 
permit, within the French customs frontier. 

In the case of the colonies in Group 2, however, geographical 
conditions or diplomatic obligations have hitherto prevented a 
complete fulfilment of the object aimed at ; but every opportunity 
will no doubt be taken of putting the law of the 11th January 
1892 into full execution, and of thus placing French produce 
imported into the colonies on a privileged footing as regards the 
produce of foreign countries. 
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VI.—~THE TRADE OF BUSHIRE AND 
MOHAMMERAH, 


The commercial movement of the district of Bushire, which 
includes also the ports of Bunder-Abbas and Lingah, showed 
considerabls improvement in 1894, both in the exports and 
imports. At Bushire the value of the exports was increased in 
the shipments of corn, wool, carpets, and by a rise in opium. 

A correspondent of the “Economiste Francais,” in a recent 
_issue of that paper, says that the imports attained a total value 
of 25,487,650 franes in 1894, as against 24,150,700 fre. in 1893, 
of which cotton tissues represented a sum of 14,824,050 fre. (or 
considerably more than one-half the total amount) in addition 
to 344,625 frs. for cotton yarn; tea, 1,866,700 frs.; indigo, 
1,321,975 fre.; loaf sugar, 958,250 frs., and powdered sugar, 
945,350 fre; arms and ammunition, 941,950 frs.; copper, 
641,975 frs.; woollen goods, 587,700 frs.; spices, 268,275 frs. ; 
porcelain, 268,025 frs.; and other articles, about 250,000 frs. 

Witi regard to the exports from Bushire, opium holds tie 
first place with an amount valued at 6,336,525 fre. out of a total 
trade of 14,045,875 fre. In 1893 the total trade was valued at 
13,342,175 frs, 

Next in importance to opium ranks carpets, 1,969,550 frs. ; 
arms and ammunition, 750,100 frs.; corn, 532,475 frs.; skins, 
435,100 frs.; wool, 408,650 trs.; gum, 271,400 frs.; almonds, 
262,825 frs.; and rose water 109,475 frs.; this last item is the 
product of the cultivation of immense fields of roses situxted in 
the districts watered by the Persian Gulf. 

The United Kingdom was the best customer of Bushire in 
1894, taking merchandise tu the value of 2,436,625 frs., and 
exporting in return to the value of 13,352,725 frs. 

India and British colonies came next with 2,606,475 fre. and 
9,709,725 fre. respectively ; China with a total trade of 6,034,800 
frs.; Turkey, 1,817,500 fre.; and Egypt, 629,575 fre; the 
value of the trade with Continental Europe amounted to 
1,352,925 fre. only. Asiatic Russia imported from Bushire, by 
way of Batoum, to the value of 66,650 frs.; and Zanzibar’s trade 
amounted altogether to 38,300 fre. 

At the port of Bunder-Abbas the valne of the exports in 
1894 amounted to 6,705,900 frs, as against 6,003,100 frs. in 1893, 
the principal articles in the order of importarce being fruit aad 
vegetables, wool, opium, carpets, and drugs. 

The imports in value were reckoned at 13,637,150 frs., or 
3,564,475 frs. more than in 1893. The chief articles of the 
import trade were tea (5,366,775 frs.), cotton tissues (5,443,000 
frs.), and indigo, powdere! and loaf sugar, and metals wrought 
and unwrought, 
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The foreign trade of Bunder-Abbas is carried on chiefly with 
India and other British colonies, China, Turkey, and United 
Kingdom. The value of the imports into Bunder-Abbas from 
Western Europe amounted in 1894 to only 131,250 fre. 233 
vessels visited the port during the year, of which 103 were 
British, 62 Persian, 40 Mascatine, 25 Arab, and 2 Turkish. 

The total trade of Lingah in 1894 was valued at 30,538,125 frs. 
(exports 14,174,900 frs. and imports 16,365,225 frs.), the 
principal articles being pearls, cotton goods, cercals, coffee, dates, 
woollen goods, and spices. Cotton goods and cereals are likewise 
the most important articles of the export trade. The countries 
doing the most trade with Lingah are the same as those which 
trade with Bunder-Abbas and Bushire. 

Finally, at Mohammerah the value of the exports in 1894 was 
2,207,300 frs., as against 2,225,975 in 1893; and of the imports 
3,299,225 frs., as against 2,802,425 frs. in 1893, the principal 
articles of importation being always piece goods. 

It is noteworthy that in the trade of these four ports of the 
Persian Gulf the imports always exceed the exports in value, a 
fact which is perhaps worth the attention of European exporters. 

This region is the centre of the pearl trade, the total value of 
which in1894 amounted to 22,798,100 frs., as against 22,343,200 
fre. in 1893, These values, as declared by the Customs, are 
more likely to be under than above the real values, if account be 
taken of the smuggling carried on, and of the trade of the Turkish 
port Massorah, which is not included in the figures above 
given. 
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VII.—COMPETITION WITH ENGLISH TRADE IN 
PERSIAN MARKETS, 


Her Majesty’s Consul at Ispahan, in a recent report to the 
Foreign Office upon the trade and commerce of Ispahan for 
the year 1894-95, observes that that market has been very 
largely over-stocked from the south and also from the Bagh- 
dad side. Importations have greatly increased. It would seem 
that the increase over the year 1892-93 is about 30 per cent., 
taking allclasses of goods, and over 1893-94 about 20 per cent. 
At the present time all storey, both European and native, are 
full of goods, and business is extremely dull, Although there 
have lately been such strong advances in the Lancashire 
cotton market, yet importers in Ispahan are unable to get any 
advance on old prices, and owing to the stocks in hand, it is 
doubtful when they will be able to avail themselves of this rise— 
rather the contrary, as at present the market seems to be a falling 
one. The native merchants lately seem to have sprung into life 
again, and now import from their agents at home or in Bombay. 
It was expected that the imposition of the 5 per cent. duty in 
Bombay on Manchester goods would have improved the prospects 
of that market ; but as the Bombay Customs have allowed a 
rebate on all goods re-exported within a given period, this expecta- 
tion has not been realised. The chief source of supply would 
appear to be Baghdad, whence the goods are brought vid 
Kermanshah and Hamadan; these chiefly go to Tehran and to 
the towns on that line, but it closely affeets the trade of Ispahan, 
which previously almost entirely supplied those markets with 
Manchester goods, 

This change in the direction of the trade is due partly to the 
disturbance of the transport arrangements already referred to, 
and although acting detrimentally en the ‘sales of local European 
importers, does not in any way diminish the total of home 
exports. 

It simply means that the Persian merchant in this case has 
been somewhat more wide awake than the European trader, has 
got a remedy for the evil, and has acted upon it. Meanwhile the 
European sits in his office and complains, utterly oblivious of the 
fact that he can, if he so wills it, find a way to overcome all the 
obstacles of carriage, and help to open up a very much shorter 
and less expensive route. Meanwhile he has to lament over an 
unsatisfactory year to himself and to his clients. The latter 
probably, as they must be supplied, will turn to the merchants of 
their own country, and the European will in the future find his 
trade and profits gradually diminishing. When too late he will 
perhaps seek the means which are now available. 

There has not been any increase in the arrivals of Russian goods 
in Ispahan ; only some 300 bales or so have been brought in, and 
these only by small traders who have created business in the north, 
especially Khorasan, and buy these goods as a vehicle to recover 
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their money here. Indirectly, however, the advent of Russian 
goods has had an effect on the market of Ispahan, inasmuch as 
they have lately been largely 1mported into Tehran and Khorasan, 
which were, especially the former, mainly supplied from Ispahan, 
and this is one of the causes of the tlatness and over-stocking of 
the market. 

The Turkey-reds of the Russians are very much liked, and 
find a ready sale. They have lately taken to imitate some of the 
Manchester prints which have a vogue in the Persian markets, 
but so far they have not proved very successful. But a very 
decided attack has been opened on British trade from another and 
unsuspected quarter, to wit, Holland. A quantity of goods manu- 
factured in that country have made their appearance in Ispahan 
during the past year. They are very fair. imitations of goods hitherto 
made in Manchester, especially Turkey-red twills, white shirtings, 
and white cambrics. The trade marks are the same as on those 
hitherto imported from Manchester. The prices obtained are the 
same as were obtained for the similar Missdhiemer goods. It would 
thus seem that they must leave a margin for profit. 


- As regards the import trade of Yezd the Consul says : 

“ The figures given in the list of imports ofall cotton goods show 
a great improvement on those for 1891-92, due to the greater 
facilities which merchants now have of ordering goods in Bombay, 
and to the more extensive operations of the British firms in the 


“In this class British goods are all one can readily find ; the 
small amount from Russia, as already shown, dribbles into the 
place a few bales at a time. 

“Russian prints are only bought by the wealthier Persians, 
principally for carpet coverings (ruifarshi). They have no hold 
whatever on the people. 

“ It is quite possible that their importation may increase a little, 
as many merchants are extending their business northwards, and 
will thus come in touch with Russian trade, the mutual trans- 
actions of themselves and their agents leading to an exchange of 
various commodities, 

“ There can be no doubt that British traders would find their 
position firmer if they imported in a small quantity a better class 
of article than those at present offered by them, suitable for a 
rougher service than that of clothing. It is true that the Russian 
article is, so far, not by any means in competition with the Man- 
chester fabrics, but merchants would do well to look ahead. 

“A great discouragement to British traders consists in the 
Jarge number of petty traders who have sprung up within the 
last few years. ‘These men acquire a certain amount of credit, 
and British firms are tempted to advance them goods, then, with- 
out warning, the men stop payment, and by various frauds get off 
without any loss of prestige in the eyes of Persians and with half 
or the whole of their creditors’ money in their pockets, A year 
or two later sees the same man started with renewed energy in 
some other town.” (No. 1662, Foreign Office Annual Series.) 
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VIIL—EUROPEAN SEWING THREAD IN CHINA. 


The following extract from a recent report of the Austro- 
Hungarian Consul-General at Shanghai has been published by 
the Department of State at Washington, U.S.A.:— 

Sewing thread on spools—cotton thread, reel of cotton, or 
bobbin; Chinese, yang hsien, ie., foreign thread—which has 
become in the course of years a necessary article of use fur the 
Chinese, has acquired a great importance at present in the 
foreign trade of China, and promises for the future still greater 
extension. 

In the trade statistics published by the Chinese Customs autho- 
rities, sewing thread has only appeared since the year 1887. The 
quantities and values imported into the whole of China were :— 


{ 
| 


Year. Quantity. | Value. 
Lbs. £ 
1887 114,661 7,200 
1888 198,750 11,400 
1889 155,998 9,600 
1890 254,692 14,500 
1891 237,188 13,200 
1892 275,082 15,500 
1893 210,144 11,300 
1894 279,748 16,400 


The decrease in the imports which took place in 1893 was to 
some extent occasioned by the decline of silver prices and the 
subsequently unfavourable exchange rates. The importers were 
forced to demand higher prices, which naturally ‘ended to check 
the sale. As chief sources of supply England and Belgium must 
be named ; Germany, however, has lately joined them. 

Although it is not yet ten years since Belgium first appeared 
with its manufactures on the Chinese market, it has already good 
results to record, especially in the south of China. Almost the 
half of the southern requirements is now furnished by Belgium ; 
and as also in the north the importation of Belgian goods is being 
constantly increased, this country is becoming every year a more 
dangerous rival for the English manufactures. Though the 
Belgian goods are far inferior to the English in quality, yet the 
former have a point in their favour which plays a very important 
part with the Chinese, and will probably turn the scale for the 
Belgian goods, viz., cheapness. It is only this which has enabled 
them to obtain a footing in China, and to supplant the better, but 
more expensive, English thread. 

The English article was introduced into China many years ago. 
The English goods of Coates and those uf Brooke and Clarke are 
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well known and approved, and as such obtain higher prices than 
new unknown goods, even if the quality of the latter is quite 
equal to that of the English article. The Chinaman is thoroughly 
conservative, and holds with incredible tenacity to the commodity 
which has for years been found good and useful. To introduce 
a new article with success among the Chinese, it is not only 
necessary to work for some years without any profit, but it is 
also extremely advisable to distribute numerous samples gratis. 
The importer in Shanghai even engages Chinese for this purpose, 
whom he sends into the interior to distribute the samples to the con- 
sumers directly, whereupon the agent tries to obtain orders. In 
this way, the attention of a large number of Chinese shopkeepers 
is called to the new article; the small consumer will naturally 
be glad to buy goods made accessible to him in this way, 
and it is an acknowledged fact that to such a proceeding English 
thread owes its place in the great Chinese market. 

Austria and Germany have never made energetic efforts to 
obtain a share in the Chinese trade, and could hardly compete 
with Belgium in prices, although German goods, for inatance, 
are cheaper tian English. 

The thread that comes into the market is of six and three 
cords, and it is chiefly in the latter that Belgium competes with 
the English article. Six-corded thread is sold only in 200 yards, 
three-corded thread in 100 and 200 yards. 

The leading colours are white, black, and light and dark blue, 
White amounts to about 60 per cent. of the consumption. Next 
to white comes black; a small portion is also imported in blue, 
while the other colours do not amount to much. The kinds 
mostly asked for are :— 

Two hundred yards, six cords—No. 8, 4 gross; No. 10, 
1 gross; No. 12, 1 gross; No. 16,4 gross; No. 20,1 gross; 
No. 24, 1 gross; No. 30, 4 gross; No. 36,3 gross; No. 40, 
4 gross; No. 50, one-half gross ; No. 60, one-half gross; No. 70, 
one-half gross ; No. 80, one-half gross—total, 20 gross per case. 

Two hundred yards, three cords—No. 20,1 gross; No. 24, 
1 gross; No. 30, 1 gross; No. 36,3 gross; No. 40,7 gross; 
No. 50,5 gross; No. 60, 5 gross; Ne. 70, 1 gross; No. 80, 
1 gross—total, 25 gross per case. 

One hundred yards, three cords——No. 8, 2 gross; No. 10, 
2 gross; No, 12,3 gross; No. 16, 3 gross; No. 20, 3 gross; 
No. 24, 2 gross; No. 30, 2 gross; No. 36, 2 gross; No. 40, 
3 gross; No. 50, 2 gross; No. 60, 1 gross—total, 25 gross 

case. 

The market prices for Belgian manufactures are, approximately, 
3°60 to 3°75 taels per gross for 200 yards, six cords; 2°45 to 
2°60 taels per gross for 200 yards, three cords; 1°50 to 1°60 
taels per gross for 100 yards, three cords. For the English article 
of Coates, 4°30 to 4°50 taels per gross for 200 yards, six cords, 

The most usual packing is in white cardboard boxes of one- 
twelfth of a gross, 12 of such boxes being made up in blue paper 
into a package ; each case contains 25 gross. On the lid of each 
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box there must be a large label printed in black or red, showing, 
besides a stately factory, the way in which the article in question 
is placed upon the reels. 

hite thread is required on black spools; black and blue on 
white spools. The English make-up is regarded as standard. 
New reels varying from the English form are looked upon by the 
dealers with mistrust, and would greatly hinder the introduction 
of new manufactures, if not entirely prevent it. 

Besides the above-mentioned black, white, and blue threads, 
the so-called glazed thread in various colours, with 50 yards on a 
reel, forms a very considerable article of import. In this case, 
also, it is England and Belgium which command the Chinese 
market, though Germany has had some success as a competitor. 
The glazed thread is packed in cardboard boxes, covered with 
coloured glazed paper, blue or red, and provided with a glass lid. 
The spools are of unpolished wood and have a label above and 
below, one of which shows the trade mark (chop) and the number 
of the thread, as well as the Chinese name of the firm ( hoxg), 
while the other contains a statement of the length in yards and 
the name of the manufacturer or importer, and sometimes the 
words, “ made in Germany,” or “made in Austria.” A wooden 
chest with tin casing contains 100 boxes, 

It is generally difficult tu give definite statements as to colour, 
because of the various uses in the different provinces. In glazed 
thread, blue of all shades, especially dark indigo blue, always 
plays an important part, as the Chinese prefer this colour for 
their costumes, 

The sale of new articles in China should only be placed in the 
hands of a single firm, well acquainted with the import trade, for 
the Chinese will very soon take advantage of the offer of one and 
the same article by several firms, to beat down the price, to the 
ultimate disadvantage of the manufacturer. It must further be 
taken into consideration that a newly-introduced article can in 
no case count upon obtaining the market prices of Coates, even 
if the new commodity is equal or superior to that of Coates. 
The Belgian and German articles already introduced are 
actually quoted at 5 to 10 per cent. cheaper, according to quality, 
than those of Coates. 
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IX.—THE CAMPHOR TRADE, 


The following particulars concerning the camphor trade are 
based on the “ Official Returns of Trade” for 1894, compiled by 
the Chinese Imperial Maritime Customs, on reports by (i) Sir 
Ernest Satow, Her Majesty’s Minister at Tokio in 1895; (2) Her 
Majesty’s Consul at Hiogo in 1892 and 1895; (3) M. Klobukowski, 
Consul-General for the French Republic at Yokohama ; and (4) on 
a special report on the island of Formosa, furnished by Mr. N, 
Perkins, Assistant in Her Majesty’s Consular service. 

In times gone by camphor was produced in Sumatra and 
Borneo and in other parts of the East Indies, as well as in China ; 
now, however, the crude camphor of commerce is a product of 
Japan proper and the island of Formosa exclusively. 

Great difficulties remain to be surmounted before the Formosa 
trade can be depended on, for the trees are only found inland, 
where the inhabitants are aboriginal barbarians, who make matters 
most unpleasant for explorers. 

The Formosa drug is inferior to the Japanese ; the latter, by 
reason of its greater purity, pinkish colour, and bold grain com- 
manding in foreign countries higher prices, by some 2 per cent. or 
3 per cent., in spite of its comparative abundance. 

The districts in Japan famed for camphor trees are Kiushu, 
Shikoku, Iga, Suruga, Isé, and Kishiv. The forests owned by 
the people are almost denuded of timber, and soon very little will 
be left. However, the Government forests are still very rich in 
camphor trees, and it has been estimated that this alone will 
maintain annually, during the next 25 years, the full average 
supply of crude camphor. 

Formerly very little care was bestowed upon the preservation 
and cultivation of this valuable timber. More recently, however, 
not only the Government but also the people have been giving 
to this most important question the attention it long ago deserved. 

The roots contain a much larger proportion of camphor than 
the trees, 10 lbs, of crude camphor out of 200 lbs. of wood-chips 
being thought satisfactory. The Suruga timber yiclds a much 
smaller percentage. 

It appears that the only process of extracting camphor from 
the wood among the mountains in Japan, and the materials used, 
are of the roughest and most unscientific description. The wood- 
chips are boiled, the vapour being conducted into a receptacle 
containing several partitions surrounded by cold water. In the 
sides of these partitions are apertures, which cause the vapour 
to fill the divisions by a circuitous route, thus improving the 
grain of the camphor. 

The crude article is brought to market, as a rule, in very rudely 
constructed wooden tubs. 

To make it fit for shipment requires much work, diligence, and 
experience. Each tub is carefully sampled, vertically and 
diagonally, and the samples are tested by fire and sometimes by 
alcohol. If no solid adulterant is discovered, the condition of the 


Mar. 1896.] THE CAMPHOR TRADE. 285 


drug is next inquired into, the difficulty of this step being best 
explained by at once stating that this crude camphor contains a 
quantity of water, or oil and water, varying anywhere between 
5 per cent. and 20 per cent. 

This trouble overcome, the rest is comparatively easy, and con- 
sists in weighing, cutting, mixing, and packing for shipment, the 
packing being in tubs prepared on the premises, partly out of the 
original packages. 

f course the camphor cannot be packed in its crude condi- 
tion, much of it has to be drained and dried, and frequently a 
special parcel of “dry” must be bought, at a very high figure, for 
mixing with it. 

Exports of camphor from Japan appear to have increased in 
value, in proportioa to the quautity, during the last 10 years, as 
the following table will show. In this case the value of the yen 
has been converted, at the average rate for the years given, which 
varies in each case. 


Export of Camphor from Japan. 


Years, Quantity. | Value. 
Lbs. £ 

1886 ; 7,267,000 151,000 
1887 8,637,000 179,000 
1888 6,074,C00 153,000 
1889 6,629,000 213,000 
1890 5,952,000 314,000 
1891 5,905,000 272,000 
1892 1,419,000 186,000 
1893 3,317,000 167,000 
1894 2,762,000 109,000 


An intelligent and well-directed exploitation of the island of 
Formosa, where the camphor tree is so abundant, would probably 
have the effect of lowering prices, by increasing the amount of 
camphor placed on the market. 

The principal countries dealing in camphor are Hong Kong 
and the United States. The exports from Japan in 1894 were as 
follows :— 


Countries. Quantity. Value. 
| 
Lbs. £ 
Australia - - - = | 10,600 918 
China - - - - | 6,600 268 
France - - . - - 4,100 302 
Germany - - - -| 13,100 7,459 
United Kingdom - - - - | 108,600 5,928 
Hong Kong - . - 87,524 
United States - - - - | 772,500 37,464 
Other countries - 2,900 162 
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Hong Kong is only a transit port where the camphor is refined 
previous to exportation to Europe. 

A special feature of the year 1894 was a material reduction in 
business in camphor from Japan (as distinguished from camphor 
from Formosa, now also a part of Japan) in comparison with 
former years, attributable perhaps to the ever increasing pro- 
duction of Formosa and the gradual improvement of the quality 
of the island product. 

During the year there was a fraudulent attempt at mixing 
inferior Formosa camphor with Japanese produce, and passing it 
off as Japan camphor. Through the energetic and effective 
measures which were at once taken by leading camphor exporters, 
supported by the Japanese Chamber of Commerce, the attempt 
was discovered at once and no such mixtures left the ports. 

Another feature of remark was the formation of a guild 
amongst the native sellers, with the declared object of establishing 
a much-needed reform in quality by introducing certain new and 
uniform delivery terms, and these have no doubt done away 
with a great deal of the trouble and disputes previously existing. 

Mr. N. Perkins, Assistant in Her Majesty s Consular Service, 
in his report on the island of Formosa, dated January 31, 1895, 
states that in the north of the island the trade in camphor is 
rapidly growing in importance; it is, however, attended by 
considerable risks, as heavy advances have to be made, and 
sometimes, whether due to the raids of savages or other causes, 
without any return, either in cash or camphor. 

New districts are from time to time opened up; the chief at 
present being Hoonim or Yiinlin, Kagee or Chia-I, Chip Chip, 
Polihsia, and Ao-doa-po. 

According to the returns of trade for the year 1894, compiled 
by the Chinese Imperial Maritime Customs, the exports of 
camphor from Tamsui in 1894 (almost entirely to Hong Kong) 
represented 91 per cent. of the total value of the trade, the total 
shipments having been 3,708,000 lbs., of the value of 569,365 
H. taels (about 91,9002). 

From the port of Tainan during 1894 the amount of camphor 
exported was 1,565,000 lbs., of a value of 263,878 H. taels 
(about 42,200/.). 

Tainan and Tamsui are the only two ports of Formosa where 
there is a camphor trade of any importance. 

There are no available figures as to the amount of camphor 
exported from Formosa for any period subsequent to 1894, but 
according to « recent report of Sir Ernest Satow, Her Majesty’s 
Minister at Tokio, the amount exported from Japan during the 
first six months of 1895 was 1,530,000 Ibs., of a value of 649,457 
yen (about 69,0002). 
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X.—TEA AND COFFEE CULTIVATION IN INDIA. 


From official statistics published by the Department of Revenue 
and Agriculture of the Indian Government it appears that the 
area under tea in India at the end of 1894 extended over 
422,551 acres, a little less than two-thirds of this area (nearly 
64 per cent.) being in the valleys of the Brahmaputra and Surma 
which contain as much as 268,796 acres, 154,284 in Assam (the 
Brahmaputra Valley), and 114,512 in Cachar and Sylhet (the 
Surma Valley). In extent of cultivation Bengal comes next, 
though the acreage is much smaller than in either of the divisions 
of Assam, the area under tea being 121,121 acres or about 29 per 
cent. of the whole. In the North-Western Provinces the area 
under tea in 1894 was 7,652 acres, in the Panjab, 8,921 acres ; 
in Madras, 6,102 acres; and in Travancore and Cochin, 9,079 
acres. There is, besides, a smaller area of 880 acres in Burma. 

The area under tea has expanded from year to year without a 
pause during the last 10 years. In 1885 the area was 283,925 
acres; in 1894 it had increased to 422,551 acres, the increase 
being in the ratio of 48:8 per cent: 

The average of the acreage added in the last five years was 
very much larger (17,770 acres) than the average increase 
(12,444 acres) in the four preceding years. The largest increase of 
all, it may be observed in passing, was in the two years 1893 and 
1894, the former of these being the year in which the mints were 
closed, an event which was regarded by some as the herald ot 
disaster to the tea-planting industry, 

The quantity of tea produced has increased in 10 years in 
much greater ratio than the area under cultivation, for, while the 
area has increased by less than 49 per cent., the increase in pro- 
duction has been over 88 per cent. 

In 1892 the production in Assam and Cachar declined, the 
decline in Cachar and Sylhet especially being so considerable as 
to affect the general results, though there was a large increase in 
Bengal and elsewhere. In 1894 there was again a decline, but a 
smaller one, in Cachar and Sylhet, and in Bengal there was but 
a small increase. 

The number of persons employed in the tea industry in 1894 
is returned at 383,505 (permanently) and 156,120 (temporarily), 
or altogether a little over half a million people (539,625 persons), 
which would work out to about 1:28 persons to the acre. The 
accuracy of the figures is, however, open to question. 

The tea produced in India is exported mainly to the United 
Kingdom, to the extent of about 96 per cent. of the average 
production, The subjoined figures give approximately the 
quantity of tea consumed in India, the figures representing the 
average of the five years ending 1894-95. 
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Indian tea: 


Lbs. 
Produced - - 124,971,905 
Exported - ~ - 120,439,095 
Left in India - - 4,532,810 
Foreign tea : 
Imported 6,789,337 
Re-exported - 4,341,044 
Left in India - - 2,448,293 


Thus the average consumption of all tea in India seems to be 
about seven million pounds, of which four and a half million are 
Indian and two and a half million are foreign. It may be added 
that Ceylon provides India with nearly a million pounds of the 
foreign tea imported. 

This consumption comes to only 0°024 lb. per head of the 
population according to the census of 1891, or say one-fortieth 
of a pound, a quantity which contrasts strongly with a consump- 
tion in the United Kingdom of from 5} to 54 Ibs. per head. 
Broadly, it may be said that the India consumption of tea per 
head is exceeded by the United Kingdom more than 200 times. 
Indeed, such as it is, the consumption of tea in India is to a 
substantial extent due to the European population, for more than 
one million pounds are taken by the Commissariat for the British 
army, and at least an equal quantity must be consumed by the 
Huropean civil population. However, the consumption is increas- 
ing amongst the population of the larger towns, especially the 
Mohammadans, and there is room for great ex pansion in this 
direction. 

The prices of tea in Calcutta have fluctuated greatly since 
1873. Taking the price in March 1873 tobe represented by 100, 
it appears that until 1884 the level was well above that point, 
varying from 110 to 148. Coincidently with the great fall in 
exchange and in general prices in 1885 the level fell to 90, and 
though in 1886 it rose to 96, a low level was maintained in the 
following years until 1894. In 1895 the level rose to 97. These 
figures all represent the course of prices of fine Pekoe in January 
of each year as given by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce. 

In the Statistical Bureau the average prices of the various 
descriptions of tea sold at the public sales held in Calcutta during 
the tea season have been computed for some years past, and the 
= are regularly published in the review of the trade of 

ndia. 

Turning to the coffee industry, the same statistics show that 
there were, at the end of 1894, 289,080 acres of land under 
coffee in India, all of it, with the exception of 10,746 acres in 
Burma, being in Southern India. The cultivation of coffee is in 
fact restricted for the most part to a limited zone in Mysore, 
Coorg, and the Madras districts of Malabar and the Nilgiris. In 
Mysore there are 136,052 acres, in Coorg 71,181 acres, and in the 
Nilgiris and Malabar 45,652. If to these are added 6,587 acres 
in chemin and Cochin it is seen that about 90 per cent. of 
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the coffee-bearing area of India is concentrated in the hilly region 
above the south-western coast, where the rainfall is heavy and 
the climate generally approximates to that of the coftee-vearing 
area of Ceylon. 

In the Madras Presidency coffee is not grown to any extent 
except in the two districts already mentioned, and in Salem and 
Madura. The only other province in which coffee is grown is 
Burma, mostly in Toungoo, and the industry therg is of recent 
origin. 

in the last 10 years the area in the Madras districts has 
fluctuated, remaining in 1894 at but little above the level of 1885. 
In Coorg there was a sudden and large increase in 1894, in 
Mysore there has been a steady and considerable increase, while 
in Travancore and Cochin there has been no advance ; in Travan- 
core, indeed, many coffee-growers have abandoned that industry 
for the less precarious cultivation of tea. 

The yield has. fluctuated greatly ; in 1894 it was about 354 
million pounds, which was but little larger than in 1885, notwith- 
standing the increased acreage. 

According to the returns, there were, in 1894, 37,903 persons 
permanently and 118,014 temporarily employed on the coffee 
estates, making a total of 155,917 persons, which is equal to about 
one person (1°07) to two acres, while in tea estates the average is 
over 2} persons to two acres, The difference is explained by the 
much greater labour required in the repeated plucking of tea, 
and in the subsequent processes of preparing the leaf for the 
market. 

The following figures show the average of the production 
and exports for the five years ending 1894~—5 :— 


Indian coffee— Lbs. 
Production - - 34,444,087 
Exports - - 31,595,514 
Left in India - - - 2,848,573 

Foreign coffee— 

Imports - - - 1,820,426 
Re-exports - - - 585,245 
Left in India - 


It appears, therefore, that nearly 92 per cent. of the production 
is exported, and that of the coffee consumed in India foreign 
coffee represents less than half the quantity of Indian coffee. 
The rate of consumption is little more than half that of tea, 
amounting to only 0°014 lbs. per head of the population. It is 
said to be rather freely drunk by the native population in 
southern India, but that is certainly not so in northern India. 

There is no trustworthy or complete record of the prices in 
India of Indian coffee ; and it appears that there are no materials 
for the preparation of a record of prices, and that the prices in 
fact depend upon and follow the fluctuations of prices in London 
of Ceylon plantation coffee, the price of Indian coftee being about 
5s. per ewt. less than the price of Ceylon coffee. This being so, 

91140. 
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the prices in London, in February of each year of the last 10 
years, of Ceylon coffee (plantation) are here subjoined :— ; 


Per Cwt. Per Cwt. 

1886 - - 56 0 1891 - - 104 6 
1887 - - 77 O 1892 - - 105 O 
1888 - - 72 1893 - 108 O 
1889 - - 90 O 1894 - - 100 0 
1890 - -°99 1895 - - 104 0 


Ten years, from 1879 to 1888, of a pene rices, combined 
with the havoc wrought by the borer and the leaf disease, greatly 
discouraged coffee - planting in India and Ceylon, and the 
prospects of the industry seemed so forlorn that both in Ceylon 
and India much coffee land was placed under tea. In 1889, 
however, there was a sharp rise in prices, and the level has 
ranged high since that year under the operation of speculative 
corners, political troubles in Brazil (whence the main supplies of 
the world are derived), and other circumstances. The mainten- 
ance of prices at their present comparatively high level has given 


to the Indian coffee planter a stimulus and an encouragement 
which were greatly needed. 
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XI.—THE OPENING UP OF SOUTH AFRICA. 


(From A Frencn Point or VIeEw.)* 


Johannesburg, the chief town of the Rand, which was only 
connected with the sea by rail in 1892, can no longer complain of 
a deficient means of communication, as the lines of rail startin 
from it terminate at no less than five different points of the sout 
and south-eastern coast of Africa, viz., Cape Town, a distance of 
1,007 miles; Port Elizabeth, 714 miles; East London, 665 
miles; Durban (Natal), 437 miles; and Lourengo-Marquez 
(Delagoa Bay), 396 miles. All these railways have a common 
trunk about 11 miles in length from Johannesburg to Elands- 
fontein junction, and it is over this, the only double line of rails in 
South Africa, that passes the enormous goods traffic of the capital 
of the gold fields in addition to the coal mined at Boksburg for the 


use of the central and western Rand, The trains run on this 
portion at short intervals, though not so frequently as they might, 


and many complaints are made as to the disorder consequent 
on goods delayed and stations encumbered. 

At Elandsfontein, the Delagoa Bay line branches off to the 
north passes by Pretoria and then bears again towards the east ; 
the Natal line takes a south-easterly direction, and that of the 
three Cape Colony ports a south-westerly direction, not dividing 
into its three branches, however, till after it has traversed the 
whole of the Orange Free State. 

Although the land journey is much longer, the Cape Colony 
lines have hitherto monopolised the greater part (80 per cent.) of 
the Rand traffic, having made great reductions in the cost of 
transport of machinery and certain food products. Cape Town 
takes most passengers, and Port Elizabeth the greater part of the 
merchandise. This latter town, the centre of the really English 
part of the colony, has developed greatly since the discovery of 
the gold mines. Its population (25,000 in 1891) has largely 
increased, and the importance of its import trade surpasses that of 
Cape Town. 

East London, though rather nearer to Johannesburg, cannot 
compete with Port Elizabeth, for the reason that the harbour is a 
poor one and entrance impossible to large vessels on account of a 
sand-bar which reforms as soor: as removed ; and although Port 
Elizabeth is also badly off from this point of view, and the largest 
vessels cannot unload at the quays, yet, being 311 miles nearer to 
the Rand, it is a less costly route than vid Cape Town. 

Durban (Natal) has also a harbour guarded by a shifting sand- 
bar, which, however, has been rendered accessible, except in bad 


* The opinions of M. Pierre Leroy-Beaulien ‘as expressed by him in an article 
published in the “ Economiste Frangais ” of the 22nd February last. 
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weather, to vessels drawing from 13 to 16 feet of water. This 
town had the monopoly of the Transvaal trade previous to 1892, 
until the completion of the railway from the Rand to Cape Town, 
but since then it has lost it all, The Durban-Johannesburg line 
was opened on the 15th December 1895, and by means of this 
route Natal may possibly recover an appreciable part of the trade 
which she had lost; indeed it seems likely that Durban will be 
the port of entry for the Heidelberg district, to the prosperity 
of which Natal has greatly contributed. 

But the port, above all, which should serve as the starting-point 
for all goods for the Rand, and indeed for the entire Transvaal, 
is Lourengo-Marquez on Delagoa Bay. While the entrance to 
the harbours of Port Elizabeth, East London, and Durban are 
obstructed by shifting bars, and the roadsteads of these places are 
in no way protected from the south and seiith-dasheely winds, 
and while the entrance even to the harbour at Cape Town is often 
difficult in bad weather, the vast and deep waters of Delagoa Bay, 
sheltered from the tempests of the open sea by a long tongue 
of land, present the best anchorage for vessels to be found any- 
where in Africa south of the equator. The largest ships can 
enter freely and approach right up to the shore. Unhappily, this 
magnificent port has not yet attained that importance which must 
one day belong to it. Goods cannot yet be landed on the quay, 
and once they are on shore must be left to the sun and rains of a 
tropical climate, for want of warehouses and sheds in which to 
await the loading on the cars. A mole is being built 260 yards 
long, the end of which will be in deep water, where four vessels 
can unload ata time. 

Lourengo-Marquez is extremely unhealthy, the town being 
built in the middle of swamps, and the mortality amongst 
Europeans being exceedingly high. Drainage works are, how- 
ever, in contemplation, and it is proposed to establish a settlement 
close to the town at a height where it is much less unhealthy. 
The population is between 3,000 and 4,000 of which 1,000 
are Europeans (among whom 150 English and 700 Portuguese), 
500 Hindoos, and the remainder negroes. 

A branch of the Pretoria line is talked of to Barberton, centre 
of the Dekaap district, which is only 143 miles from Delagoa Bay, 
and other lines will connect it with Lydenburg and the mining 
camps of the North-East. Notwithstanding the bad arrangements 
at the port, the Delagoa Bay railway, open hardly a year, takes 
nearly 20 per cent. of the goods entering and leaving ‘the Rand, 
and when certain improvements have been made at Lourengo- 
Marquez it ought to absorb at least three-fourths of the whole. 

All the South African railways are of the narrow gauge of 
3 feet 6 inches, instead of the normal gauge of European lines. The 
narrower gauge favours a better adaptation of the line to tunnels 
and inclines, a most important fact in a country where lines 
attain an altitude of 5,723 feet as at Johannesburg. 

For example, the Hex River Pass, by which the Johannesburg 
Cape Town line mounts the Karrou plateau, winding in and 


{ 
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about the slopes of a deep ravine with but a few short tunnels, 
would have necessitated much more extensive ones had the wider 
gauge been employed. 


The English seem to be able to distinguish (and the French do 
not) between a railway in a new thinly-populated country, and 
one which passes through the richest parts of Europe; and they 
do not build at frequent intervals stations of brick or stone, where 
numerous employés are kept in idleness, and there is no traffic 
to take up. In the Karrou district, where the settlements are 
few and far between, the distance separating two consecutive 
stations is sometimes as much as 31 or even 39 miles; several of 
these stations are mere sheds where there are no employés, and 
there are, in addition, halting places where there is no building 
whatever, the name being simply indicated on a board nailed to 
two poles, When a traveller from a neighbouring farm wishes to 
take the train he waves a flag by day, or a lantern by night, 
and the driver stops to pick him up. 


There is one train a day from the ports to Johannesburg and 
Kimberley, and, on the districts of the coast, und especially in the 
neighbourhood of Cape Town, there are sometimes more. But 
beyond Kimberley, on the road to Mafeking, the actual terminus of 
the railway, there are only three trains a week. This is the 
proper way to construct and exploit colonial lines, and is very 
different from the method followed by France in Algeria. 


The Cape railway system, including the lines of the Orange Free 
State, wenbed by the railway administration of the Colony, and 
including also the extension of the Kimberley-Mafeking line in 
British Bechuanaland, amounts to 2,174 miles in length. In 
addition there are 404 miles of railway in Natal, and 497 in the 
Transvaal, including the short section of the Delagoa Bay line, 
which traverses the Portuguese possessions. There are thus 
upwards of 3,100 miles of railway connected one with the other 
in South Africa. 

This railway system will be much increased some few years 
hence when it is extended into the territories of the Chartered 
Company. Gold is found in those parts in many localities, and 
amongst the numerous mines worked some no doubt will pay 
and others will not, but what the proportion will be cannot at 

resent be estimated, the information to hand as to their richness 
ae confused and often contradictory. The extreme difficulty, 
added to the great cost of transport of material, first by railwa 
to Kimberley and later on to Mafeking, and then on by bulloc 
waggon for 497 miles to Buluwayo, or 810 miles to Salisbury, 
has certainly much retarded the mineral working in these parts, 
Tt is pointed out that the Rand produced gold to the at om of 
2,400,000/. in 1891, and 4,000,000/. in 1892, although the rail- 
way was not opened before the end of the latter year; the 
difficulties of transport and setting up were, however, far less in 
the Transvaal than in the Chartered territory, owing to the 
white population of Boers with their numerous bullocks. 
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Rhodesia already can boast of important towns. Buluwayo 
and Salisbury ‘have each 2,000 to 3,000 white inhabitants, with 
numerous brick buildinge, churches, hotels, and clubs, &c., and it 


should be remembered it is but a short time since Lobengula’s 


kraal occupied the site of the former of these places, A 
third town, Umtali,in Manicaland, near the Portuguese frontier, 
counts some hundreds of whites in its population. In three or 
four years at the latest the railway, which the Chartered Com- 
pany is rapidly coustructing, will have been extended from 
Mafeking to Buluwayo. Already a line runs across the Portu- 
guese territory connecting Fontesvilla, on the lower Poungoné¢, 
with Chimoio, 118 miles off, on the frontier of the Chartered 
territory, and 217 miles from Salisbury. In this way is passed 
the belt of the ¢setse fly, whose bite is harmless to man but mortal 
for horses and bullocks. Within a year this line will be extended, 
on the one hand to the good port of Beira, on the other to Umtali, 
which is only 149 miles from Salisbury, and in the neighbourhood 
of which are many important gold mines. The railway will 
doubtless reach Salisbury about the same time as Buluwayo, and 
it is proposed then to connect these two towrs and carry the line 
on to the Zambesi. If gold be found in Rhodesia in any great 
quantity the country will soon have 100,000 inhabitants. 

In the whole of British and Boer South Africa there are 
about six millions of inhabitants, of whom from 750,000 to 800,000 
are white. It seems probable that the proportion of the three 
races, English, Dutch, and coloured, will change very little, for 
the coloured people flourish under European rule; and if, on 
the one hand, a stream of Anglo-Saxon emigrants, for the most 
part only temporary, flows into South Africa, on the other hand the 
Boers are also prolific and form the stable agricultural population, 
who will not leave the country when the gold mines are 
exhausted. European capital will doubtless find plenty of 
openings in South Africa, a country whose varied resources are 
as yet so little developed. Traders, manufacturers, and farmers 
with capital, and artisans, will all find remunerative employment 
for their energy. But it is by the labour of the blacks, directed 
by Europeans, that South Africa will be finally exploited, and 

rhaps the whites will do well never to completely sever the ties 
which bind them to their own countries. 


| 
| 
| 
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XII—THE CUSTOMS TARIFF OF GUATEMALA 


ALTERATIONS AND MODIFICATIONS. 


A despatch dated January 22 last, has been received from 
Mr. J. Frederick Roberts, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at 
Guatemala, enclosing translation of a Decree authorising 
additions and reforms in the present Customs tariff (of 1894). 

In the following translation of the Decree in question, the 
articles against which no numbers are placed, are additions to the 
various sections of the tariff, and italicised portions of any num- 


ber betoken the alterations made in the wording of that number 
as compared with the original tariff. 


No. Article. 


SrEcTION 2. 


Articles free from Import Dues. 


A. 


26 | Printed advertisements lithographed or without frames, provided they have 
no determined use. 


B. 
35 | Salt codfish and other dry fish, salt or smoked, in wooden cases. 


Articles. 


48 | Carbons for galvanic fountains. 

78 | Filters of all classes not specified for domestic use. 

96 | Scientific instruments not specified. 

Organic liquor of the brown Sequar formula for hypodermic injections, 
&e 


2775 Galvanic fountains and their loose pieces (without salts or acids for 
working) of any system or manufacture. 


Wooden spades for agriculture. 
Attenuated virus, such as the antidyptheric serum of Doctor Rouex, the 


anti-rabic of Doctor Pasteur and other products framed by bacteorological 


| attenuations. 
No. Article. Duty. 
SECTION 3. 
Cotton Articles. Dols. cts. 


214 | Dress pieces of cloth of cotton and silk, as cambric, mus- 
lin, lawn, or any other similar material adorned or 
embroidered, with weight of package - - - | Kilos. 5 00 
219 | Bed ticking of cotton, gross weight - - - » oO 50 
220 | Cretonnes of cotton, coloured, for mattresses or other 

analogous uses, gross weight - 


0 50 
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Articles. 


Duty. 


220 


231 


254 
267 


269 


270 


273 


280 


291 


300 


304 


305 


329 


365 


366 


402 
403 
414 


429 
447 
452 


Ribbons of cotton velvet, with weight of package 
Canvas of hemp or cotton, for embroidering, with weight 
of package - 
Cotton cloth, for getting, white or coloured, apes 
weight 
Cotton drill, imitation of kerseymere, gross weight 
Cotton laces with silk raptammnanaed with weight of 
package - - - 
Cotton gauze, worked or mitemelladel in the loom, with 
weight of package 
Chintzes or prints, cotton Batistes, gross weight - 
Cotton goods, embossed, marbled, listed, with work or 
designs for making rebozas, gross weight - - 
Baby’s dresses, skirts, and apparel of cotton material, 
adorned or embroidered with the same material, with 
weight of package 
Baby’s dresses, skirts, and apparel of cotton material for 
children, ornamented or embroidered with linen, wool, 
or silk, with weight of pack 
“Lamas” of cotton, with wei ‘alt of pushage 
Lustring of cotton, with anus or tinsel of eotinnsy metal, 
with weight of package - 
Wicks of cotton, loose or twisted, ‘tor nti, even if 
with boric acid or other substances, with 
ht of package - - 
Manu actures of cloth or stocking-net of cotton, not 
specified, with weight of package - - . 
White cotton Batiste, gross weight - - 
Moleskins, of cotton, white or coloured, gross weight - 
Handkerchiefs of cambric, lawn, or muslin, of cotton, 
plain, worked, or embroidered, gross weight - ~ 
Handkerchiefs of cotton, madapolam, jean, bandanna, 
serged imitation silk, always provided that they are not of 
cambric, muslin, or lawn, “‘ paleacates,” &c., gross weight 
Serviettes of damask linen or cotton damask, with weight 
Sacks of hemp, gross weight ~ 
Cloth textures which contain silk, always provide’ that 
this material does not form part of the warp or the woof, 
and that it is only to be found in small quantities in 
narrow separate slips or in small knots, with weight ” 
package - 
Morning gowns of any kinds of linen, pure or ‘aliond: 
plain, ornamented, or embroidered, in the same material 
Morning gowns of any kind of linen, pais or mixed, with 
ornaments of wool or silk - 
Little bags of hemp or and or pita, for holaing coffee, 
weight - 
Head-dresses of lawn or linen, not pare. or mixed, plain, 
ornamented, or embroidered 
Head-dresses of linen, pure or mixed, with omements of 
wool orsilk - - - 
Pieces of linen, pure or mixed, ornamented or embroidered 
with wool or silk, for women’s saan with weight of 
age 
Embroideries of cloth of linen, pure or mixed, with 
weight of package - 
of hemp: matting, or jute, with “weight of 


Buby’s eee, skirts, and apparel of linen, pure and 
mixed, plain, ornamented or embroidered in the same 
material, with weight of package - - 


Dols. Cts. 


Kilo. 3 


1 


com 


380 


| 
No. | | 
| | \ 
= 
| ” | 0 
|» | 
= 50 
| | 
i ” 8 0 
| ” 0 70 
| 
_ 
| 
| 
b. 
= 
| 
if 
| 0 50 
= 
| | | 
ii | ” 0 70 
1 0 
| 
‘ | 
| 
| | Each 6 O 
= | 
| 8 O 
| Kilo. 0 10 
| Doz. 9 
| ” 9 0 
| Kilo 5 O 
| » 8 50 
| | » 0 75 
| 
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Articles. 


Duty. 


497 


502 


504 


505 


506 


509 
§23 


531 bis; 


563 
568 


572 
578 
587 
599 
600 
605 


613bis 


614 


Baby’s dresses, skirts, and apparel of linen, pure or 
mixed, ornamented or embroidered with wool or silk, 
with weight of package = - - 

Muslins of pure or mixed linen, whies or euletenls with 
weight of package - - 

Parasols of linen, pure or mixed, with ornaments or em- 
broideries of cotton or wool = - - - 

Parasols of linen, pure or mixed, with neon or em- 
broideries of silk - 

Fancy cloths of linen, pure or mixed, white or coloured, 
with weight of package - - 

Strips of linen cloth, pure or mixed, ornamented or em- 
broidered with wool or silk, with weight of package - 

Dresses or gowns of linen, pure or mixed, not specified, 
and their parts, when sewn, of all classes and stuffs, 
although they have ornaments of lace or slips em- 
broidered with cotton or linen strips, ribbons of silk, or 
ordinary metal for adults and children over “ge yours 
of age, with weight of package = - 

Dresses or gowns of linen, pure or mixed, ant specified, 
aud their separate parts when sewn and ornamented 
with silk or part silk stuff for adults and children over 
eight years, with weight of package 

Dresses or gowns of linen, pure or mixed, not specified, 
and separate parts, when sewn, which have petticoats 
or over petticoats of lace or cotton or linen, for adults 
and children over eight om old, with we of pack- 

e 
se of linen, pure or mised, of all kinds aw" textures 
for children under eight years old, with silk ——— 
with weight of package - - 

Morning gowns of wool, pure or mixed, with cotton or 
any other vegetable fibre, plain, ornamented, or em- 
broidered with the same material 

Tassels of wool, pure or mixed, though they have in- 
terior of other ‘materials, with silk ornaments, provided 
this material does not in the with 
weight of package 

Jackets or coats of any kind of wool, pure or mixed, with 
ornaments or embroideries of the same stuff, for women 

Ribbons or ‘threads of velvet, pure wool or mixed, with 
cotton or other with weight of 


package 
Head dresses of any kind of wool, ‘pure or mixed; plain, 
ornamented, or embroidered with the same stuff 
Corsets of wool, pure or mixed, with or without orna- 
ments, with weight of package = - - 
Collars of cloth or wool, pure or mixed, plain, orna- 
mented, or embroidered, with weight of package - 
Skirts of wool, pure or mixed, plain, ornamented, or em- 
broidered for children, with the weight of package = - 
Skirts of wool, pure or mixed, ornamented or embroidered 
in silk for children, with weight of package = - . 
Fringes of wool, pure or mixed with ornaments of silk, 
provided the latter do not predominate in the surface, 
with weight of package - J 
Embroidery lace (galloon) of pure wool with silk orna- 
ments, always provided that the latter material does not 
predominate in the surface, with weight of package = - 
Caps of any material or stocking net of pure or mixed 
wool, ornamented or embroidered in the same stuff, 
with or without peaks - - i 


Dols. ets. 


” 1 50 


Dozen 6 0 


| 
No. | | 
\ 
453 
Kilo. 8 
469 
496 
| Bach 1 0 
|| 
499 
| Kilo. 1 50 
| ” 8 0 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| ” 9 0 
| 
| | Each 6 
| | 
| Kilo. 6 0 
| | 
Kilo. 4 0O 
Dozen 9 0 
Kilo. 4 
| ” 
| | 
| 
| <8 
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No. Articles. Duty. 


Dols. cts. 
620 | Woollen thread for wea or embroide ss weight | Kilo. 0 50 

648 | Muslins of pure containing ik, wth 
weight of package - 55 0 
i 688 | Dresses or gowns of wool, pure or mixed, of cotton or any 
i other vegetable fibre not specified, and their loose parts, 

sewn, of all kinds and textures, though they may have 
1. ornaments of lace or slips embroidered with wool or 
silk, ribbons of silk or common metal, for adults and 
children over eight years old, with weight of package - » B08 1 
690 | Dresses or gowns of wool, pure or mixed with cotton or 
other vegetable fibre not specified, and their separate 
parts, when sewn with petticoats or over petticoats of 
lace or cotton netting or linen, for adults and children 


over eight years age, with weight of package — - - ” 9 O 
707 | Blouses of any kind of silk, pure or mixed, plain, orna- 
mented, or embroidered, with weight of package - - » 20 90 
712 | Brocade of silk, pure or mixed, with weight of package - ” 9 0 
713 | Veil stuff of silk or mixed, crimped, eee ornamented, 
with weight of package - 
i 714 | Veil stuff of pure silk, aves or ornamented, with weight of 
i package - » 12 0 
715 | Silk socks, pure or mixed, with weight of package 
723 | Shawls or rebozos, of silk, pure or mixed, worked, orna- 
mented, or embroidered, with weight of package - ” 9 O 
| 735 | Cord of silk, pure or mixed, although having an interior 
i of other material, with weight of package - - » 3 75 


t 741 | Pieces of pure silk, such as Gros, surah, moiré, satin, 
tafita, ottoman, and other kinds of pure silk, plain, 
ornamented, or embroidered with silk, _ or mixed, 


for women’s dresses, with weight of pac - » 13 50 

744 | Crape, of silk, pure or mixed, with weight o! cnthame - wx 26. 0 
746 | Damask, of silk, pure or mixed, for curtains or pennies, 

with weight of package - ax 6S 0 
Damask, silk, pure or mixed, bound or embroidered 


with thread of metal, real or false, for curtains and 


furniture, with weight of package - » 4 50 
757 | Plush, of silk, pure or mixed, for curtains or furniture, 
with weight of package - 6 


Stuff known as “jenéro ” of raw silk, plain and mixed with 
cotton or other vegetable fibre, with weight of package - » 4 50 
Stuff known as “jénero” of raw silk, plain and without 
mixture of vegetable fibre, with weight of package i 2 2 
Ribbons of velvet, of silk, raw or mixed, with wage of 


package ” 7 50 

; 793 | Handkerchiefs of | lace, gauze, or muslin, of silk, pure or 
mixed, with weight of package 

SECTION 7. 
Articles of Iron. 

849 | Hoops and bands of iron for eannela, pipes, or other indus 
trial uses, gross weight » © 8 

884 | Chains of iron, of all classes, excepting chains Jor hey rings, 
gross weight - ” 0 25 

914 | Nails, of iron, forged or of sand of upwards of 24 mil 
metres, gross weight Pm 0 10 

916 | Iron nails with heads of brass, giase, or poresiain, of ~~ 
wards of 24 millimetres, with weight of package - . - 0 25 


917 | Nails and screws of galvanised iron, for roofs and pulleys 
of galvanised iron, or lead the same 


gross weight - » 0 05 


g 
| 
| 
» 
. = 
| 
| 
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No. Articles. | Duty. 
935 | Sets of carving knife and fork, common, with or without Dols. cts. 
sharpeners, without including case - | Each 05 
936 | Sets of carving knife and fork, medium and fine quality, 
with or without sharpeners, wooden — 
including case - 
938 | Spoons, and large spoons of iron. tinned, enamelled, or 
varnished, of all sizes, with weight of package Kilo. 0 30 
14 962 Statues, busts, and half reliefs of iron, when nett weight 
does not exceed 10 kilos. each, gross weight - - 4 0 30 
| 963 | Statues, busts, and half reliefs OF i iron, when nett — 


does not exceed 10 kilos. each, gross weight < 0 20 
964 | Statues, busts, or half reliefs, when nett weight does not 


exceed 50 kilos. each, gross weight = - 

966 | Stoves or iron chimneys, nett ae. an of which does not 
exceed 10 kilos. each, gross weight - . ‘5 0 20 

967 | Stoves or iron chimneys, nett weight of which does exceed 
lu kilos. each, gross weight - w 0 10 

2a 968 | Knives and side-arms smaller than a sword 

and larger than a dagger, with or without guard, such as 

the “ machetes ” called “ Cock’s eye” or other similar, 
with or without scabbard, with weight of package 

970 | Iron figures, nett weight not neg 10 kilos. ech, 
gross weight = - 40 


971 | Iron _— nett weight exceeding 10 kilos. each, gross 
weight - 
972 | Iron ss nett weight exceeding 50 kilos. each, gon 


0 
0 
0 
975 oh. nett weight not exceeding 50 kilos. each, 
gross weight : 4 0 25 
976 | Iron fountains, nett weight exceeding 50 kilos. each, 
gross weight - 0 
984 | Hinges of iron, of all kinds, with weight of package 0 
Fine tools for watchmakers and junto, with wuighe of 
package - 1 
999 | Stoves or grain roasters, with weight of pac 0 
1003 Sets of iron or tin for washers, in all kinds complete or 
iu parts, with weight of package at @ 26: 
1006 | Lamps, of iron, put together or in part, withoat gilding, 
0 
0 


silvering, or nickeling, with weight of package a 30 

1007 | Lamps, of iron, put together or in parts, gilt, silvered, or 
nickeled, with weight of package - Fa 50 

Iron knockers of all classes, for street doors, with weight 


of package - - 680 
1011 | Tires of iron for wheels, and iron for tires, such being 
understood to be the iron forged in bars, each meet, 4 
at least 5 centimetres wide, gross weight 

1016 | English wrenches for nuts and pipes, with weight of package 
1019 | “ Machetes,” fine, steeled, for agriculture, with or without 
sheaths, with weight of package - ss 0 30 
1020 | Iron handles for doors or windows, with or without bolt, 
of all classes, although with fm or porcelain, —~- 


02 


weight of package - ‘a 0 30 

1044 | Basins of iron or tin, whether tinned or not, varnished or 
enamelled, with weight of package BY 0 30 

1047 | Jars of iron, te domestic purposes, with “weight of 
package - - 0 30 

Cribs of iron, gross weight - gel OE10 ° 

1054 | Kettles of iron, small, for Sette uses, whether tioned 
or not, with weight of package - gol @ 

1056 | Latch keys of iron, of all kinds, for cm, with « or without 
handles, with weight of package re 0 30 

1066 | Pruning knives of iron or steel, weed handles of wood for 
agriculture, gross weight 68. 
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No. Articles. Duty. 
1076 | Lamps of iron, put together or in poees ag gilding, cts. 

silvering, or nickeling, with weight of package - - | Kilo. 0 380. 
1076 | Lamps of iron, put together or in pieces, cizeel, gilt, or 

bis nickeled, with weight of package = - » © 50 

1077 | Rat traps ‘of iron or jwhich contain haste with weight of 

pac , 30 
1079 cibeke i iron or “steel, for wall or table, of all kinds, with : 

or without ornaments of other materials, with weight a 

packages » 1 0 
1083 | Revolvers or pistols of all kinds, with or without covers or 

cases, with weight of package pe eG 

1084 | Wheels of iron for furniture, with weight of package ig 
1090 | Frying pans of iron, of all classes, with weight of eh »' @® 
1091 | Saws for workmen, with or without handles, wit weight 

‘acks of iron, millimetres we t - 0 15 
1104 | Pruning of iron or steel, with 
weight of package - - * 30 

1105 | Scissors of iron.or steel, of all shapes, sizes, and qualities 

not specified, including those specially for cutting the 
hair, without cases, with or without weight of package;- rs 1 0 

Scissors, as above, with cases of all kinds, with wig of 
package: 

1111 | Screws of iron, email; not specified, with or without nuts, 
with weight of package - = 0 30 

1118 | Curtain rods of iron or steel, for carriages, wguenel with 
cloth or leather, with weight of package — - - i 0 30 

SEcTION 8. 
Articles of Copper and its Alloys, Lead, and Tin. 

1144 | Pins of copper or its alloys, for the heir, hat, or cenvat, 
with weight of package | 2 

1179 | Chairs and “leontinas” of copper and its alloys gilt, 

silvered, or nickeled, of all kinds, for watches or key 
rings, with weight of package me 2 Oo 

Boxes of tin, lead, or zine, small, for the dressing. table or 
other analogous uses, with weight of package - - 1 50 

Boxes of compasses of copper or its alloys, for drawing, 
with weight of package - ne 0 50 
Cliches of copper or brass, with weight ofp of package - a ae 
Cliches of type metal, with weight o | 

1213 | Crosses of copper or its alloys, of all — with weight 
of package - 

1220 | Netting for fences of copper, iron, or its alloys, with 
weight of package - ie 0 50 

1232 | Statues, busts, and half reliefs of brass, ‘bronze, or sino, 

whose nett weight does not exceed 10 kilos. aehy Bross 
weight - 6 1 0 

1233 | The same when nett weight exceeds 10 kilos. each, Goss 
weight 3 0 50 

1234 | The same when nett exceeds 50 kilos. cash; » QTOSS ‘weight - is 0 25 
1236 | Figures of brass, bronze, or zinc, nett wag not over 

10 kilos. each, gross weight - - 

1237 | The same nett weight over 10 kilos. each, gross weight © s 0 50 

1238 | The same nett weight over 50 kilos. each, gross weight - es 0 25 

1245 | Copper fountains or alloys of same nett weight over 

50 kilos. each, gross w eight - - - - * 0 20 

1253 | Buckles of copper or its for or 

with weightof package - 
1255 | Thread of copper or brass gilt or ‘silveced: in boxes or 
” 1 60 


on reels with weight of 


(To be continued.) 
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XIII.—CUSTOMS TARIFF OF NEW ZEALAND. 
( Continued from page 174.) 


No. | Articles Free of Duty. 


Crass VI.—CLoTHING AND TEXTILES. 


328 | Accoutrements for military purposes, excepting uniform clothing. 
1 329 | Brace-elastic and brace- mountings. 
830 Bunting, in the piece. 

331 | Butter- and cheese-cloth. 
332 | Buttons, tapes, wadding, pins, ueedles. 
| Calico, white and grey, also cotton sheetings, in the piece. 
334 | Corduroy, moleskin, and plain beaverskin, of cotton, in the piece. 
335 | Coloured cotton shirtings ; flannelette shirtings.* 
336 | Forfar, dowlas, and flax sheeting, when cut up under supervision in sizes 
not exceeding 47 in. x 36 in. for making flour-bags, and not exceeding 
54 in. for lining wool mats. 
337 Fur-skins, green or sun-dried. 
338 | Gold or silver lace or braid for military clothing. 
339 | Hatmakers’ materials, viz.: silk plush; felt hoods; shellac; galloons ; 

calicoes; spale-boards for hat-boxes; leathers and linings; blocks ; 
moulds; frames; ventilators ; and tassels, : 
340 | Hessians, plain or striped, and scrim. 
341 | Leather-cloth. 
$42 | Minor articles (required in the making-up of apparel, boots, shoes, hats, 
caps, saddlery, umbrellas, parasols, and sunshades), enumerated in any 
order of the Commissioner, and published in the “ Gazette.” 
343 | Sailcloth, canvas, and unbleached double-warped duck, in the piece. 
344 | Sewing cottons, silks, and threads; crochet, darning, and knitting cottons ; 
angola mendings not exceeding 45 yards on cards. ' 
345 | Silk for flour-dressing. 
346 | Silk-twist (shoemakers’ and saddlers’). 
347 | Staymakers’ binding, eyelets, corset-fasteners, jean, ticks, lasting, sateen, 
and cotell. 
848 | Tailors’ trimmings, viz.: plain coloured imitation hair-cloth, canvas ; 
plain Verona and plain diagonal, and such patterns of checked Italian 
cloths as may be approved of by the Commissioner of Customs; Italian 
cloth of cotton or wool; buckram; wadding and padding; silk, worsted, 
and cotton bindings and braids; stay bindings; Russia braids; shoulder 
pads; buckles; silesias; drab, slate, and brown jeans; pocketings; 
slate, black, and dyed unions and linens. 
349 | Umbrella-makers’ materials, viz.: reversible and levantine silk mixtures, 
gloria, and satin de chéne of not less than 44 in. in width; alpaca cloth, 
with border ; zanella cloth, with border; also other piece-goods on such 
conditions as the Commissioner may approve; sticks, runners, notches, 
caps, ferrules, cups, ribs, stretchers, tips, and rings. 
350 | Union shirtings, the invoice value of which does not exceed 6d. the yard.* 
351 | Waterproof material in the piece. 


Crass VII.—LeaTHER, AND ARTICLES USED IN LEATHER 

: MANUFACTURES, 
352 | Boot-elastic. 
353 | Bootmakers’ linings, canvas, plain or coloured, bag and portmanteau linin 
of such materials, qualities, and patterns as may be approved by the 
Commissioner. 


* Whenever any dispute arises as to the application of the exemption in favour 
of coloured cotton, flannelette, or union shirtings, in the case of fabries alleged to 
be such shirtings, the Commissioner has power to decide such dispute ; and in case 
of doubt on his part he may require the fabri¢ in dispute to be cut up for shirt- 
making under such conditions as he prescribes. 
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Articles Free of Duty. 
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Crass VII.—LEATHER, AND ARTICLES USED IN LEATHER 


Boots, shoes, and slippers, viz., children’s Nos. 0 to 3. 

Cork soles, and sock soles. 

East India kip, crust or rough-tanned, but undressed. 

Goatskins, crust or rough-tanned, but undressed. 

Grindery, except heel and toe plates. 

Hogskins. 

Kangaroo- and wallabi-skins, undressed. 

Leather, japanned cr enamelled; goatskins, dressed as morocco, coloured 
(other than black). 

Saddle-trees. 

Saddlers’ ironmongery (except bits and stirrup irons), hames, and mounts 
for harness ; straining, surcingle, brace, girth, and roller webs; collar- 
check, and the same article plain, of such quality as may be approved 
by the Commissioner ; legging-buckles. 

Tanning materials, crude. 


Crass VILI.—Furniture, &c, 


Blind-webbing and tape. 
Upholsterers’ webbing, hair-seating, imitation hair-seating, curled hair, 
gimp and cord of wool, cotton, or silk, tufts and studs. 


Crass IX.—Cuina, Grass, &c. 


Rottles, empty, plain glass, not being cut or ground ; also, jars up to 3 in. 
in diameter at the mouth. 

Glass plates (engraved) for photo-lithographic work. 

Jars or other dutiable vessels, containing free goods or goods subject to a 
fixed rate of duty, and being ordinary trade packages for the goods 
contained in them. 


Crass X.—Fancy Goons, &c. 

Action-work and keys, in frames or otherwise, for manufacture of organs, 
harmoniums, and pianos, organ pipes, and stop-knobs. 

Artists’ canvas, colours, brushes, and pallet-knives. 

Magic-lanterns, lenses, and slides. 

Microscopes and astronomical telescopes, and lenses for same. 

Musical instruments specially imported for volunteer bands. 

Paintings, statuary, and works of art, presented to or imported by any 
public institution or art association registered as a body corporate, for 
display in the buildings of such institution or association, and not to be 
sold or otherwise disposed of. 

Photographic cameras and lenses. 

Photographs of personal friends in letters or packets. 

Precious stones, cut or uncut and unmounted. 

Sensitised surfaces for photographie purposes. 


Crass XI.—Paprr, &c. 


Bookbinders’ materials, viz. : cloth, leather, thread, headbands, webbing, 
end-papers, tacketing-gut, marbling-colours, marble-paper, blue paste for 
ruling-ink, staple-presses, wire staples, staple-sticks. 

Butter-paper, known as parchment paper or waxed paper. 

Cardboard and pasteboard, of sizes not less than that known as “ royal.” 

Cardboard boxes, material for, viz.: gold and silver paper, plain and 
embossed, gelatine and coloured papers, known as “‘ box papers.” 

Cartridge-paper for drawing-books. 

Cloth-lined boards not less than “ royal.” 

Cloth-lined papers, enamelled paper, ivorite and gelatine, metallic paper, 
not less than “ demy.” 
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No. Articles Free of Duty. 
Crass XI.—Parer, &c.—cont. 

387 | Copy-books and drawing-books. 

388 | Copying-paper, medium and double-foolscap, in original mill wrappers and 
labels. 

389 | Hand-made cheque-paper. 

390 | Ink, printing. 

391 Masticated para. 

392 | Millboard and bookbinders’ leather -board. 

323 | Paper, hand-made or machine-made book or writing, of sizes not less than 
the size known as “ demy,” when in original wrappers. 

394 | Printing-paper. 

395 | Printed books, papers, and music n.0.e. 

396 | School slates, and educational apparatus. 

Crass XIT.—Merats. 

897 | Anchors. 

398 | Artificers’ tools. 

399 | Axes and hatchets; spades, shovels, and forks; picks; mattocks; quartz 
and knapping hammers ; scythes, sheep shears, reaping-hooks ; soldering- 
irons ; paperhangers’ scissors ; butchers’ saws and cleavers. 

400 Axles, axle-arms, and boxes. 

401 | Band-saws and folding saws, including frames. 

402 | Bellows-nails. 

403 | Bicycles and tricycles, fittings for, viz.:—rubber tires, pneumatic tires, 
outside covers, and inner tubes; rubber and cork handles, and pedal 
rubbers ; also drop-forgings and stampings. ball-bearings, weldless steel 
tube in full lengths, rims, forks, and spokes in the rough. 

404 | Blacksmiths’ anvils, forges, and fans. 

405 | Bolts, 5 in. by 4 in. in diameter and under, and nuts for same. 

406 | Brass and copper, in pigs, bars, tubes, or sheets. 

407 | Brass tubing and stamped work, in the rough, for gasaliers and brackets. 

408 | Caps, percussion. 

409 | Card-clothing for wvollen-mills. 

410 | Chains, trace and plough chains; or metal articles required to repair or 
complete riding or driving harness or saddlery to be repaired or made 
in the colony. 

411 | Copper and composition rod, bolts, sheathing, and nails. 

412 | Couch-roll jackets, machine-wires, beater-bars, and strainer-plates for 
paper-mills. 

413 | Crucibles. 

414 | Emery-grinding machines and emery-wheels. 

415 | Empty iron drums, not exceeding 10 gallons capacity. 

416 | Engineers’ machine tools. 

417 | Hyelets. 

418 | Fire-engines, including Merryweather’s chemical fire-engines. 

419 | Fish-hooks. 

420 | Galvanising bath, welded. 

421 | Gas-engines and hammers, and oil-engines. 

422 | Glass-makers’ moulds. 

423 | Hydraulic cranes. 

424 | Iron- and brass-wove wire and wire-gauze; also wire-netting. 

425 | Iron boiler-plates and unflanged end-plates for boilers; boiler-tubes not 
exceeding 6 in. in diameter, and unflanged; Bowling’s expansion rings; 
furnace-flues. 

426 | Iron, plain black sheet, rod, bolt, bar, plate, hoop, and pig. 

427 | Iron rolled girders. 

428 | Iron plates, screws, and castings for ships. 

429 | Iron wire n.o.e., including fencing-wire, plain and barbed, 

430 | Lead, in pigs and bars. 

431 | Locomotives. 

432 | Machine saws. 


Machinery for gold-saving purposes and processes. 
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No. Articles Free of Duty. 

Crass XII.—Merrats—cont. 

434 | Metal fittings for trunks, portmanteaux, travelling bags, leggings, bags, 
and satchels. 

435 | Metal sheaves for blocks. . 

436 | Metallic capsules. 

437 | Perambulators and the like vehicles, fittings for, n.o.e. 

438 | Perforated or cellular sheet zinc or iron. 

439 | Printing type and materials n.0o.e. 

440 | Rails for railways and tramways. , 

441 | Reapers and binders, reaping and mowing machines, and extra parts for 
same; materials for manufacturing agricultural machinery, namely : 
reaper-knife sections, fingers, brass and steel springs, malleable castings, 
discs for harrows, mould-boards and plough-shares, mould-board ‘plates 
and steel share plates cut to pattern, skeith-plates, ploughs and harrows, 
combined threshers. 

442 | Riddles and sieves. 

443 | Rivets and washers. 

444 | Separators and coolers for dairying purposes. 

445 | Set screws, engineers’ studs, and split-pins. 

446 | Sewing-, knitting-, and kilting-machines. 

447 | Spiral springs (except sofa and mattress springs). 

448 | Steam and hydraulic pressure and vacuum gauges. 

449 | Surveyors’ steel bands and measuring-tapes. 

450 | Swords. 

451 | Tacks of all kinds. 

452 | Tea-packing lead. 

453 | Tin, in pigs, bars, or sheets. . 

454 | Tinsmiths’ fittings, including stamped or blocked tin, planished or un- 
planished. 

455 | Tins, tops of, ornamented. 

456 | Wire, of brass, copper, or lead. 

457 | Zine, plain sheet. 

458 | Zinc plates and copper plates for photolithographie work. 

Cuass &c. 

459 | Ash, hickory, and lancewood timber, unwrought. 

460 | Blacksmiths’ bellows. 

461 | Brush woodware. 

462 | Carriage and cart shafts, spokes and felloes in the rough ; hubs, all kinds 
poles, if unbent and unplaned, all kinds ; bent wheel-rims. 

463 | Carriage- and cart makers’ materials, viz.: springs, mountings, trimmings, 
| brass hinges, tire-bolts, shackle-holders, step-treads, and other iron 
fittings (except steps, lamp-irons, dash-irons, seat-rails, and fifth wheels), 
rubber-cloth. 

464 | Churns. 

465 | Lignum-vite. 

466 | Sieves, hair. 

467 | Wooden handles for tools. 

Crass &c. 

468 | Benzine, in bulk. 

469 | Oils, viz.: candlenut, fish, whale, seal, and penguin, and palm. 

470 | Paints and colours n.0.e. 

471 | Shale oil, once run, suitable for gas-making. 

472 | Spirits of tar. 

473 | Turpentine, driers, and terebene, 

Crass 
474 | Apparatus and appliances solely for teaching purposes, as may be approved 


by the Commiasioner. 
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No. Articles Free of Duty. 
Crass 

475 | Belting for machinery other than leather. 

476 | Binder-twine. 

477 | Bricks, other than fire-bricks. 

478 | Building materials n.o.e. 

479 | Brushes for cream-separators and combine-screens. 

480 | Candlenuts and candlenut-kernels. 

481 | Candle-wick. 

482 | Canvas aprons and elevators for reapers and binders, 

483 | Carpenters’ baskets. 

484 | Charts and maps. 

485 | Cottonwaste. 

486 | Dyestuffs and dyeing materials, crade. 

487 | Felt sheathing. 

488 | Food preservative n.0.e. 

489 | Gum boots. 

490 | Hawsers of 12 in. and over. 

491 | Honey and brown Windsor soap composition. 

492 | Iron and steel cordage. 

493 | Jute bagging, bags, and sacks. 

494 | Manures, 

495 | Marble and other stone, hewn or rough sawn, not dressed or polished. 

496 | Net-makers’ cotton twine. 

497 | Official supplies for consular officers of countries where a similar exemption 
exists in favour of British Consuls. 

498 | Paper-makers’ felts. 

499 | Passengers’ baggage aud effects, including only wearing apparel and other 
personal effects that have been worn or are in use by persons arriving in 
the colony ; also implements, instruments, and tools of trade, occupation, 
or employment of such persons; and household or other effects not 
exceeding 100/. in value, which have been in use for 12 months prior to 
einbarkation by the persons or families bringing them to the colony, and 
not intended for any other person or persons or for sale; also cabin 
furnishings belonging to such persons. 

500 | Plaster of Paris. 

501 | Powder, blasting and meal. 

502 | Ship chandlery n.o.e. 

503 | Ships’ rockets, blue lights, and danger signals. 

504 | Spirits for manufacturing perfumed spirit, flavouring essences, and culinary 
essences in manufacturing warehouses. ‘This exemption to cease on the 
lst day of February 1896. 

505 | Stones, mill, grind, oil, and whet. 

506 | Tobacco for sheepwash or for insecticide, after being rendered unfit for 
human consumption to the satisfaction of the Commissioner. 

507 | Treacle or molasses, mixed with bone-black in proportions to the satisfaction 
of the Commissioner. 

508 | Tubular woven cotton cloth in the piece, for meat-wraps. 

509 | Type-writers. 

510 | Wax, bottling. 

511 | Woolpacks and wool-pockets. 

512 | Yarn, viz., coir, flax, hemp. 

513 | Articles and materials (as may from time to time be specified by the 
Commissioner) which are suited only for, and are to be used solely in 
the fabrication of goods within the colony. All decisions of the Commis- 
sioner in reference to articles so admitted free to be published from time 
to time in the “ Gazette.” ; 

514 


And all articles not otherwise enumerated. 


91140. D 
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Table of Excise Duties. 
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Articles. 


Rates of Duty. 


Tobacco 
cigarettes, “and - 


Articles in which spirit is a necessary ingredient, 
manufactured in 2 warehouse appointed under 
section 26 of “The Customs Laws Consolida- 
tion Act, 1882, nainely,— 

peia tinctures, essences, extracts, 

and medicinal spirits containing more 
than 50 per cent. of proof spirit - - 

Pharmacopeia tinctures, essences, extracts, 
and medicinal spirits containing less than 
50 per cent. of proof spirit - 

Culinary and flavouring from 
Ist February 1896 - 

Perfumed spirit, from Ist February 1896 7 

Toilet preparations which are subject to ™ 
the liquid gallon on importation - 

Toilet preparations which are subject to 
25 per cent. duty on importation - 


Per Ib. 
Per gallon 


Per liquid gall. 12 
20 


” 


waor 


— 


Duties Imposed by His Excellency the Governor under Section 17 
of “ The Customs and Excise Duties Act, 1888.’ 


No. Articles. Rates of Duty. 
s. d. 

519 | Olive stones, ground (see “New cet 

Gazette,” 15th May 1890) - Per Ib. 0 4 
520 | Brewers’ caramel (see “‘ New Zealand Gazette, vg 

August 1890) 0 3 
521 | Liquid hops (see “ New Zealand Gazette,” 21st 

December 1893) - ~ - - 0 6 


| 
| 515 | 
516 
517 | 
518 | 
| | | 
| | Per lb. 0 9 . 
| 
| 12 
| 6 
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XIV.—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


SWEDEN. 
Harbour Dues on Partial Cargoes in Swedish Ports. 


A despatch, dated February 12 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. George E, Welby, Her Majesty’s 
Chargé d’Affaires at Stockholm, enclosing copy of a memo- 
randum received from the Swedish Ministry for Foreign Affairs, 
in reply to the representations made with regard to the amount 
of the harbour dues levied on partial cargoes at ports along the 
east coast of Sweden. 

These representations have been under careful consideration of 
the Swedish Government, and in accordance with the Royal 
Decree issued on October 11 last, renewing for a period of three 
years the concessions granted to the exporters of wood, it has 
been now decided that dues are only to be levied on half instead 
of on the whole tonnage of vessels in the case where the amount 
of the cargo shipped or discharged does not exceed the half of 
the total carrying capacity of the vessel. 

This regulation came into force on January 1 of the present 
year, and the necessary instructions with regard to it have been 
sent to the governors of the respective provinces. 


GERMANY. 
Importation of Tinned Meat. 


A despatch, dated February 19 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Frank Lascelles, Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Berlin, enclosing translation of an extract from 
the “Central-Blatt fiir das Deutsche Reich” of December 13 
last, notifying the following decision of the Federal Council 
relative to the Customs treatment of tinned meat :— 

* Meat (of cattle) imported in hermetically closed vessels, 
whether fresh or simply prepared (boiled, roast, smoked, or 
salted), shall be subject to the tariff duty of 20 marks per 
100 kilogrammes under No. 25 g 1 of the Tariff, even if it comes 
from countries having commercial treaties with Germany, or 
enjoying the advantages of the Most Favoured Nation clause.” 


FRANCE. 
New Entry into the Port of St. Nazaire. 


A despatch, dated February 25 last, has been received from 
the Foreign Office with copy of an extract from the “Journal 
Officiel,” containing text of a law of the 20th February last, 
authorising the construction of a new entry into the port of St. 
Nazaire at a cost of 12,000,000 frs, (480,000/.), and detailing the 
means by which such a sum is to be raised. 


D2 
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Regulations affecting the Port of St. Nazaire. 


The}. “Journal Officiel” of February 9 last contains a 
Presidential Decree, by virtue of which the following regulations 
are made respecting the port of St. Nazaire. 

Art. 1. The pert of St. Nazaire (Loire Inférieure) is added 
to those designated for the free admission of products of the 
island of Corsica. 

Art. 2. The Custom-house of St. Nazaire is opened to the 
importation of mineral oils and their essences, cotton yarns, wool, 
alpaca, lama, vicuna, camels hair, rattans (not worked up) of 
9 millimetres or less in diameter. 

Art. 3. This office is also authorised to receive the primary 
declarations, and to pass the papers in connection with the 
shipments of sugar exports after discharge of temporary admission 


bonds. 
Art. 4. The same office is added to others previously designated 


for the importation under the rules for temporary admission of 
the following articles :— 
1. Chlorate of potash for conversion into chlorate of soda, or 


chlorate of baryta. 

2. “ Crépe de chine,” plain, in shawls or lengths, for the purpose 
of being embroidered, dyed, or printed. 

3. Foulards, unbleached, and tissues of silk waste in lengths, 
for the purpose of being printed, dyed, and prepared. 

4. Tissues of silk mixed with cotton or other materials, for the 
purpose of being printed, dyed, and prepared. 

The re-exportation of the above-named products after being 
worked up can also be effected at this office. 


Alteration of Pilotage Dues at St. Maio and St. Servan. 

A communication, dated February 13 last, has been received 
at the Foreign Office from Mr. M. C. Gurney, Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Cherbourg, stating that the rate of pilotage at the ports 
of St. Malo and St. Servan have been altered and fixed as 
follows :-— 


Steamers, inwards, 0°215 fr. per register ton. 
outwards, 0°200 fr. 
Sailing vessels, inwards, 0°430 fr. a 
aa outwards, 0.400 fr. xe 


plus 3 per cent. for the pilot-major. 


Customs Regulations. 


Copies of Custom-house circulars have been received at the 
Foreign Office from the Marquis of Dufferin and Ava, Her 
Majesty’s Ambassador at Paris, by which is decreed— 

“ The prohibition until further orders of the export to Cuba 
from France, Algeria, French colonies, and countries under the 
french protectorate, of all war arms or finished portions thereof 


and ammunition.” 
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Increased Export Duty on Paddy. 

A despatch, dated February 11, last has been received from the 
Foreign Office, enclosing extract from the “Journal Officiel” of 
February 2 last, containing a decree of the Governor-General of 
Franco-Indo-China, as follows :— 

Art. 1. The export duties on paddy and on cargo rice con- 
taining more than 33 per cent. of paddy are increased by 9 
centimes per 100 kilos. nett. 

Art. 2, This increase is temporary only, and essentially re- 
vocable. 

Art. 3. The Lieutenant-Governor of Cochin China is charged 
with the execution of the present decree, which comes provisionally 
into force from January 1, 1896, and will be submitted for the 
approval of the President of the Republic. 


BELGIUM. 
Tariff Modifications. 

A despatch, dated March 5 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir F. R. Plunkett, Her Majesty’s Minister 
at Brussels, enclosing copy of extract from the ‘“ Moniteur 
Belge,” publishing the following modifications in the Belgian 
Customs tariff :— 

“The undermentioned articles, hitherto classed under ‘ mer- 
cerie’ and ‘ quincailterie,’ are ranged under ‘ produits divers pour 
Yindustrie,’ and dutiable at 5 per cent. ad valorem :— 

“1. Small wooden tubes used in connection with toy balloons. 

“2. Wooden capsules for corks, wood or china joints, and bone 

and china pieces serving as mountings for feeding bottles. 

« 3. Bone shields used in connection with feeding bottles.” 


SPAIN. 
New Custom-house at Limpias (Santander), 

A despatch, dated February 10 last, has been received from 
Sir H. Drummond Wolff, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Madrid, 
enclosing a translation of a Royal order authorising the estab- 
lishment of a Custom-house at Limpias (Santander), to he 
administered by the officers of the Custom-house at Santoiia. 


Olco-naphtha and Lubricating Oils. 
According to the “Journal Officiel,” by a Royal order of 
December 10, 1895, oleo-naphtha, lubricating oils, and other 
articles comprised in paragraphs 8 and 9 of the tariff, imported in 


barrels or otherwise, will pay duty according to their net weight, 
tare being allowed for the recipients. 


Flour and Groats, 

The “ Journal Officiel” states that by a recent Royal order it 
was decided that, when a shipment of flour contains less than 
5 per cent. of groats, it shall be taxed as flour; otherwise it will 
pay the duty leviable on groats, 
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Consular Dues. 


A report, dated 24th February last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. W. Wyndham, Her Majesty’s Consul at 
Barcelona, forwarding translation of a copy of a Departmental 
Order which had been received by the Collector of Customs at 
Barcelona from the Direction-General of Customs in Madrid, and 
which is already being carried out by the Barcelona Custom House. 

The order throws upon the captain of each vessel, British or 
foreign, the responsibility of proving that he has paid the proper 
consular dues to the Spanish Consul at the port of loading, and 
authorises the Collector of Customs to charge them on the arrival 
of the vessel here if proof be not presented in the shape of a 
receipt from the Consul or a note by him on the manifest of the 
steamer, stating the amount of fees paid. 


ITALY. 
Payment of Duties in Small Coin and Paper. 


The “ Journal Officiel” states that by a decree of the 14th 
December 1895, the regulatioms of the decrees of 31st March, 
26th July, 28th December 1894, and 19th June 1895, concern- 
ing the acceptance of smail silver money and paper money in 
payment of import duties in Italy, will remain in force until 
30th June 1896. Not more than 100 francs for each payment 
will be taken in small Italian silver coin. 


Classification of Lace Goods sewn in Lengths. 


A despatch, dated February 23 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Clare Ford, Her Majesty’s Ambassador 
at Rome, with reference to the classification under the Italian 
tariff of lace goods when sewn together in lengths. The College 
of Customs Experts have decided that two or more pieces or 
strips of lace or tissue of the same quality when sewn together 
for the purpose of obtaining pieces or strips of greater length, do 
not constitute “sewn articles” (cucitura) in the sense of the 


Italian tariff. 


Tare Regulations, 

The “ Bollettino di Notizie Commerciali” publishes extracts 
from ordinances of the Austro-Hungarian Customs, by which an 
additional 13 per cent. is to be added to the nett weight of liquid 
chlorate of zinc imported in tank wagons. With regard to raw 
coffee in bales, the tare is fixed at 3—5 per cent. of the gross 
weight. 


Unitep STATES, 
Customs Decisions. 


The following decisions relating to the classification of ‘articles 
in the Customs tariff and the application of the Customs laws of 
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the United States have recently been given by the Customs 
authorities in that country :-— 

Blocks of lignum-vitee suitable for the manufacture of bowling 
balls are free of duty under paragraph 679. 

Tiles with only one colour burned in, not being known 
commercially as encaustic tiles, are dutiable at 25 per cent. under 
paragraph 78. 

orsted yarn twisted with spun silk is assessed for duty at 
45 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 302, Tariff Act of 1894, 
as manufactures of silk, or of which silk is the component material 
of chief value, not specially provided for in said Act. 

Jute webbing is dutiable under paragraph 263 as “ webbing * * * 
made of cotton or other vegetable fibre,” at 45 per cent. ad 
valorem. 

Plaster of Paris busts are assessed for duty at 55 per cent, 
ad valorem under paragraph 100 of Tariff Act of 1890. 

Crude potassium metal is to pay duty at the rate of 20 per 
cent. under section 3, 

Cotton anklets or cuffs, knit, are dutiable at 35 per cent, 
ad valorem under paragraph 264. 

Magnesium powder is free of duty under paragraph 544. 


GUATEMALA. 
Tariff Modifications, 


A despatch, dated 23rd January last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. J. Frederick Roberts, Her Majesty’s 
Chargé d’Affaires at Guatemala, stating, with respect to the 
modifications in the Customs tariff of Guatemala (see p. 295), the 
greatest increase in the tariff is on silks, satins, and articles made 
thereof. There is also an increase in the duty on corn, which, 
though small, will be a burden on the people, as increasing the 
price of breadstufts. The object of this tax appears to be to try 
and get the people of Guatemala to grow more wheat and other 
cereals, for which the highlands of the republic are very suitable. 

The reductions in the tariff are largest on drugs, hardware, and 
some cotton and linen goods. 

Taking additions and alterations as a whole, they may be con- 
sidered as beneficial to the community at large, the general 
tendency thereof being to increase the rates on “ articles de luxe” 
and goods mostly in demand by the wealthier classes, and to 
reduce somewhat the tariff on the commoner class of goods and 
such as are of more general utility. 


JAPAN. 
Duties to be Charged on British Imports. 


A despatch, dated February 6 last, has been received from the 
Foreign Office enclosing copy of “ Treaty Series No. 2, 1896” 
(noticed in the Review of Trade Blue Books on p. 237 of the 
February number of the “ Board of Trade Journal”) being the 
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Supplementary Convention between Great Britain and Japan, 
respecting the duties to be charged on British goods imported 
into Japan. 

The articles of this Convention, which was signed at Tdkiéd on 
July 16 last, and ratified on November 21 last, are as follows :— 

1. The tariff annexed to this Convention shall be substituted 
for the ad valorem tariff annexed to the Protocol of July 
16, 1894, it shall be subject to all the stipulations contained 
in Art. 1 of that Protocol in so far as these are applicable, 
and it shall come into force one month after the exchange of 
the ratifications of this Convention. 

2. The specific duties established by this Convention shall be 
subject to triennial readjustment. Such readjustment shall be 
based on the difference between the average of the two quarterly 
rates of exchange adopted by the Japanese customs during the 
six months ending June 30, 1894, and the average of the rates 
of exchange adopted by the Japanese Customs for the four 
quarters preceding that in which each successive period of three 
years expires. 

The schedule of readjusted duties shall be published by the 
Japanese Government three months in advance, and shall take 
effect immediately upon the expiration of the said period. 

It is understood between the High Contracting Parties that 
the operation of this stipulation shall be subject to the acceptance 
of a similar arrangement by the other Powers with whom Con- 
ventional Tariffs are now being negotiated by Japan. 

3. The quarterly rates of exchange mentioned in the pre- 
ceding article are the rates determining the comparative values, 
as entered in the quarterly tables published by the Japanese 
Department of Finance, of the present Japanese silver yen on the 
one hand, and of the English pound sterling on the other. 

4. The present Convention shall have the same duration as 
the Treaty and Protocol concluded on July 16, 1894, of which it 


is a complement. 

5. The present Convention shall be ratified, and the ratifica- 
tions shall be exchanged at Tékid as soon as possible, and not 
later than six months from the present date. 


Tariff. 
No. Articles. Duty. 
Yen 
1 | Caoutchoue, manufactures of - 10°), ad val. 
2 | Cement, Portland - ° - - | 100 catties 0°065 
3 | Cotton yarns, plain or dyed - . = 4°180 
Cotton tissues : 

4 Drills - - - - | Square yard 0-016 
5 Duck - 4 ” 0-053 
6 Handkerchiefs in the piece - 0-011 
7 Prints - - 0-012 
~ Sateens, plain, figured or printed, brocades, 

Italians and figured shirtings - 0°017 


i 
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No. Articles. Duty. 
Cotton tissues—cont. Yen. 

9 Shirtings, dyed - - - - | Square yard 0°013 
10 ” grey = ” 0 006 
1l ” twilled 0-011 
12 | white or bleached - ° 0:010 
13 | ‘T-cloths - - ” 0-009 
14 ‘Turkey red cambrics - - - - 0-012 
15 | Velvets or velveteens - - - io 0°041 
16 Victoria lawns - fe 0-006 


17 All other sorts of pure and ell 
| of cotton mixed with flax, hemp, or other fibre, 
including wool, the cotton, however, predomina- 
| in weight, not for in this 

| 


is understood that rendy- 
made clothing and other made-up articles are 
not included under the heading of cotton tissues. 

18 | Glass, window, ordinary— 


(a.) Uncoloured and unstained 

‘| (b,) Coloured, stained, and ground 

19 Hats, including also hats - felt - - 
20 Indigo, dry - 


| Iron and mild steel— 

Pig andingot - - 
22 | Bar and rod, exceeding }-inch i in diameter - 

| 


(a.) Plain - - 

(b.) Galvanised - - 
24 Pipes and tubes - - - + 
25 Plate and sheet - - - - - 
26 Rails - - - 
27 Screws, bolts, and nuts, plain and galvanised * 
28 Sheet, galvanised, both plain and corrugated - 
29 Tinned plates :— 

(a.) Ordinary - 

(6.) Crystallised - 


| Wire, and <— rod not exceeding } }ineh in 
4 diameter - 
| 


31 Wire, telegraph or galvanised - - 
Nore.—By the term “ mild steel” as need is in this 
tariff is understood mild steel manufactured by 
the Siemens, Bessemer, Bassic, or similar pro- 
cesses, and approximating in value to iron of the 
same class in this tariff. 
32 | Lead, pig, ingot, and slab - - - ° 
33 | Leather :— 
(a.) Sole - 
(b.) Other kinds - ° 
34 | Linen yarns, plain or dyed - - 
Linen tissues :— 
35 Canvas - - - - - « 
36 All other sorts - 2 
Nore.-~-I¢ is expressly understood that ready-made 
clothing and other made-up articles are not in- 
cluded under the heading of nen tissues, 
37 | Mercury or quicksilver - 
38 Milk, condensed or desiccated - - - | 


Nails, including spikes, sprigs; tacks, “ brads:— 


10 °/, ad val. 


100 sq.ft.  0°302 
10 cle ad val. 


100 catties 12°953 


0-083 
0°261 


0°573 
10 °/, ad val. 
10 °/, ad val. 
| 100 catties 0° 296 
0°129 
10 ad val. 
100 catties 


” 0°691 
10 °/, ad val. 


100 catties 0° 503 


0°256 
0-316 
5-690 


” 
10 °/, ad val. 
100 catties 6°527 


Square yard 0:047 
10 °/, ad val. 


100 catties 5°048 

| (Doz. 1 Ib. 

tins and 

propor- 

tionately 
for tins 

il of other 
weights - 


| 
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f No. Articles. | Duty. 
Yen 
39 | Oil, paraffin - - - - - | 10 °/, ad val. 
| 40 | Paint in oil - - - - - 100 catties 1°304 
41 | Paper, printing - - - - | 1°163 
42 | Saltpetre (nitrate of potash) - 0°490 
I 43 | Silk-faced cotton satins - 15 °/,, ad val. 
Norr.—It is expressly understood that all other 
mixed tissues of cotton and silk, and of wool 
and silk, where the cotton or wool "predominates 
in weight, are to be classed for duty under Nos. 
17 and 61 of this tariff respectively. 
Steel (other than mild steel) : 
44 Ingot - ~ - 5 °/, ad 
: 45 Bar, rod, plate, and sheet - 73 i, ad val. 
46 Wire, and small rod ine i in 
diameter - 100 catties 1°819 
47 | Sugar, refined : 
(a.) No. 15 to No. 20, inclusive, angen standard 
in colour 0°748 
(6.) Above No, 20 Dutch standard i in - 0°827 
Tin: 
48 Block, pig, and - - - 1°992 
49 Plates - - - - 10 °/, ad val. 
50 | Wax, paraffin - | 100 catties 0°544 
1 51 and worsted yarns, shine or 9°169 
Woollen and worsted tissues, pure or mixed with 
other material : 
52 Alpacas sq. yd. 0°075 
t 53 Blanketing and whipped blankets in plain 
weave - 100 catties 7°458 
54 Buntings “ - | sq. yd. 0°031 
55 Cloth : 
i (a.) Wholly of woollen or worsted yarn or of 
woollen and worsted yarns, such as broad, | 
narrow, and army cloth, tweeds 
and worsted coatings - - | 0:093 
} (6.) In part of woollen or worsted. yarn and | 
in part of cotton yarn, such as pilot, protien, | 
and vnion cloth = - - 0°039 
56 Flannels - - 6°044 
57 Italian cloth - - - - - 3 0°029 
58 Long ells - - - 6-036 
59 Mousseline de laine - - 0-021 
60 Serges :— 
(a. a> Where the warp is weet ma the weft 
woollen - 0°056 
(6.) All other kinds - 10 ad val, 
i 61 All other sorts, pure or mixed with other material, 
the wool, however, predominating in weight, 
: not specially provided for in this tariff - 10 °/, ad val. 
} Nore.—-It is expressly understood that ready-made 
clothing and other made-up articles are not in- 
cluded under the heading of woollen and worsted 
tissues. 
62 | Yarns, all sorts, not for in this 
Tariff - - 10 °/, ad val. 
Zine :— 
63 Block, pig, and slab - - - | 100 catties 0°451 
64 Sheet - - - ” 0°928 
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Weights Measures, and Coins. 


The catty mentioned in this tariff is the Japanese weight. It 
is equal to 600 grms. of the metric system of weights, or 
132277 lbs. English avoirdupois weight. 

The pound is the English avoirdupois weight. 

The square yard and square foot are the English Imperial 
surface measures. 

The yen is the present Japanese silver yen of 900 fineness and 
416 grains in weight. 


Rule for Calculating ad valorem Duties. 


Import duties payable ad valorem under this tariff shall be 
calculated on the actual cost of the articles at the place of pur- 
chase, production, or fabrication, with the addition of the cost of 
insurance and transportation from the place of purchase, produc- 
tion, or fabrication, to the port of discharge, as well as commission, 
if any exists. 

Rule for the Measurement of Tissues. 

In determining the dutiable width of any tissue the Customs 
shall discard all fractions of an inch not exceeding half an inch, 
and shali count as a full inch all fractions exceeding half an inch. 

Norr.—It is understood that selvedges shall not be included in 
the measurement of tissues. 


BritisH 
Tariff Decisions. 

By a Customs circular, dated December 21 last, the Govern- 
ment of India has decided that drosophores worked by steam may 
be held to be included in clause (a) of No. 14 of Schedule IV. of 
the Indian Tariff Act, 1894, as machinery employed in the 
spinning and weaving of cotton, and therefore exempt from duty. 
This ruling may be treated as applying to other apparatus 
similarly used in mills for humidifying the air. 


Tariff Modifications. 

The rates of duty and tariff valuations for the following articles 
when imported into British India have been changed since the 
passing of the Indian Customs Act 16, of 1894. The tariff 
valuations and duties now payable are shown in the following 
statement. The figures in brackets show the numbers of the 
articles in the old tariff :— 


Rate 


Articles, Tariff Valuation. | of Import 
Duty. 
(44) Cotton, and articles made of cotton : — R. a. p. 
Cotton twist and yarn - ye ont Free 
x» piece goods, hosiery, and all other 
cotton goods not otherwise described - ad val. 83° 
(83) Rose water |Imp.gallon2 0 0 5 
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XV.—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR REPORTS. 


Tue New Russian Port or Froposia. 


A despatch, dated December 31 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. W. E. Goschen, Her Majesty’s Secretary 
of Embassy at St. Petersburg, stating that it has long been the 
intention of the Russian Government to close the harbour of 
Sevastopol for commercial purposes. An ordinance was issued 
on the 11th (23rd) May 1890, instructing the Ministry of Ways 
to study the question of the construction of the port of Feodosia 
(principally in the interests of the export grain trade) and of the 
railway connection between it and the town of Djankoi on the 
Crimean line. 

In August last, a special commission was sent to examine the 
works, and the port was formally inaugurated on the 9th (2ist) 
September. It will not acquire its full importance till the trade 
has been definitely diverted from Sevastopol after the date fixed, 
namely, the Ist (13th) September 1899. 

The harbour looks towards the north, and one of the ‘principal 
tasks has been the construction of a narrow mole to protect it 
against the east and north-east winds. This mole runs approxi- 
mately from south to north, and is not intended for the use of 
ships. It measures some 620 metres in length and possesses a 
lighthouse of the fourth dimension at its end. The entrance to 
the harbour lies between this point and another broader mole to 
the west of it, jutting out at right angles to the land and forming 
the northern boundary of the karbour, which is thus enclosed 
between them. The port lights are situated at its extremity. 
Ships can unload on both sides of this mole, and its exposed 
(northern) side is destined for the use of the coasting trade. 
There is also a wooden structure for the convenience of the 
Russian Navigation Company, and another one is being built 
for vessels of other private companies. 

The total length of the quays round the harbour is about 1,234 
metres. Its surface area is 109,300 square metres. 

The depth has been wrongly given as 26—28 feet in several 
notices on the subject; the real depth is uniformly 24 feet, with 
the exception of a small area at the south-eastern extremity that 
measures only 19 feet. It is proposed to dredge this down to the 
same depth in the course of time. The quays are so constructed 
as to allow of further deepening. 

There are large warehouses for the storage of grain along the 
quays, and a house for the electric light machinery. Other 
buildings are in connection with the railway. Sites have been 
chosen for future elevators. ’ 

The cost of the works hitherto has amounted to 3,642,571 
roubles, about 400,000/., which is below the credit of 4,200,000 
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roubles, about 450,000/., assigned in 1891. The future expen- 
diture to be incurred in the laying down of rails and of the 
necessary harbour works in connection with the railway, as well 
as in wharves, sheds, electric light, elevators, &c., is estimated at 
5,000,000 roubles, about 550,0002. 

In 1894 the trade of Feodosia attained something approaching 
9 million pouds (145,084 tons), and this figure will probably be 
trebled when Sevastopol is closed. ‘The population of the town 
has doubled within the last 10 years. 


Peat-Coat Norway, 


A report, dated 21st February last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. A. Stewart MacGregor, Her Majesty’s 
Acting Consul-General at Christiania, enclosing specimen of a 
new fuel, peat-coal, together with report of the inventor, Mr. 
William Schéning, who claims to have discovered a practical 
means of converting peat into a cheap and valuable fuel. 

Mr. W. Schéning states that after long continued experiments, 
he attempted the simplest and most evident manner of pressing 
the peat, at the same time carbonising (charring) it in the press, 
Both the ready-made product and the following patent claim 
(* Patent) Krav”), viz., “the conversion of peat into coal by 
pressing the turf between heated plates or rollerz,”—are already 
patented in Norway, Germany, and Luxembourg, and steps have 
been taken towards obtaining letters patent in the following 
countries :— Sweden, Denmark, Finland, Russia, Austria, Hun- 
gary, Italy, Switzerland, France, Belgium, Great Britain and 
reland, Spain, Canada, and the United States, 

In order to test the heating capacity of the new fuel it was 
analysed by Mr. Schmelck, analyst to the City of Christiania, 
with the following results :— 


Per Cent. 

Carbon - - - - 66°15 
Hydrogen - 660 
Oxygen - - - - 17°75 
Nitrogen - - - 186 
Sulphur - - - - 0°38 
Ashes - - 376 
Moisture - - 350 

100-00 


According to Mr. Schmelck’s further analysis it has a firing 
value of 6,556 degrees of heat (“ Calorier”) per kilog. 

The Consul-General at Christiania, commenting on Mr. W. 
Schéning’s invention, says that if, when thoroughly inquired into 
and tested, the worth of the various inventions be anything like 
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that which is claimed for them, it seems a pity, in these times of 
depressed agriculture and vexed land questions, that Great 
Britain, and especially Ireland, should not participate in the 
advantages accruing from the utilisation of their peat moors. 


Tse Exports or DanisH 


The British Vice-Consul at Copenhagen says that the increase 
in the export of butter from Denmark in 1894 was very consider- 
able, it being about 20,000,000 lbs. more than in the preceding 

ear, 

: It thus proves that in spite of all competition the Danish butter 
has not only been able to maintain its position, but has gained a 
considerably larger market in England. The enormous increase 
in quantity is due to the cheapness of fodder. Of late years 
great quantities of cheap rye and barley—the latter especially 
from the Black Sea—have been imported into Denmark, and these 
cereals have mostly been used for fodder, thus very greatl 
increasing the produce of butter. It is also a fact that the middle 
classes in England seem nowadays more and more to adopt a 
continental mode of living, in which butter is a most important 
feature, thus naturally increasing the market in England, which it 
is hoped may be maintained as long as all efforts are made both 
by way of experience and science to keep up the first-class 
position of the Danish butter. The only complaint is the fall in 
ptice. In the interesting report’of the Danish Chamber of Com- 
merce for 1894 the farmers are most seriously advised to reduce 
the expenses connected with the manufacture of butter so as to 
enable them to sell cheaper, whereby, in the opinion of the 
Chamber, the market in England will be secured for a long time. 
— (No. 1,660, Foreign Office Annual Series.) 


TRADE oF GERMANY WITH BritisH AND GERMAN COLONIES 
IN AFRICA, 


A despatch, dated February 18 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Frank C. Lascelles, Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Berlin, stating that the “ Kolonial-Blatt” of the 
15th of February publishes an extract from “the Statistical 
«¢ Abstract for the several Colonial and Other Possessions of the 
“ United Kingdom for 1894,” from which it appears that the 
trade with Germany of the several British colonies in Africa 
amounted in value tu :— 

Imports from Germany, 915,978/.; Exports to Germany, 
621,728/. ; together amounting to 1,537,706/. 
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From figures published in the “ Siatistisches Jahrbuch fiir das 

Deutsche Reich ” it appears that the trade of Germany with the 

German colonies in Africa amounted in 1894 to:--- ' 
Imports, 213,000/.; exports, 269,000. ; or together, 482,000/. 


Repuction oF Rates on COAL FROM 
TO Batic Ports. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
a telegram from Her Majesty’s Consul at Stettin, dated the 
22nd February last, stating that a reduction of railway rates to 
2s. 9d. per ton on coal from Silesia to that port was to come into 
force from the 1st March. 


Export TRADE OF TOGOLAND. 


A despatch, dated February 18 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Frank C. Lascelles, Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Berlin, stating that, according to the “ Kolonial 
Blatt” of the 15th February the export trade of Togoland 
amounted in the first six months of the financial year 1895-6 to 
a value of 82,451/, against 82,556/. in the corresponding months 
of the preceding year. 

The export of palm oil and palm nuts decreased, owing to an 
unfavourable season, but the export of indiarubber for the six 
months increased from a value of 2,200/. to 6,5501. 

The export of the latter article had already increased from 
4,950. in 1893 to 5,750/. in 1894, 


Liquor Trarric in German Souru-West Arnica, 

A despatch, dated February 17 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Frank C. Lascelles, Her Majesty’s Am- 
bassador at Berlin, stating that in the “ Kolonial-Blatt” of the 
15th February the following statistics are published with refer- 
ence to the traffic in spirituous liquors :— 


(1.) Imported into the Cameroons, 1894 : 


Litres. 
Rum - - - - - 1,648,325 45,511 
Liqueurs - - . - 32,000 3,541 
Wine - - - - -- 2,882 
55,043 


or a value of 55,0001, out of a total import of 324,000/, 
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(2.) Imported into German South-West Africa from Cape 
own: 


Litres £ 
Gin - - - 1,294 194 
— spirit - - - - - 480 145 
um - 2 
gnac - - - ~ 868 294 
1,400 


: a value of 1,400/. out of a total import of 22,000/. from Cape 
own. 


REGISTRATION OF ForEIGNERS IN THY 


A report, dated January 1 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Montagu Loftus, British Vice-Consul 
at Madrid, in which he states that all foreigners have to be 
registered on arrival in the register of the Civil Governor of 
Manila, as also in the register of their respective consulates. 
They should therefore apply to the consulate for registration as 
soon as possible in order to obtain their “ Cedula de Inscripcion,” 
without which they are prohibited from carrying on any business 
whatsoever. This Cedula also gives them the right of freely 
circulating through any part of the colony. The poll tax imposed 
on all Chinese landing in the Philippines has been raised to 
50 dols. per head. (No. 1664.— Foreign Office Annual Series.) 


Careors or SALT, Tosacco, &o. ror ITatian Ports. 


A report, dated February 24 last, has been received from Mr. 
Charles A. Payton, Her Majesty's Consul at Genoa, transmitting 
copy of a notice issued by a respectable firm of shipbrokers and 
shipping agents at Genoa concerning the difficulties and delays 
to which vessels may be exposed which call at Italian ports with 
whole or part cargoes of salt on board, mention being made also 
of tobacco, coffee, sugar, tea, spirits, matches, and explosives. 

The following is a copy of the notice in question :— 

* Salt and tobacco are both Government monopolies as per law 
issued 15th June 1865, No. 2397, Art. I.: 

“ This law absolutely prohibits the entry into any ports of Italy 
(Sicily and Sardinia excluded) of steamers or sailing vessels with 
whole or part cargoes of salt on board, in transit or otherwise, 
whereas the law permits the entry and transit of steamers or sailing 
vessels having tobacco and cigars on board at the following 
ports: Ancona, Bari, Genoa, Leghorn, Messina, Naples, Venice 
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Civita Vecchia ; provided the tobacco and cigars are stowed in 
such manner in the holds as to be easily verified and controlled, 
and eventually weighed and discharged if required, the Italian 
Customs having this option. 


“The law concerning the salt, although so old, has been allowed 
to remain dormant and has not been enforced, the Customs 
throughout the country having, until quite recently, allowed 
vessels with salt on board to touch at all ports without objection. 

“We learn on inquiry that the Austrian steamer ‘ Pandora’ 
recently touched at Barletta with 400 tons of salt on board in 
transit for the Brazils; the importance of the quantity recalled 
the attention of the Government to the existence of the said 
law, the result being that the steamer was refused admission and 
obliged to return to its original port to get rid of the salt, severe 
instructions being forthwith telegraphed to all the Customs 
throughout the country (excepting Sicily and Sadinia) to insist in 
the future upon the strict observaace of the law. 

“In addition to the foregoing remarks re salt and tobacco, we 
would recommend your attention to the careful declaration of 
coffee, sugar, tea, spirits, and matches, which, although allowed 
entry into Italy, are subjected to the close inspectien of the 
authorities in consequence of the heavy duty on same. 

“We would also point out to you that explosives are also 
liable to special supervision, that is to say, they must be stowed 
in such manner as to he able eventually to be easily discharged 
on arrival, and deposited in the Government warehouse until 
steamer’s departure.” 


New Austrian Copyriert Law. 

A despatch, dated February 6 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir E. Monson, Her Majesty’s Ambassador 
at Vienna, transmitting the text (together with the translation 
thereof) of a law dated the 26th of December 1895, concerning 
the copyright in Austria of works of literature, art, and 
photography. 

This law was published in the Official Gazette on the 31st 
December last. 


ConcEssION FOR RAILWAYS IN SERVIA. 


A report, dated February 20 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Ranald D. G. Macdonald, Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Belgrade, stating that a law has been published in the 
“Servian Official Gazette” conferring upon a certain Mr. Maxi 
S. Antorijevitch, a jeweller of Belgrade, a concession for the 
construction and working of “a network of local railways whose 
object it is to connect a district having ‘the town of Pojarevatz as 
its chief centre with the Danube, and perhaps, ultimately, with 
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the existing railway main lines. The district in question is rich 
in mineral resources, especially coal, and its wheat is said to be 
the best in Servia. Direct communication between Pojarevatz 
(upon which the chief country roads converge) and the Danube 
is secured by a road of about nine miles in length, terminating at 
the landing stage and Custom-house of Doubravitsa. Over two 
hours are required by country carts to cover this distance, and 
the high charges asked for transport have hitherto acted as a 
serious obstacle to the proper development of trade. 

The railways which the concessionaire now proposes to 
construct are :— 

From Doubravitsa to Pojarevatz, nine miles. 

From Pojarevatz to the village of Male Isrnitche, on the south- 
east, six and a half miles. 

From Pojarevatz to the village of Osipaonitsa, on the south- 
west, eight and a quarter miles. 

From Pojarevatz to the town of Svilajnatz, on the south, 
28 miles. 

The total length of the network (calculated from the length of 
the roads as shown on the staff map) will therefore amount to 
about 52 miles. 

The lines will run within the six-metre spaces which the law 
reserves on either side of the high roads, and the concessionaire 
is free to choose steam or electricity as the motive power. The 
State is pledged to grant no other private railway concessions on 
either side of the proposed line from Doubravitsa to Svilajnatz, 
within a distance of 10 miles on the east and as far as the River 
Morava on the west, a stipulation which has the effect of insuring 
to the concessionaire the possibility of ultimately connecting this 
railway with the State line running north and souih along the 
western bank of the Morava. Liberal privileges are also granted 


for the free importation and conveyance on the State railways, 


at simple cost of transport, of material and rolling stock, and for 


exempting the conces-ionaire during 15 years from the payment 


ot State and communal taxes, and for the utilisation of stone, 
gravel, timber, and water power. 
The duration of tke concession is fixed at 65 years from the 


opening of traffic. The plans for the Pojarevatz-Doubravitsa 


Railway are to be submitted to the Minister of Public Works 
within 10 months from the date of the concession, and the 
construction of this line must be completed within 16 months 
from the approval of the plans. 

The State reserves to itself the right to take over the railways 
in case of war or any other emergency, and to purchase them 
from the concessionaire at the expiration of 30 years, or in event 
of the latter becoming bankrupt. 

Freedom is given to the concessionare to fix the tariff of 
charges for transport, which must not, however, exceed that which 
prevails on the Servian State Railways. 


WW 
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New Raitway SErvVIA. 


A despatch, dated February 12 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Edmund V. Fane, Her Majesty’s 
Minister at Belgrade, reporting that a Royal Ukase has been 
issued authorising the Servian Government to lay before the 
Skupshtina a “ Projet de Loi” for granting a concession for the 
construction and working of a railway to connect the town of 
Nisch with Kladovo on the Danube. The question of a law to 
authorise the construction of a railway from Belgrade to Valjevo, 
in the west of Servia, is also likely to be discussed in the 
Chamber. 


Tue SHARE OF ENGLAND IN TuE Import TRADE 
OF SALONICA. 


Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Salonica, in a recent report, 
says that a further diminution in imports to Salonica was 
experienced in 1894. The drop was, however, less considerable 
than that which occurred in 1893, and, taking the two years 
together, it may be said that the import trade was fairly brisk. 
The diminution in the two years is sufficiently explained by the 
stagnation in the grain export trade. 

ingland stili holds a larger share of the import trade in 
general than any other country. 

Five-sixths of the cotton goods come from Manchester, and 
English manufacturers have of late years successfully imitated the 
striped cottons and coloured handkerchiefs which, until 1890, 
were supplied by Switzerland and other continental countries. 
A leading importer has furnished the following notes on the 
subject :—In addition to the rich assortment of handkerchiefs 
already imported from England, three favourite varieties of Swiss 
handkerchiefs are now copied there with satisfactory results. 
About 100,000 doz. of these three varieties are annually im- 
ported, at prices from 10d. to 4s. per doz. Lven “ yazmas” 
(kerchiefs used chiefly as a head-dress for native women) 
have begun to be imitated. The following articles are also 
now imported from England as well as from Switzerland, viz., 
“alajas,” of which 70,000 pieces of 45 to 50 yards by 14} to 
19 inches are imported at prices from 14d. to 2}d. per yard; and 
cotton trouserings, of which the annual import is 10,000 pieces 
of 60 to 70 yards by 20 to 22 inches, the price being 2d. to 3d. 
per yard. 

England still keeps the leading place in the supply of cotton 
yarns, but is being hard pressed by Italian competition, especially 
in the coloured article. In red yarns Austria has the pre- 
ponderance. 

England is apparently losing ground in woollen goods. In 
cloth England sends only the first qualities, but there are still 
hopes for the development of the British cloth trade, as increasing 
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quantities are required in Macedonia, Flannels come almost 
exclusively from Germany. 

It is satisfactory to note that the import of English hats is 
increasing, in spite of the cheapness of the inferior Austrian and 
Italian articles. 

Unti) quite lately Austria held the market in gloves, but 
English competition is now beginning to make itself felt. 

The Salonica boot and shoe trade deserves more attention on 
the part of British exporters. Imported boots and shoes, for 
which there is a growing demand, are now chiefly supplied by 
Germany and Austria. 

The percentage of iron and iron goods imported from England 
continue to be strikingly small; it is not more than 5 per cent. of 
the total, while Belgium supplies three-fourths. Of the railway 
material imported, almost all the iron, including rails, &c., has 
come from Belgium. In machinery, which is not, however, a 
very considerable article of import, Austria-Hungary seems to be 
competing successfully with England. In the smaller articles of 
ironmongery English trade seems to have been practically ousted 
from the market, the cheapness of the Continental articles being 
the oft-repeated explanation. 

Cutlery is often met with bearing English trade marks, the 
genuineness of which is, to say the least, doubtful. This matter 
seems to deserve serious attention. : 

The import of ccffee is increasing, Salonica being a distributing 
centre for Macedonia, and the new railway affrding facilities for 
distribution. The coffee market at Salonica is a brisk one, owing 
to the competition of numerous small importers. ‘The greater 
part of the ccffee still comes from Trieste and Fiume, but the 
dearer and better article from England maintains its position. 

As anticipated in the last trade report from the Consulate- 
General of Salonica, the consumption of English rum has steadily 
increased. About 1,800 barrels, containing some 47,000 gallons, 
were imported in 1894. 

The above noted small import from England of several 
articles in which a better trade might be expected, is of course; 
chiefly attributable to the greater cheapness of Continental 
goods, but the result is to a great extent due to the advantageous 
and regular steamship services between Salonica and Trieste, 
Fiume, Marseilles, and Hamburg. The Johnson steamers from 
Liverpool is the only British line which calls at this port 
with tolerable regularity. The neglect of Salonica by British 
commercial travellers may also be contrasted with the frequent 
visits of French, German, Swis:, and Austrian travellers.—(Wo. 
1662, Foreign Office Annual Series.) 


Tue SaLontca-CoNsTANTINOPLE RAILWAY. 


A report, dated February 10 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. J. E. Blunt, Her Majesty’s Consul- 
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General at Salonica, stating that the following further sections of 
the Salonica-Constantinople junction line have been completed, 
and were opened to, public traffic on the second instant :— 
Nousretli-Buk and Oktchilar-Khirka-Kevi, 23 and 108 kilo- 
metres long, respectively. 
The remaining section of this line—Buk-Oktchilar, 40 kilo- 
metres long—will be completed about the middle of next April. 


AMERICAN NEEDLE MACHINE. 


A communication, dated February 16 last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. A. G. Vansittart, Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Chicago, enclosing extract from the “ Chicago Evening 
Journal,” demonstrating the practicability and usefulness of a 
needle machine which has just been invented by Mr. Eugene 
Fontaine, of Detroit, Michigan, who is chiefly known for his pin 
machine of 1872. 

It appears he completed his designs some two years ago, since 
which time he has been engage! in the work of putting up the 
machine. The inventor states that, within a very short time, the 
wnachine will be in a position to manufacture needles at the rate 
of 2,500 an hour, or 25,000 a day; the best quality to be manu- 
factured to supply the whole world at a market price of about 
50 ceuts (2s.) per 1,000. It is expected that the cheaper grades 
of needles will be made in the United States at about half the 
cost of production that prevails at present in Germany. 

Mr. Fontaine has sold the right to manufacture and operate his 
machine to the X.L. Needle Company, and is to receive about 
90,000 dollars (18,000/.) for the invention. 


Sinicate OF ALUMINIUM”: A New Propvwor. 


A communication, dated February 13 last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. A. G. Vansittart, Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Chicago, reporting that a new product has been dis- 
covered in the vicinity of Kansas City, Missouri, which is culled 
“ silicate of aluminium ”; it is a soft stone and can be cut with 
a penknife. When placed in cold water for a period of about 
four hours it expands to about three times its size and becomes 
a natural paste; this paste is put on horses’ feet that have become 
sore from over-travelling on hard roads, and it seems to have 
proved a speedy and effective cure in many cities in the United 
States. 

It is said that some foreign countries are now trying it, and 
that one China house contemplates manufacturing different kinds 
of goods out of the substance. It has hitherto been used for 
bunions, sprains, and also for tooth powder, with good results. 

The German Government have experimented recently with this 
“silicate of aluminium” on some of their artillery and cavalry 
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horses that had sore feet, and were so pleased with the result that 
they have since ordered 20 tons of it to be shipped to Hamburg. 
In the event of the above information interesting British 
houses, inquiries might be addressed to Mr. Philip E. Burrough, 
British Vice-Consul at Kansas, who will be glai to supply full 
information on the subject and send samples if necessary. 


OFFICIAL VALUE OF LANDS IN MEXICco. 


A despatch, dated February 3 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. H. N. Dering, Her Majesty’s Minister 
at Mexico, enclosing a statement, officially published, of the price 
of Government lands per hectare (nearly 2} acres), for the year 
1896-7 in the various States of the Mexican Republic. 

From this it appears that the present price per hectare varies 
from 50 centavos, or 1s. ld., in Lower California, to 4.50 dols., or 
about 9s. 8d., in the fertile State of Morelos, and about 5.60 dols., 
or about 13s., in the federal district. 


BounTIEs ON SUGAR AND CONDENSED MILK MANUFACTORIES 
IN Bo rivia. 


A despatch, dated January 30 last, has been received from 
Captain H. Jones, Her Majesty’s Minister at Lima, enclosing text 
and translation of a Decree of the Bolivian Government regarding 
— on sugar, sugar machinery, and factories for condensed 
milk. 

The articles of the above Decree are as follows :— 

Art. 1. Interest of 4 per cent. is guaranteed on the capital 
employed in the establishment in Bolivia of all steam machinery 
which it can be proved has been regularly in work during one 
year in the elaboration of sugar. This guarantee is assured for 
five years, and will be paid for each six months completed. 

Art. 2. A bounty of 4,000 dols. (Bolivian) is created in favour 
of the sugar industry which may produce in one year up to 4,000 
quintals of refined sugar. 

Art. 3. Bounties are created of first, second, and third class of 
2,000 dols. 1,000 dols., and 500 dols. (Bolivian), respectively, 
in favour of sugar-refining establishments which may introduce 
improvements into processes and maintain them in their works 
for more than one year. 

Art. 4. A bounty of 3,000 dols. (Bolivian) is created in favour 
of whoever may establish the best factory for condensing milk, 
which may produce 34} kilogrammes daily during three months 
in any one of the agricultural departments of the Republic, it 
being necessary to prove its normal regular working during one 
year, in conformity with the preceding article. 
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Art. 5. The Executive, in carrying into effect the present law, 
will dictate all the necessary dispositions called for t» prove that 
the industry which may be rewarded is a staple one, and has not 
been previously exploited by any other in the same form. 


THe Port Works or MonrtreEvIDEO. 


A despatch, dated January 28 last, has been reeivel at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Walter Baring, Her Majesty’s Minister 
at Montevideo, stating that Messrs. Guerrard and Kummer, the 
French and German engineers, who were chosen to study the 
question of the port works of Montevideo, have drawn up a 
report in which they explain at considerable length the nature of 
the works they deem it necessary to have carried out, 

The scheme proposed differs considerably from that known as 
the ante-project of Messrs. Luther & Co. 

The cost of the works, including the tvo breakwaters, wet 
docks, a careening ‘dock, wharves, &c., is estimated at 90 
million francs, which sum can be reduced to about 65 millions 
if the construction of certain wharves is postponed. The time 
necessary for the completion of the works is calculated at 
eight years. 

ye minimum depth of the port at the lowest tide would be 
23 feet. 
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XVI—GENERAL TRADE NOTES, 


SHIPPING THROUGH THE SuEZ CANAL. 


According to the “Canal de Suez” bulletin for the 12th 
February last, the number of ships passing through the Canal in 
November 1895 was 252, of a gross tonnage of 898,776 tons, 243 
of which showed a tonnage of 839,014 tons. 

Of these 252 vessels 163 were English (602,493 tons), 29 
French (104,788 tons), 25 German (79,832 tons), 17 Dutch 
(44,763 tons), 6 Italian (18,982 tons), 4 Austro-Hungarian 
(16,017 tons), 3 Spanish (12,297 tons), 2 Russian (10,946 tons), 
2 Norwegian (6,623 tons), and 1 Ottoman (2,035 tons). 

The bulletin for the 2nd March last contains statistics as to 
the number of ships passing through the Canal in December 
1895, viz., 284, of a gross tonnage of 1,000,250 tons, 272 of which 
showed a tonnage of 917,507 tons. 

Of these 284 vessels, 187 were English (689,039 tons), 
29 French (98,101 tons), 22 German (78,030 tons), 16 Italian 
(42,641 tons), 15 Dutch (38,890 tons), 5 Austrian (17,127 tons), 
3 Spanish (13,419 tons), 3 Russian (13,374 tons), 2 Norwegian 
(6,339 tons), 1 Ottoman (1,849 tons), and 1 Portuguese (1,442 
tons). 


Tue Esparro-Grass Inpustry or Tunis. 


With reference to an article which was published on pp. 151- 
152 of the February number of the “ Board of Trade Journal,” 
it should be stated, on the authority of Mr. W. T. Thiselton- 
Dyer, C.M.G., C.LE., Director of Royal Gardens, Kew, that the 
esparto of commerce is not, properly speaking, a fibre, and not 
characteristically marine, but a “ grass” of the Agrostidex tribe 
(stipa tenacissima). 


Coat MINING IN THE DonrETz Basin, 


The “ Handels-Museum” of January 23rd says that the rapid 
development of the Donetz coal industry is shown by the follow- 
ing statement of the quantities of coal sent by rail from the Donetz 
basin into the interior of Russia in the last fifteen yearz. The 
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quantities of coal thus sent were, in millions of pouds (one million 
pouds = about 16,000 tons) :— 


Million Pouds. Million Pouds. 

1880 - - 38 1888 - - 86 
1881 - - 45 | 1889 - - 126 
1882 - - 57 1890 - - 117 
1883 - - 59 1891 - - 134 
1884 - - 58 1892 - - 159 
1885 ~ - 70 | 1893 - - 167 
1886 - 79 1894 - 197 
1887 - - 89 


The average annual increase in the exports amounts to 12 per 
cent. In 1893 the production of coal was rather small, as the 
rich harvest caused a great demand for labour, and there was 
consequently a scarcity of men at the collieries. The increase of 
18 per cent. in 1894 is also due to this cause. Cuval is sent from 
the Donetz district to South and Central Russia, especially to 
Moscow, and vccasionally to St. Petersburg. In the Donetz 
basin there are 127 collieries, a great number of them being 
worked with French or Belgian capital. When a new Belgian 
Joint-Stock Company, early in 1895, wanted to purchase several 
mines situated in the Taganrog disirict of the Don Province and 
in the Bachmut district of the Government of Ekaterinoslay, 
sanction was refused the undertaking, but a Russian company, 
with its headquarters in St. Petersburg was formed for the same 
purpose, under the title of “‘'The Russian Donetz Company for 
the Coal and Manufacturing Industries.” The shares of this 
company are, however, to a great extent in Belgian hands, and 
are quoted on the Brussels Bourse. 


MINERALS IN SOUTHERN Russia. 


The “ Revue Commerciale” of Berdiausk, states that vast 
deposits of iron, graphite, kaolin and other minerals have been 
found at the village of Grand Tounak and in German colonies ; 
anthracite has been discovered near Orekhow at the village of 
Bélitskoié. Specimens of kaolin have been already analysed at 
St. Petersburg, Berlin, and Marseilles; and it has been found 
that the quality is excellent for the manufacture of porcelain. 
As for the iron ore, it was said to contain from 62 to 72 per 
cent. of pure iron, and very little sulphur or phosphorus in which 
it resembles the celebrated ore of Krivoi-Rog. 
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ExuiBiTION OF 1896. 


The Brussels “ Bulletin Commercial” states, that in order to 
make known in Russia the progress mae in other countries in 
the construction of light railways and river and canal boats, the 
Russian Government has just decided that a ‘special section, 
where foreign exhibits will be admitted, shall be annexed to the 
National Exhibition of Nijni-Novgorod to be opened in May next. 
The special building necessary will be erected at the expense of 
the exhibitors who will also pay costs of transport, &c. 

In the railway transport of exhibits, the exhibitors will be 
allowed the usual reduction on condition that the same route is 
followed on leaving as on entering Kussia. 

With regard to light railways, any special or typical advantage 
of lines should be shown ; and with this object it will suffice to 
send two sections of rails of about 1} metres in length, with fish- 
plates, bolts, and washers complete and fixed on portions of 
sleepers, if wooden, and entire sleepers if of metal. 

As regards river-boats, it will suffice to exhibit plans and 
models with especial reference to any new system of traction. 


Tue Porr or Sr. 


According to the “ Revue d’Orient,” a credit of 2 millions of 
roubles has, on the proposition of the Minister of Ways and 
Communications been granted for the enlargement and improve- 
ment of the Port of St. Petersburg. Of this amount, 500,000 
roubles are in the Budget fer the current ycar. The remaining 
14 millions will be divided among the four following years, and 
paid out according to the necessity and progress of the work. 


Tue Norwecian SuGar TRADE. 


The importation of sugar into Nrrway, according to the 
“ Bulletin Commercial,” has been steadily on the increase during 
the last few years. The quantity imported in the year 1894 was 
20,506,000 kilogs as against 18,449,000 in 1893; 16,811,000 
kilogs in 1892 ; 16,054,000 kilogs in 1891; and 14,951,000 kilogs 
in 1890. The principal countries exporting sugar to Norway in 
1894 were Germany, 10,012,360 kilogs; United Kingdom, 
4,887,960 kilogs; Netherlands, 4,405,640 kilogs; Belgium, 
781,420 kilogs; and France, 315,040 kilogs. The duty is 
0°20 kroner or 28 certimes per kilog for eugar of all kinds. 

No tare is allowed on paper packing with or without string ; 
on cases containing sugar candy, the tare is 12 per cent.; other 
sugars, 15 per cent. 
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Christiania is the principal port of entry for sugar. Of the 
20,506,000 kilogs imported in 1894, 13,394,200 entered by this 
port. 

The importation of molasses in 1894 was 10,747,000 kilogs ; in 


1890 it had amounted to only 6,918,000 kilogs. Molasses pay no 
duty in Norway. 


ForrEIGN TRADE OF GERMANY IN 1895. 

The following statistics of the foreign trade of Germany in 1895 
are taken from the German official monthly accounts for Decem- 
ber and 12 months ending 31st December 1895, the vaiues being 
in each case converted into £ sterling. The imports, including 
bullion and specie, increased in volume from 320,225,017 quintals 
in 1894 to 325,361,774 quintals in 1895, an increase of 5,136,757 
quintals.) According to value, however, the imports show a decline 
of 3,448,0001., ze. from 214,277,000 in 1894 to 210,829,000/. 
in 1895. The volume of the exports, including bullion and specie, 
rose from 228,837,153 quintals in 1894 to 238,306,158 quintals 
in 1895, an increase of 9,469,005 quintals. The value of the 
exports shows the large increase of 18,233,0001, having risen 
from 152,574,000. in 1894 to 170,807,000/, in 1895. The 
figures as to value are calculated on the 1894 unit prices, and as 
the prices of many articles have risen to an appreciable extent 
in 1895, the definite figures of trade in 1895 will be still more 
satisfactory. 

In the above large increase in the value of the exports, the 
following are the principal categories of merchandise which show 
an increase in value of more than a million pounds in 1895 as 
compared with 1894 :—Wool and woollen manufactures increased 
1,966,000/.; drugs, chemicals, ard dyestuffs, 1,906,000/.; iron 
and ironwares, 1,883,000/.; cotton and cotton manufactures, 
1,603,000. ; and silk manufactur2s, 1,319,000/; Colonial 
produce, spices, beer, wines, spirits, &c., 1,176,000/.; and leather 
and leather wares, 1,167,000/. 


PropuctTion oF Pia Iron 1n GERMANY. 


The returns are now available regarding the production of pig 
iron in Germany, including Luxemturg, curing December last, 
and during the whole of last year, as compared with the corres- 
pending period of 1894. According to “ Kuhlow’s” the output 
in December last comprised 27,458 tons of Bessemer pig, 
263,288 tons of ‘Thomas pig, 77,984 tons of foundry pig, and 
141,675 tons of forge pig and “ spiegeleisen ” ; a total of 510,405 
tons as against 489,822 tons in the preceding month, and 
498,233 tons in December. 1894. The aggrezate output for the 
whole of the year was 5,788,798 tons as compared with 5,559,322 
tons in 1894. 
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THe ComMMERcIAL UNION OF Saxony. 


The Consul for the United States at Chemnitz in a recent 
report to his Government says that the tenth annual report of 
the Commercial Union of Saxony tells a tale of 10 years’ hard, 
well-done work. In the space of 10 years it has won a world- 
wide fame. It was given prizes, for its publications, at the 
‘Australian Exhibition, in 1888-89 and in Chicago in 1893. 
Besides, its president was made a member of the Chicago Ex- 
hibition general committee. The aid and counsel of the Union 
is sought from all sides and by all kinds of people. Many times 
its committee has acted as a court, or board of arbitration, in 
commercial quarrels and in deciding knotty questions; it has 
aided often and very materially to get foreign firms to pay large 
and long outstanding debts hitherto held to be hopeless. Its 
bureau of information, one of the best organised in the Empire, 
is always busy. It has had great success in finding out foreign 
swindlers and in scenting out industrial agents who come to 
collect and carry away the secrets of Saxony’s commercial 
success, Its sample rooms have been enlarged and improved. 
They have been visited by business men from all parts of the 
world, and they have more than equalled the expectations of their 
projectors. The society has sent ont seven travelling commissions 
to investigate trade prospects in Canada, Mexico, the West Indies, 
South America, Eastern Asia, and South and East Africa, 
thus spending 300,000 marks—all this to aid exports. It sent 
out 110,000 German and English catalogues; circulars in five 
languages ; 48,000 reference books in five languages, calling 
attention to the industries of Saxony and Thuringia; 70 illus- 
trated business albums, containing illustrations and references to 
Saxony’s most ,important houses; and 150,000 other important 
articles, references, and notices. Since 1885, 8,000 merchants 
have seen the sample rooms. In ten years, answers have been 
given regarding the standing of foreign firms 9,000 times. Sample 
orders to the number of 13,000 covering a value of 7,000,000 
marks, were sent out; these secured business to the value of an 
additional 30,000,000 marks. The membership was 476 at the 
end of the fiscal year; 28 firms have joined since. The finances 
of the society are based on the annual membership fees. The 
officers, except the secretary, all give their services free. The 
union has 46 principal agencies in continental Europe and 53 
beyond seas. 

In concluding his report, the United States Consul says :— 
“ This year’s catalogue is to consist of 15,000 copies, and is to 
“ be sent to all parts of the world. Every effort is being made 
“ and every energy is being employed, to extend the union’s use- 
“ fulness, It is not necessary to say success is certain ; in some 
“ cases it kas beea simply phenomenal. The 3,500,000 people 
“ of Saxony are pouring out into the world’s markets almost every 
“ kind of article known. England, alarmed at the encroach- 
“ ments in markets once monopolized by Manchester, Nottingham, 
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“ and London, is looking into its methods. All over the 
“ kingdom, such unions as the one referred to above are working 
“ to win away from France, England, and the United States 
part, it not all, of the foreign trade. Their work cannot be com- 
“ mended too highly.” 


InTERNAL WATERWAYS IN PRussIA. 


Internal traffic by water in Prussia requires from 16 to 
36 millions of marks annually, while the railways are worked at 
a considerable profit. 

According to “Le Monde Economique” there is an idea of 
levying taxes and tariffs on canals, so that they may pay the 
interest on the cost of their construction. The Rhine and Elbe 
and some of their tributaries, and the Upper Weser, are 
exempted by international and federal treaties. 


Movement OF PorpunATION IN FRANCE. 


According to a report of the French Minister of Commerce, 
Industry, Posts, and Telegraphs, published in the “Journal 
Officiel ” of the 23rd January last, the statistics of the movement 
of population in France in 1894 show 286,662 marriages, (6,419 
divorces), 855,388 births, and 815,620 deaths, or a decrease, as 
compared with 1893, of 632 marriages, 19,284 births, and 
51,906 deaths. (Divorces show an increase of 235.) 

Leaving on one side the slight decrease (0'2 per cent.) in 
marriages and the increase (3°9 per cent.) in divorces, the chief 
characteristics of the year 1894 seems to be a slight decrease 
(2°2 per cent.) in births, and a notable decrease (6 fer cent.) in 
deaths, 

The excess of births over deaths which had been 7,146 in 
1893, is increased to 39,768. 

The figures for the four preceding years were— 


| 


| | | Excess of 
Births. Deaths, 
| 

1890 - -| 838,059 876,505 88,446 
1891 - + | 865,377 876,882 _ } 10,505 
1892 855,847 875,888 | 20,041 
1893 - - 874,672 867,526 7,146 -— 

} 


From the preceding figures 
of the population in France 
decrease in deaths, 


it would seem that any increase 
becomes a question only of the 
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SLATE-QUARRYING IN FRANCE. 


The “ Journal Officiel” of the 17th February last publishes a 
Presidential decree with regard to the regulation of the slate 
quarries of Maine-et-Loire. 

By this decree are established regulations as to preliminary 
declarations: regulations for quarrying, whether above or below 
the surface, and with regard to large masses of material ; work in 
dangerous localities; rules as to descent into and ascent from the 
quarries, and other matters connected with the industry. 

The “ Journal Officiel,” containing full text of the decree, can 
be seen by those interested at the Commercial Department of 
the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., between the 
hours of 11 and 5. 


BountiEs ON Frax, anD Hemp IN 
FRANCE. 


The * Bulletin” of the French Ministry of Agriculture for 
December 1895 publishes a statement showing the amount of the 
bounties paid in France in the year 1894 on the cultivation of 
silk, flax, and hemp. From this it appears that the total weight 
of silk cocoons having the right to the bounty in 1894 was 
10,578,945 kilogs., on which a bounty of 5,289,473 francs was 


With regard to flax and hemp, the area cultivated which was 
admitted to bounties in 1894 was :—flax 20,329 hectares ; hemp, 
13,351 hectares. For this area bounties were granted at the 
rate of 72 francs per hectare. 


Tue Economic ConpbiITION oF 


According to the “ Journal des Tarifs et Traités de Commerce,” 
the general trade of the island of Nossi-Bé continues to develop. 

The value of the total trade in 1889: was 3,387,907 francs, 
which increased to 7,118,462 francs in 1894; (imports, 3,595,067 
francs ; exports, 3,523,395 francs). 

Of the total trade of 1894, about 2,151,000 francs, or less than 
one third, represents French trade. 

The chief articles of import are: muslin and silk, alpaca, cotton 
goods, linen hosiery and wine; of export: colonial goods, flour, 
wood, &c. 
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MINERAL AND METALLURGICAL PRODUCTION OF BELGIUM 
IN 1895. 


The ‘ Moniteur des Intéréts.. Matériéls” publishes some 
statistics with regard to the production of minerals in Belgium 
in 1895, from which it appears that the total amount of coal 
produced was 20,415,000 tons (of 1,000 kilogs.) as against 
20,535,000 tons in 1894. 

The total amount of pig iron in 1895 was 829,000 tons, as 
against 819,000 in 1894; iron plates and other manufactures 1895, 
453,000 tons, the same amount as in 1894; steel bars, rails, plates, 
&c., 848,000 tons in 1895 and 747,000 tons in 1894. 


PropucTION AND TRADE OF LEMONS IN SPAIN. 


According to a recent report of the Belgian Consul at Malaga, 
it is chiefly in the province of Malaga that lemons are cultivated 
for exportation. The trade is principally with the United States 
and England, but also with France, Germany, and Northern 
Europe. 

In. 1893, 35,000 half-cases and 80,000 quarter-cases (each 
containing on an average 700 and 350 lemons respectively) * were 
exported from Malaga as against 28,000 half-cases and 60,000 
quarter- cases in 1894. 

There are two lemon crops in the year, one in July of so-called 
summer lemons, and another from the end of August to November. 
The former has hardly any importance, whilst the latter is the 
real lemon harvest. 

The price of summer lemons varies from 40 to 45 francs per 
thousand, and of autumn lemons from 40 franes at the commence- 
ment of the harvest, to 25 francs at the close per 1,200 to 1,500 
according to the quality. 

There is thus, on an average, a difference of 10 francs per 1,000 
between the value of the products of the two harvests. — 

All the sales are effected through the export houses, and growers 
very rarely negotiate for the sale of the whole crop before ripe, 
only having recourse to such a plan when in pressing need. 
The districts along the coast to the east and west of Malaga 
contain the principal lemon plantations. 

The fruit is packed in “ half-cases,” containing from 600 to 
800, or in “ quarter-cases,” containing from 300 to 400 lemons. 


EXHIBITION AT TURIN IN 1898, 


The “ Bulletin Commercial” of Brussels states that it is 
announced that foreigners will be permitted to exhibit in the 
electricity section of the exhibition to be held at Turin in 1898. 
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Tue Errect or THE New HunGariAN Law AS TO THE 
MARKING oF Goons. 


“The “Handels Museum” of January 23 says that the pro- 
visions of the new Hungarian laws as to the marking of quantities 
on goods affect the trade in yarns. The Hungarian Ministry of 
Commerce now calls attention to the fact that the marking of 
quantities is not compulsory in Hungary in respect of yarns, 
but that in‘virtue of section 1 of the law in question when the 
quantity (weight or measure of length) is marked on the packet 
or on the yarn itself, and when the English system of numbering 
is retained, the marking must always be also expressed in metric 
measures. The Austrian Ministry of Commerce has informed 
the Chambers of Commerce by circular of this regulation. 


PREPARATION OF PLUMS IN SERVIA 


The processes employe] in Servia for the preserving of plums are 
very primitive, and it has not yet assumed the form of a regular 
industry, although it is one of the chief resources of the country. 
At present it is only a necessary consequence of that cultivation 
of plums which is carried on by every one in his own orchard. 

According to the “ Journal Officiel ” the Servians have adopted 
in the treatment of this fruit a sort of oven in two compartments 
one above the other, of which the first, formed by a perforated 
wooden tray, receives the plums while the other serves as a fire- 

lace. 
‘ The success of the operation depends on the regulation of the 
heat during the progress of the drying. 

The peasant only applies this process to plums destined for 
sale ; as to those reserved for his personal use, he is content with 
simply notching them and leaving them to dry in the sun. The 
Government has indeed decided to introduce the drying apparatus 
in use in France and America, but these were soon abandoned, 
either on account of their expense or from the inconvenience of 
having to transport the plums to the drying place. iN 


IMPROVED Means oF TRANSPORT IN MONTENEGRO. 


The possession of Antivari has not hitherto been of great 
utility to Montenegro, whose trade is for the most part carried 
on vid the Austrian port of Cattaro, which place, besides having 
a safe harbour for ships is connected with the interior of the 
country by a good, road ; while, on the other hand, Antivari has 
only an open roadstead and but defective communication with the 
chief highways of the principality. 
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According to a Report of the Italian Minister at Gravosa pub- 
lished in the “ Bollettino di Notizie Commerciali” the formation 
of a good mercantile port at Antivari, or rather in the neigbour- 
ing bay of Val di Noce is an undertaking beyond the financial 
means of the country ; but the Government wishes at least to 
improve the ways of communication with the place, and with this 
object has commenced the construction of the Visbazar-Rieka 
road, about 20 kilometres in length, which will place Antivari 
in direct communication with the principal inhabited districts. 

But of more importance still for the trade of Montenegro is the 
‘proposed formation in Podgorizza of a National Steamship 
Company with a capital of 40,000 florins in 400 shares of 100 
florins each. This Company is to perform, by means of small 
river steamers, a regular service between Rieka and the bazar of 
Scutari, the other side of the Lake. . 

Later on, when the improvements in the river Bojana shall be 
terminated, these steamers will probably reach Obotti where sea- 
going vessels can discharge cargo. The Government of the 
Principality, which looks upon the river Bojana as the best and 
most natural outlet of Montenegro to the sea, will encourage and 
favour the new enterprise as far as possible. 


TELEGRAPHIC SERVICE OF THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE 


The “Revue d’Orient” of the 4th February last, states that 
it has heen decided to commence the ‘re-organisation of the 
telegraphic service of the Ottoman Empire with the lines of 
Asia Minor, whieh will henceforth be divided into three principal 
sections: the line Constantinople-Bagdad will be extended to 
India ; the Constantinople-Aleppo line to Egypt via Beyrouth ; 
and the Constantinople-Castambol line will be connected with 
the Russian system vid Trebizonde. ‘The first section, which is 
the largest, stands is need of repairs, and in future all damages 
will ke seen to at once to avoid delay in the transmission of 
telegrams; the number of employés specially engaged in the 
superintendence of the lines will be considerabiy increased. 


Tue Syrian Cocoon Harvest. 


The “ Journal Officiel ” states that the latest cocoon harvest in 
the districts round Tripoli (Syria) has not given the good results 
anticipated, and may be estimated perhaps at 25 per cent. less 
than the average. 

The unfavourable climatic conditions of the year, added to 
speculation, have greatly contributed to this deficit. The scarcity 
of leaves and the abnormal quantity of eggs subjected to incuba- 
tion, have influenced the yield, the average for the season having 
been 2 vkes (oke = 2°8 Ibs.) of cocoons for every drachma of 
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eggs (drachma = ‘11 oz.) as against 3 okes during the preceding 
year, 

On. the other hand, the losses experienced two years ago by 
spinners and persons who usually speculate in cocoons at the 
time of the harvest, having made the bankers more cautious, the 
market, at the beginning at least, has been quieter. 

The exports of the season (31st June 1894 to 31st May 1895) 
reached the hitherto unrecorded figure of 639 bales, weighing 
63,585 kilogs. net. On the Ist June 1895 it was estimated that 
50,000 kilogs. of cocoons still remained unspun in stock. The 
production of the spinning factories of Tripoli has increased con- 
tinually during the last five years, and the harvest of cocoons 
grows with ever-increasing number of mulberry trees in the 
province. 

Hitherto the exportation of raw silk vid the port of Tripoli has 
been entirely in the direction of France where the Lyons market 
absorbs the greater part. On the other hand, the importation of 
silkworms’ eggs are almost all of French origin, chiefly from the 
department of ue. Var, so that the silk production and industry in 
Syria form an essentially French branch of the European trade 
with this part of Asiatic Turkey. Italy is endeavouring to 
monopolise the Servian market; and the administration of the 
Ottoman Public Debt has several times endeavoured to introduce 
into Tripoli the yeilow cocoons of Bagdad. 


TRADE OF THE UNITED STATES FOR THE YEAR 
ENDED 3lst DECEMBER 1895. 


From the monthly return relating to the “ Finance, Commerce, 
and Immigration of the United States ” for December 1895, which 
has recently been issued, it is shown that the value of the total 
imports of merchandise during the 12 months ended December 
31, 1895, amounted to 801,663,000 dols. (167,013,0002.), as com- 
pared with 676,313,000 dols. (140,898,000/.) in the corresponding 

eriod of 1894, the figures for 1895 showing an increase of 
125,350,000 dols. (26,115,000) The value of the exports of 
domestic merchandise was 807,740,000 dols. (168,279,0002.) in 
1895 and 807,312,000 dols. (168,190.000/.) in 1894, these figures 
thus showing a slight increase of 428,000 dols. (89,0007). The 
exports of foreign merchandise (re-exports) amounted to 
17,122,000 dols. (3,567,000/.) in 1895, and 17,790,000 dols, 
(3,706,000/.) in 1894, or a decrease of 668,000 dols. (139,000/.) 

In the total values of imports as shown above, the categories in 
which there were increases were as follows :—In articles in a raw 
state for domestic industry, an increase of 59,007,000 dols. 
(12,293,000/.); in manufactured articles for the mechanic arts, 
32,978,000 dole. (6,870,0002.); in manufactured articles for con- 
sumption, 59,635,000 dols. (12,424,000/.); and in articles of 
voluntary use, luxuries, &., 5,735,000 dols. (1,195,000/.). The 
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only category in which there was a decrease was in that of articles 
of food and live animals, this decrease amounting to 32,004,000 
dole. (6,667 ,000/.). 

With regard to the exports of domestic merchandise, there were 
increases in the following categories :—In manufactures, 23,352,000 
dole. (4,865,000/.) ; in products of mining, 2,252,000 dols. 
(469,000/.); in products of the forest, 1,875,000 dols. (391,0002.) ; 
and in the products of the fisheries, 992,000 dols. (207,0002). 
The decreases were in the products of agriculture, amounting to 
27 970,000 dols. (5,827,000/.); and in miscellaneous products to 
73,000 dols. (15,0002,). 


BULLETIN OF THE DEPARTMENT OF LaBourR (U.S.A.) 


A despatch has been received from the Foreign Office enclosing 
copy of No. 2 of the Bulletin issued every other month by the 
United States Department of Labour. The current number 
contains articles on The Poor Colonies of Holland; The Indus- 
trial Revolution in Japan; Trade-Unions in Great Britain and 
Ireland; Wages and Hours of Labour in Great Britain and 
Treland; Strikes in Switzerland; The Wealth and Receipts 
and Expenses of the United States, Decisions of Courts 
Affecting Labour, and Digest of Recent Reports of State Bureaus 
of Labour Statistics. 


Unirep Sratres EarninGs 1n 1895. 


The “ Railway Age” (U.S.A.) states that a partial idea of the 
results of the operations of American railways in 1895, in 
comparison with those of former years, may now be obtained. 
122 roads in the United States, Canada, and Mexico, representing 
104,036 miles, earned in the period of 12 months ended 
December 31 Jast, in round numbers, 553,458,000 dols., or about 
29,800,000 dols. more than in 1894, Deducting the earnings of 
seven Canadian and Mexican lines, amounting to 56,728,000 dols., 
it is seen that 115 roads in the United States, aggregating 
90,075 miles, or about 50 per cent. of the present mileage, earned 
496,700,000 dols., or about 28,500,000 dols. more than last year. 
Supposing that the other roads in the country did as well on 
the whole, there was an increase last year of something like 
54,000,000 dols. over the preceding year of bad results, The 
“ Financial Chronicle” thinks that the improvement may amount 
to from 60 to 65 millions, as against an estimated loss in 1894 of 
150 millions, 
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MineraL Propuctrion oF THE Unitep STAres IN’ 1895. 


The total value of the production of minerals in the United 
States in 1895, according to “ Le Monde Economique ” amounted 
to 698,000,000 dols. as against 568 millions in 1894. The value of 
pig iron reached 112,000,000 dole. or 40 millions in excess of 1894, 
Copper, 39,000,000 dols. or 5 millions in excess of 1894; but silver 
27 millions less than the previous year; the production of lead 
was about the same ; but that of coal increased from 212 millions 
of dollars in value in 1894 to 240 millions in 1895, oran increased 
value of 28,000,000 dols. ; the production of iron ore increased 
31,500,000 dols. in value, or nearly cent. per cent. 


Tue DISPLACEMENT OF TRADE IN VENEZULA. 


In a report of the Chancellor of the French Legation at Caracas 
published in the “ Moniteur Officiel du Commerce” of 6th 
February last a general displacement of trade in Venezuela is 
noticed. 

The report states that in 1894 several representatives of import- 
ant English and North-American firms visited Caracas to study its 
capabilities as a trading place, and, not content with confining 
themselves to the three traditional towns of Maracas, Valencia and 
Puerto-Cabello, they also visited Maracaibo, the great port for the 
region of the Andés, the richest district of Venezula, and which 
supplies more than a fourth of the coffee, herds, and wood 
produced. 

The trade of Maracaibo is almost entirely in the hands of 
Germans, and at Ciudad-Bolivar, though the chief element is 
French, the trace of the place is also dominated by Germans 
and North-Americans. Ciudad-Bolivar is the depét for the 
mining regions of Guiana, and the market for various towns of 
the Upper Orinoco. 

The commercial centre of Venezuela is gradually undergoing 
a change. At one time people flocked to Caracas from all parts 
of the Republic to make their annual purchases ; now, as a result 
of the opening of certain lines of railway, Maracaibo, Puerto- 
Cabello, Carupano, and Ciudad-Bolivar have robbed Caracas of 
a part of its trade. Business houses of some importance have 
also been established at Valencia, Barquisimeto and San Fernando 
de Apure. This change was first noticeable about 1890-91, 
though checked in its movement by the revolution of 1892. 


INSURANCE COMPANIES IN PERU. 


A despatch, dated January 11 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Captain H. M. Jones, Her Majesty’s 
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Minister at Lima, enclosing translation of an Act recently 
passed by the Peruvian Chambers, which requires that all 
insurance companies having agents, offices, or branches in Peru 
must, in order to safeguard the interests of the public in its 
relations with them, have an effective capital for local operations 
of not less than 100,000 silver dollars, of which one-third must 
be invested locally in real.estate or Government securities. The 
passing of this Act has led to the withdrawal by the British 
companies of all their agencies in Peru, and the only foreign 
companies now maintaining a branch in Peru are the “ South 
so ” of New Zealand, and the “New York Life” of New 
ork, 


JAPANESE TRADE IN 1895. 


The “ London and China Telegraph ” notes that the total trade 
of Japan for the eleven months ending November 30, 1895, as 
compared with the corresponding period of 1894, was as follows :— 


— | 1895. 1894. 
| Dols. Dols. 
Exports - - | 125,092,880 101,467,463 
Imports - - - - | 116,299,673 107,902,949 
Total - - - | 241,829,553 209,370,412 


IMPOSITION OF A TRADE TAX IN JAPAN. 


On January 11th, a Bill relating to the Trade Tax was 
introduced in the Japanese House of Representatives. 

According to an account published in the “Japan Weekly 
Mail” for January 18, the Bill is complicated, consisting of 
39 articles. The ‘lrade.Tax is to be imposed, at different rates, 
on individuals or legal persons engaged in the sale of commo- 
dities of all strte, in banking operations, in insurance business, 
in money lending, in manufacture of every description, in 
transport business, in warehousing, in working on canals and 
iers, in shipbuilding business, in the maintenance of anchorages 
for ships, and places for landing freight, in contracting for 
engineering works, in contracting for labour, in oo 
business, in photography, in keeping rooms for hire, in hote 
business, in restaurant business, in real estate agency, in general 
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agency, in the business of middleman, and in brokerage. To-give 
an idea of how the rates are fixed, it will be sufficient to cite a 
few cases. In the case of the sale of ‘commodities, the tax is to 
be made up of +5355 (for wholesale), or +45;5 (for retail) of the 
proceeds af sales, ;3$, of the rent of premises, and 1 yen per 
employé.: For those engaged in banking, insurance, money 
lending, lending of articles and warehousing, the rates are >;2;5 
of the capital, ;4°, of the rent’ of premises, and 1 yen per 
employé. Those engaged in printing, manufacture, and photo- 
graphy, will have to pay +15,, of their capital, ;49,, of the rent 
of premises, 1 yen each business employé, and 30 sen per hand. 
The Trade Tax will not be imposed upon persons engaged (1) in 
the sale of Government stamps of all sorts, (2) in the sale of 
minerals dug or collected by themselves, and (3) in the manu- 
facture, repair, and sale of weights and measures. In the case of 
persons newly starting business, they are to be exempted from the 
tax during the first year. This exemption is to hold for the first 
three years, in the case of persons newly engaged in banking 
insurance, warehousing, manufacture, printing, transportation, 
working on canals, maintenance of piers, ship-building, and the 
maintenance of anchorages fur ships. Mention need not be made 
of the provisions relating to appraisement of the rents of business 
premises, computation of the proceeds of the sales and other 
income, punishment for violations of the law, and so forth. The 
Trade Tax is to be paid in two instalments in May and November; 
and the present law is to come into force from the 1st of 
January 1897. It may also be of interest to refer to the existing 
system. The Trade Tax is now levied in the form of local tax, 
and its rate varies in different localities. In the opinion of the 
authorities, most of the inconveniences inseparable from the 
present system will be removed by carrying out the law just 
submitted to the House; while in view of the rapid growth of 
industry and commerce, this will prove a very profitable source of 
revenue to the State. : 


JAPANESE BUDGET. 


The “ Japan Weekly Mail” states that according to the Budget 
for the twenty-ninth fiscal year of Mezji (April 1896—March 
1897), the aggregate Revenue and Expenditure are as follows :— 


Yen. 
Revenue - - 188,070,677°488 
_Expenditure - - - - 152,071,463:322 
Deficit as - 14,000,785°834 


The deficit is to be met by the various measures of taxation 
and: by a Public Loan, which are to be introduced in the form of 
a Supplementary Budget. 
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The above-mentioned Revenue is made up of two parts, the 


ordinary and extraordinary, as follows :— 


Revenue, 
Ordinary :-— 
1. Taxes, - - - - 
2. Licences and fees - . 
3. Receipts from Government works 
and property - 
4, Miscellaneous receipts - - 
5. Interest on deposits ~ - 
Total - - - 
Extraordinary :— 


1. Contributions = - 

2. Proceeds of the sale of Gace 
ment property 

3. Miscellaneous receipts 

4, Appropriation from the fund 
reserved for the manufacture 
and issue of Public Loan Bonds 

5. et from the Central 

elief fund - - 

6. ** War vessel construction fund ” - 

7. Indemnity on account of the 
expenses of occupying Wei- 


haiwei - - 
8. Appropriation from the war in- 
demnity - - 
Total - - - 
Grand total - 
The empentionre i is also divided into ordinary and extraordinary, 
as follows :— 
axpenditure. 
Ordinfry :— 
Civil List - - 


Department of Foreign Affairs - 
Department of Home Affairs - 
Department of Finance - 
Department of War - - 
Department of the Navy —- 
Department of Justice = - 
Department of Education = - 
Department of Agriculture and Com- 
Department of Communications - 


Total - * - 


Yen. 
73,792,890-980 
2,380,168830 


16,312,530°937 
716,176:776 
1,201,566-000 


94,403,333°523 
19,676-000 
577,973°305 
238,155°162 


15,000°000 


160,900°000 
1,812,250°822 


750,000-000 


40,093,388°676 


43,667 ,343'965 
138,070,677-488 


en. 
3,000,000°000 
1,010,947'262 
7,818,165°573 
39,379,486°452 
16,314,163°527 
7,663,986°701 
3,482,210:264 
1,357,948-092 


1,058,864°357 
8,123,904-011 


89,209,676°239 
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Extraordinary :—- 
Yen. 
Department of Foreign Affairs - - 61,087°556 
Department of Home Affairs - -  3,497,221°163 
Department of Finance - - 1,012,511-214 
Department of War - - - 19,268,360°990 
Department of the Navy = - - 29,456,335°675 
Department of Justice - 91,873°889 
Department of Education - - 214,225°005 
Department of Agriculture and Com- 
merce . - 720,305°075 
Department of Communications - §8,539,866°516 
Total - - - 62,861,787-083 
Aggregate expenditure - - 152,071 ,463°322 


Tosacco MoNoPOoLy IN JAPAN. 


The “ Japan Weekly Mail ” states that, of the measures to be 
submitted to the Diet that which attracts keenest attention, after 
the army and navy bills, is the bill relating to the State monopoly 
of the sale of leaf tobacco. The first point kept in view by the 
Government in drawing up the scheme has, it is said, been to 
make the system as simple as possible. All the leaf grown in 
the country is to be delivered to the Government at prices fixed 
by the latter, and sold out to the manufacturers at specified rates. 
The intending growers are to send in by the end of April each 
year notices of the area of land to be devoted to the cultivation of 
tobacco, and must obtain the permission of the Government. In 
order to regulate the supply of the leaf, the Government will 
reserve the power of limiting, at its discretion, the area of land 
to be devoted to growing tobacco. The delivery of the produce 
to the Government is to be effected before the end of March 
every year. Although the grower is not to be allowed to hold 
back any part of the produce, either for his own use or for sale, 
that restriction is not to be applied to the case of leaf fhtended 
for exportation. In that case, the grower may, with the per- 
mission of the Government, sell his produce to others. The 
accumulation and sale of the leaves are to be effected by special 
offices, established for the purpose at convenient places throughout 
the country, and the new system is to come into force on and 
after the Ist January 1898. Simultaneously with putting it into 
operation, the existing tobacco tax regulations are to be abolished, 
so that the sale of manufactured tobacco will thenceforth not 
require the use of any stamps. A fund for the purchase of the 
leaf is to be created, to which end a special measure will be 
introduced under the title of “ Project of Law relating to the 
Tobacco Leaf Monopoly Fund.” 


| 
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LIGHTHOUSE CONSTRUCTION IN Formosa. 


The “ Journal Officiel” states that, according to a communi- 
cation of the French Minister at Tokio, the Japanese Government 
has decided to construct eight lighthouses in Formosa at the 
following places, viz.: Tsurikakesaki, Yahushima, Satsoutakasaki, 
Je Jima, Tsukatajima, Uscharazaki, Petao (Formosa promontory) 
and Fouki. 


TRADE oF Cape COLONY FOR 1895. 


Returrs have been received at the Board of Trade from the 
Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope, from which it appears 
that the total imports into Cape Colony (exclusive of government 


importations and specie) for the year 1895 amounted in value to | 


13,285,000/., or an increase of 2,397,000/. over the value for 1894. 
The port of the colony doing the greatest import trade during the 
year was Port Elizabeth, which imported 51 per cent. of the 
above total; Cape Town followed with 25 per cent, and Kast 
London with 22 per cent. of the same. 

With regard to the value of the exports of Colonial products 
for 1895 this was 16,577,0001., a3 compared with 13,503,000/. 
for 1894, or an increase of 3,074,000/. Cape Town is represented 
by 50 per cent. of the total, Port Elizabeth by 12 per cent., East 
London by only 5 per cent., and various inland stations together 
by 31 per cent. 

The re-exports of imported goods in 1895 were valued at 
221,0001., or 27,0007. more than in 1894; in this total Cape Town 
figures for 80 per cent. 


TRADE OF CANADA FOR 1895. 


The “ Monetary Times” of Toronto states that, according to 
the trade returns just issued at Ottawa, the general trade of 
Canada during the fiscal year 1895 amounted, outward and 
inward, to 224,420,485 dols., as compared with 240,999,889 dols. 
in the 12 months preceding. There was thus a falling off equa! 
to 16,579,000 dols. from the aggregate of 1894. The decline was 
in exports as well as imports, but principally in imports, which 
were 12,693,000 dols. less, while the exports were only 3,886,000 
dols, lezs. A small table will make the comparison clear : 


Imports. Exports. 
Dols. Dols. 
Fiscal year 1893-4 - - 123,474,940 117,524,949 
1894-5 110,781,682 113,638,803 
Decrease last year - 12,693,258 3,886,146 


i 

q 


346 GENERAL TRADE NOTEs, [Mar. 1896. 


It is important to observe that the exports for the year ended 
with June 1895, exceeded the imports of the same period by 
2,857,121 dols. This is the second instance in the history of the 
Dominion that this has occurred, the ordinary rule being the 
reverse. In 1879-80, which was a time of depression, the like 
happened, the imports of that year having been 86,489,747 dols., 
and the exports 87,911,458 dols. 

The proportion of trade carried on in 1893 with Great Britain 
and the United States was 86°93 per cent.; in 1894 it was 85°01 
per cent. ; and last year it was 84°17 per cent. ; that is to say, 41:43 
per cent. with Great Britain and 42°74 per cent. with the States. 

The total trade with principal countries, and the proportion 
of import and export, are indicated in the annexed table. The 
“imports” are the amounts entered for consumption :— 


Imports and Exports for 1895. 


_—-— | Exports to. Imports from. 
. Dols. Dols, 

Great Britain 61,856,990 31,131,737 
United States - - - 41,297,676 54,634,521 
Germany - - . - 626,976 4,794,159 
France - - 335,282 2,585,174 
West Indies - - - - 3,725,426 4,956,196 
Newfoundland - 2,325,196 739,850 
China and Japan - 378,160 2,528,414 
Spain - . - - 34,101 402,479 
Belgium - - a 251,402 441,617 
South America 1,303,474 306,996 
Italy - - - 34,325 381,594 
Holland - - - - 140,264 243,900 
Portugal - - - 58,781 57,140 
Australia - - - 417,124 
Switzerland - - - — 259,400 
Other countries - - - - 853,626 1,789,334 

Total - - - 113,638,803 105,252,511 


The difference between the aggregate of these totals (218,291,314 
dols.) and the 224,000,000 dols. given above as the total trade, 
arises from the fact that the entries for consumption during the 
year were some six millions less than the general imports. 

Trade with the United States and the West Indies increased 
over the previous year, but with every other principal country it 
had decreased. Exchanges of commodities with China and Japan, 
which averaged 1,266,000 dols. a year in the 10 years ended with 
1885, have grown to 2,601,000 dols. per year in the 10 years ending 
1895, and the West India trade also shows some growth from the 
efforts made to stimulate it. Total trade with those islands was 
7,438,000 dols. a year on an average during the last five years, while 


in the five years ending with 1890 it had been only 5,420,000 


dols. The exports thither last year were 3,725,000 dols., and the 
imports thence was almost 5,000,000 dols., the aggregate of 
8,681,000 dols. showing a marked increase, in which both imports 


and exports participate. 


| 
| 
| 
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FOR British CAPITAL IN ONTARIO. 


The “Canadian Gazette” of February 20 last states. that 
attention has of late been directed to a-line of industry in which 
British capital and enterprise may find a profitable outlet in 
Ontario, and, for that matter, in other parts of Canada as well, 
wherein the manufacture of the raw material could be effected in 
Canada for shipment to the United Kingdom, and there made 
into useful and necessary goods so as not only to be — to 
the firms or corporations engaged in the enterprise, but to build 
up a large and important trade. The industry relates to veneer 
and cut-stock. There are in Ontario considerable areas of suitable 
timber for both “slicing” and “ rotary-cut ” veneering—such as 
maple (four varieties), birch (three varieties), oak (three varieties), 
elm (three varieties), beech, sycamore, basswood, ash, balm, and 
white-wood—adjacent to a line of railway, 30 as to be convenient 
for shipping. The most improved machinery for this class of 
work can be obtained in Canada; and the veneering or cut- 
stock, properly dried, cut to size, and carefully bundled, can be 
shipped to Great Britain and made into furniture, house decora- 
tion, packing-boxes, nail kegs, barrels, butter-tubs, and an almost 
infinite number of lesser—though by no means small or unim- 
portant—lines of goods. A great deal of attention and study 
has been given to this veneer industry, and its development and 
extension from one line of manufactured goods to another—such 
as pianos, organs, sewing machines, &.—have been such that at 
this present time large lines that were formerly manufactured 
of solid material are now “built up,” so as to be cheaper, more 
durable and substantia), and much lighter; and many other lines 
of industry are moving into the using of veneer for constructive 
material. A trade could, it is believed, be built up reaching 
into millions per annum; and as the industries provided for 
are daily necessities, so the business would increase from year 
to year. The capital for the industry on a large scale, how- 
ever, would have to come from England. The few large 
lumbering and timber firms that are in Canada are all concerned 
with pine, and so special provision for capital would have tobe 
made. 


‘THE Procress OF British CoLUMBIA IN 1895. 


The “ Canadian Gazette ” in a recent issue publishes an account 
of the position of the trade and industries of British Columbia in 
1895, een which it appears that the colony continues to make 


satisfactory progress in all branches. In this article descriptions: 
of the various mines and districts where gold is to be found occupy 
a prominent part. 

During 1895, British Columbia contributed no less than 
3,000,000 dols. in round figures to the world’s supply of gold—a 
total which speaks well for the present and future. From 


q 
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Kootenay alone 2,500,000 dols. of the precious metal was 
exported ; and it is satisfactory to note that a large amount was 
during the year shipped to Montreal and other Eastern cities 
instead of to the States. At Golden Cariboo last year 70,000 dols. 
was taken in incomplete “ wash-ups” on the claims of a Montreal 
syndicate. Other capitalists are also conducting hydraulic mining 
there, work has advanced to a stage where great returns are 
shortly to be expected, and in 1896 the gold output of Cariboo 
will, it is thought, again show a considerable increase. 

Next to the mining indus'ry the fisheries rank in importance. 
The seal catch in 1895 on the British Columbia coast, on the 
Japanese coast, on the Copper Island coast, and in Behring Sea, 
reached a grand total of 73,614 skins, of which the Canadian 
catch represented 70,739 skins. The catch was remarkable for 
large skins of fine colour and quality. Turning to the salmon 
supply, it is found that the number of cases put up last year 
was 600,881, as compared with 494,871 in 1894. During the 
year the rivers on the west of Vancouver Island made their 
first contribution to the pack, and this season will see three, 
and perhaps six, new preserving factories established on the west 
coast. 

With regard to the lumber trade, although the demands of the 
United Kingdom, North and South America, and the new markets 
in South Africa absorbed a large quantity of wood during 1895, 
prices have not improved, but it is anticipated that the com- 
bination recently effected at San Francisco, by most of the mills of 
Oregon, ‘Washington, and British Columbia will have the effect 
of adding to existing values. Full figures of the export of lumber 
are not available, but it is of interest to observe that trade with 
Australia is not neglected, and that several vessels took cargoes to 
Shanghai and Tientsiv. The coal shipments from the Nanaimo 
mines aggregated last year 339,704 tons, a decrease of 54,068 tous 
as compared with 1895. 

With regard to the trade of the principal cities, last year the 
total value of the exports from Victoria was 2,355,065 dols., and 
of imports 620,615 dols.; in 1894 the figures were respectively 
3,013,213 dols. and 698,937 dols. Vancouver’s exports totalled 
897,035 dols. in 1895, while her imports reached 1,005,452 dols. 
New Westminster’s exports were of the value of 2,939,447 dols., 
which is 1,090,758 dols. in excess of 1894, and twice that amount 
in excess of 1893. The imports of the Royal City totalled last 
year 593,492 dols., as against 531,703 dols. in 1894. 

Turning lastly to agriculture, it is seen that the industry made 
remarkable progress in 1895, Full statistics are not yet available, 
but it is stated that the wheat crop was three times as large as in 
1894, when the crop was 6,526 tons. Oats also gave a large 
crop, the yield being placed at double that of 1884, when it was 
14,627 tons. 

More attention is being paid to fruit than formerly, and the 
Horticultural Board is doing much to raise the quality of the 
production, One thing that has to be kept in mind, however, by 
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the farmers is the necessity of improved grading and packing to 
make their wares as attractive as possible. Besides the increased 
production of fruit, new markets were found, and a notable feature 
of last year was the shipments to the north-west territories of 
large quantities of plums and cherries. Co-operative factories 
of tinned fruits have been established to deal with this trade. 

The farmers also seem to be at last awakening to the importance 
of the dairying industry. Up to a short time ago all the butter- 
making in the Province was in private hands, and not till 1895 
did the first creamery start. Now it is being successfully operated 
at Ladners, turning out 500 or 600 lbs. a week, and not by any 
means able to supply the demand. 

Taking everything into consideration, it would seem that the 
farming industry made decided advances during 1895, and the 
outlook for the future is still brighter. 


Packina FOR Export. 


The “ Australasian,” in a recent issue, states that one of the 
chief obstacles in the way of the successful development of the 
dairying industry has hitherto been found in the difficulty of 
discovering a cheap, clean, and attractive way of packing butter, 
honey, and other perishable farm products. It will come as a 
surprise to many to learn that a simple process has been dis- 
covered, and is now in operation in Australia, by which the 
inventors claim that they can supersede costly refrigerating 
plant completely, and despatch butter, honey, jam, and similar 
comestibles to any part of the world with the certainty that 
when opened the article witl be found in perfect condition. 

How far these expectations are warranted by results alread 
attained cannot as yet be stated definitely, but it is a fact that 
butter packed in Melbourne by the new process has been opened 
at Kimberley, South Africa, 700 miles from Cape Town, and found 
to be as good as when it left the butter factory in Victoria. 

By the new process the butter is packed in a box made of 
six small sheets of ordinary glass, the points of juncture bein 
covered with gummed paper. The glass casket is then cen 
with a mould of plaster of Paris about a quarter of an inch thick, 
which in turn is covered with specially prepared paper. The 
package then presents the appearance of a solid brick of plaster 
or cement, and as the plaster is a non-conductor of heat it is 
claimed that the butter packed hermetically inside is unaffected 
by any change of temperature. The prime cost of packing 1 Ib. 
of butter in this way is about ld, and the convenience and 
portability are obvious. The inventor states that these solid 
bricks of butter can be and have already been loaded on ship- 
board as ordinary cargo, and delivered in perfect condition in 
Coolgardie, Northern Queensland, and South Africa. 

Cases manufactured in the same way, and capable of holdin 
2 cwts. of butter, have also been manufactured by the syndicate 
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at its large factory, where 40 hands, principally boys and girls, | 
are engaged in making the glass boxes and covering them with 
plaster of Paris, all except the top, which is put on afterwards 


by a simple mechanical device, and removed by the purchaser in 
an equally easy manner. 

It is claimed that a saving of 25 per cent. is effected on 
freight and packing as compared with butter frozen and carried 
in the usual way. In the future the new invention may 
revolutionise present methods of dealing with dairy produce 


for export. 


TRADE OF New SoutH WA LEs FOR 1895. 


According to the “ Australasian Trade Review,” the returns 
of trade for the colony of New South Wales show that during 
the year closing on the 3lst December 1895, imports totalled 
13,902,568/, against 13,840,4992 in 1894, or an increase of 
62,0697. Apart from imports of gold, which decreased by 
868,768/., imports of merchandise showed an increase to the 
amount of 930,837/. 

Exports, as will be seen in the appended table, showed an 
increase of 915,559/., of which merchandise contributes 136,123/., 
and gold, 779,436/. 


— 


Twelve months euding 31st December. 


1894. 1895. 
3 £ 
Gold at - - 2,791,953 1,923,185 
Merchandise - - - 11,048,546 11,979,388 
Total - - - 13,840,499 13,902,568 
Exports : 
Gold - - - 2,131,635 2,911,071 
Merchandise - - - 11,259,651 11,395,774 
Total - - ~ 13,391,286 14,306,845 


Comparing imports with exports, it will be seen that, while 
in 1894 imports exceeded exports by 449,213/, exporis exceeded 
imports in 1895 by 404,277/. Taking merchandise alone, the 
reverse will be seen to be the case, as in 1894 exports of 
merchandise exceeded imports of the same by 211,105/, and in 
1895 imports of merchandise exceeded exports by 583,609/. 
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Tur Export TRADE OF New ZEALAND. 


The “ New Zealand Trade Review” publishes a comparative 
table of the values of the exports of New Zealand for the years 
ending 30th September, 1895 and 1894, showing separately the 
proportions from each of the most important ports and from the 
North Island and South Island respectively. 

The particulars respecting wool show that though the North 
Island exhibited a decrease and the South Island an increase as 
compared with the year 1893-4, yet that the North Island still 
had a slight excess over the South as to the weight of wool 
shipped. ‘The figures were as follows :— 


1894-5. 1893-4. 

Quantity.—North Island - Lbs. 64,970,226 67,261,754 
South Island - Lbs. 64,363,543 61,218,703 

Value. — North Island - £ 1,994,132 2,174,509 
South Island - & 2,031,988 2,214,736 


In value each island shows a falling-off, and the decline in the 
two divisions is approximately equal, in spite of the fact that in 
the one case there is an increase and in the other a decrease in 
weight. The only column which shows an increase is that of the 
minor ports of the North Island, the growth being almost entirely 
at Wanganui 

Increased value is shown in frozen meat, especially in the 
South Island, where it compensates for the cessation of exports of 
wheat. The increased bulk of shipmente of wool tends in the 
same direction, though, as regards the past year, the influence was 
neutralised by lower valuations. The increase in frozen meat 
is equal to about 21 per cent. in weight, and between 16 and 
17 per cent. in value. 

In tallow there is an increase of nearly 25 per cent. in the 
North Island and fully 35 per cent. in the South. The per- 
centage of increase is very heavy at Dunedin and at Timaru. It 
was largely caused.by the boiling down of sheep. 

In the important industry of dairy produce, the values of the 
contributions of the two islands were as follows :— 


Butter. Cheese. 
1894-5. 1893-4. 1894-5. 1893-4. 
£ £ £ £ 
North Island - - 192,530 214,239 64,40) 28,669 
South Island - 41,192 60,246 94,465 76,060 


Each division shows a decrease in butter and an increase in 
cheese. The percentage of the production of the North Island 
is, however, increased in both cases, that of butter having risen 
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from under 80 to over 82 per cent. of the whole, and that of 
cheese from under 28 to over 40 per cent. of the whole. 

The figures of the gold exports are worth quoting. They are as 
follows :— 


| 1894-5. 1893-4. 
£ £ 
Auckland - - - 343,647 202,099 
Wellington - - 40 — 
Dunedin - - - - 272,788 308,931 
Bluff - - - - 30,411 17,481 
Other S.I. ports - . - 340,011 396,740 
Total - - - 986,857 925,251 


New ZEALAND TIMBERS AND Forest Propuocts. 


A communication has been received from the Agent-General 
for New Zealand, transmitting copy of a pamphlet recently 
issued on New Zealand timbers and forest products. 

In this pamphlet an effort has been made to collect from 
various sources reliable information concerning the timbers and 
forest products of the colony. No claim is made to expert 
knowledge of the subject treated, but extracts bearing on the 
commercial value of the New Zealand forests have been made 
from the writings of competent authora, which are not easily 
accessible to the ordinary reader. During the past year deter- 
mined efforts have been made to bring New Zealand woods under 
the notice of the timber trade of Great Britain, and the samples 
of wood displayed at the Imperial Institute and at the New 
Zealand Government offices (13. Victoria Street, London), have 
sufficed to demonstrate the fine quality and varied beauty of New 
Zealand timber, and its suitability for the trade requirements of 
this country. 

The matter collected in this pamphlet has been limited chiefly 
to the selection of information for timber traders ia these 
markets. 


XVIL—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF 
THE CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE 
UNITED KINGDOM. 

Barnsley.—The annual meeting of this Chamber was held on 
February 18 last, Mr. W. Batty (president) in the chair. The 
annual report was read and adopted, Mr. Batty was re-elected 
president for the year, and delegates were appointed to attend the 


meetings of the Associated Chambers of Commerce in London. 
There was no other business of importance. 
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Birmingham.—A meeting of the Council of the Birmingham 
Chamber of Commerce was held at the Exchange on February 12 
last, Mr. T. J. Walsh presiding. A letter was read from Lord 
George Hamilton acknowledging receipt of the letter from the 
Chamber relative to railway communication between Burmah and 
China, and stating that there was every prospect that the 
Mandalay-Kunlon railway would be commenced at an early date, 
and that it would be so constructed as to meet the demands that 
were likely to be made on it in the matter of traffic. 

A communication was received from the Worcester Chamber of 
Commerce asking the Birmingham Chamber to join with them in 
an e1ideavour to secure the abolition of the licence for selling gold 
and silver plate. Mr. Barker described the tvx as very vexatious, 
and hoped that the Chamber would assist in obtaining its removal. 
Silver was so cheap that there should be free trade in it as in 
other metals. He believed that if the tax were abolished, it 
would result in the employment in Birmingham of a much larger 
number of men, as many other people would ¢ell plate if there were 
no licence, At the present time he believed there were numbers 
of people who dealt in plate who did not pay the licence. He 
proposed that the action of the Worcester Chamber be supported. 
Mr. Tonks hoped that the Council would be careful how it 
interfered in the matter, The Birmingham Jewellers’ Association 
had been very careful nct to pronounce an opinion on the matter, 
but the National Retail Association of Traders had been formed, 
and one of its main objects was not only to see that the licence 
was enforced, but to maintain it. Jewellers who had a licence 
and who had paid it for a number of years did not agree with 
drapers and others opening up a business in plate goods by a side 
door, as it were. They felt that a gross injustice would be done 
if the plate licence were abolished. Ona vote the amendment 
was lost, and the resolution carried. It was decided to support 
any action taken by Chambers of Commerce with regard to the 
opening of diplomatic relations between the British Government 
and Bolivia, The question of a national trade mark was 
mentioned, but it was resolved not to take any steps in the 
matter. There was no other business of importance. 


Blackburn—A meeting of the council of the Blackburn 
Chamber of Commerce was held on February 17th last, 
Mr. Henry Harrison, J.P., presiding. 

The president, referring to the railway rates and charges, said 
that efforts had for some time been made to arrive at a satisfactory 
conclusion with the railway companies on the question of the 
overcharges of 5 per cent. upon the rates of 1893. A great 
many of the advauces had been removed, and at the present time 
overcharges of 1s, 8d. per ton were only made on lots of cloth 
under two tons. He believed the railway companies were inclined 
to meet the traders of the district half way on this question, 
and several of the directors of the Chamber were in favour of 
that course. He hoped that at the next meeting he would be 
able to report that satisfactory terms had been arranged. 

91140, 
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The president further reported that in accordance with the 
resolution passed at a previous meeting, the secretary had pre- 

ared a list of the looms and spindles in the area covered by the 

hamber of Commerce. It was very desirable that they should 
have an accurate list. It was decided that the return be published 
in the annual report of the Chamber. 

Mr. Harrison was re-elected president for the year. 

Bradford.—The monthly meeting of the Bradford Chamber of 
Commerce was held on the 26th February last, Mr. T. A. Duncan 
in the chair. 

The president read the following letter, which had been 
received from Mr. F. H. B. Skine, Collector of Customs at 
Calcutta :— 

« Sir, 17th January 1896. 

* T HAVE the honour to forward for your inspection a gross 
imitation of an English mark, believed to be a Bradford one, 
known as the “ Greyhound,” 90,107. I shall be obliged by your 
ascertaining the owner, and placing him in communication with 
me. Also by your letting it be as widely known as possible that 
I am prepared to register English marks and stop foreign ‘imita- 
tion. Application, with fee of one rupee currency (say 1s. 3d.) 
and sample with description of mark, to be addressed, ‘ Collector 
of Customs, Calcutta.’ In this case I hear that the English trade 
has been nearly killed. 
* T have, &c., 

(Signed) F. H. B. Sxrvg, 
© Collector of Custos.” 

The president observed that the offer of the Collector of 
Customs to register trade marks should be of great service, and 
ought to be made known as widely as possible. 

The secretary read a letter from a Bradford firm, complaining 
of the refusal of the French Custom-house authorities to recon- 
sider the decision of experts as to the nature of some goods which 
had been sent to France. 

Mr. Hoffmann said that this was a common cause of complaint 
against the French Custom-house, and it gave another illustration 
of the unwisdom in cases of dispute of allowing goods to leave 
the Custom-house until the question had been sbsolutely scttled. 
If the goods had been left in the Custom-house, although the 
decision of the experts had been given, the Chamber could have 
appealed to the English Foreign Office, and by that means might 
have obtained another inquiry. 

Bristol—The usual monthly meeting of the council of the 
Bristol Chamber of Commerce was held on February 26 last, 
Mr. G, H. Perrin in the chair. 

Instructions were given to the Bristol deputation as to voting 
upon the various questions in the official programme of resolutions 
for the London meeting of the Associated Chambers of Commerce 
next month. 

Plans for the river improvements, extension of the free delivery 
boundaries of the railway companies, and tramways for goods 
traffic at the Bristol docks, also came up for discussion, 


| ‘ 
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Halifax.—The monthly meeting of the council of this Chamber 
was held on February 26 last, Mr, T. Sutcliffe in the chair. 

Mr. Clement Holdsworth siid he had received a newspaper 
cutting from Melbourne stating that the collector of Customs had 
received instructions to enforce at once section 5 of the Land 
and Income Assessment Act Amendment Act, 1895, which pro- 
vides that non-resident agents are to obtain a licence to carry on 
business in the colony in lieu of paying income tax. The fee 
payable in respect of such licence is 50/, and every non-resident 
agent is liable to a penalty not exceeding 20/. for every day 
during which he carries on business without a licence. Mr. 
Holdsworth remarked that this would operate greatly to the 
disadvantage of English manufacturers who sent agents to 
Australia on business. The chairman said the matter would 
affect Bradford and other towns, and it would perhaps be advisable 
for all the Chambers of Commerce to take united action, The 
secretary was instructed to write to the Colonial Office to ascer- 
tain if the information in the paragraph be correct, and, if so, the 
General Purposes Committee were empowered to take what 
action might be deemed necessary. 


Hebden Bridge.—The annual report of the Hebden Bridge and 
District Commercial Association, Ltd., just issued, reports oa the 
losses of the Association during the past year from bad debts 
and trade losse, and comments generally on the increased railway 
rates, the new Factory Act, and other matters of local interest 
only. 

Leeds —A meeting of the Leeds Chamber of Commerce was 
held on February 26 last, Mr. J. Pease in the chair. 

The council considered the agenda for the coming meeting of 
the Associated Chambers, the Rating of Machinery Bill, postal 
communication with the south-west, the question of a national 
trade mark, and the metric system. 


Liverpool A meeting of the committee of the African trade 
section of the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce was held on 
March: 6 last, Mr. John Holt in the chair. 

A report by Sir Claude Macdonald respecting the adulteration 
of produce in the Niger Coast Protectorate, and the steps taken 
by the Administration in this matter was read, and a discussion 
followed, part of the committee being of opinion that the Govern- 
ment should be asked to extend the local regulations to the 
European traders, and to punish anyone found purchasing 
adulterated produce. It was, however, carried by a majority 
that no further alteration in the law should be advised, but that 
the Government should be requested to enforce the existing 
regulations more strictly. 

The affairs of Benin, the Lagos Bar, and the Sierra Leone 
spirit duties also came up for discussion. 

The monthly meeting of the Chamber was held on March 6 
last, Mr. Charles M’Arthur in the chair. The subjects discussed 
were, cablegrams by telephone, Companies’ Acts Amendment, 
High Court of Justice Continuous Sittings Bill. 
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London.—A meeting of the Council of.the London Chamber of 
Commerce was held on Thursday, l’ebruary 13 last, Mr. W. J, 
Thompson, junr., in the chair. 

Reference was made to the steamboat service on the Thames, 
telegraphic and telephonic communication with lightships, &c., 
overside delivery in the port of London, horseless carriages, light 
railways, Merchandise Marks Act Committee, and other subjects. 

At the last meeting of the leather trade section of the Chamber 
attention was called to the case of “ Clarke v. the Owners of the 
Silver Stream,” in which his firm represented the plaintiff, in 
whose favour there was a verdict with costs. The pelts were 
buried in damp earth in the lower hold of the ship for five months, 
and on being landed proved to be in bad condition, fully 40 per 
cent. being damaged, and many beiag without value. Mr. Justice 
Bruce gave judgment to the effect that if a shipowner stowed 
casks of pelts in damp ballast, which was the case in this instance, 
they were stowed impreperly. The opinion of the meeting was 
that the decision was ef the greatest importance to the trade, and 
that the attention of members should, therefore, be called to the 
matter. 

A large number of replies were submitted from Colonial Chambers 
of Commerce, in answer to the section’s circular calling attention to 
the greai depreciation in the value of hides caused. by the present 
system of brand:ng cattle in the colonies. The latest communi- 
cation—from the Maryborough (Queensland) Chamber—stated 
that the Colonial Government intended to introduce into Parlia- 
ment a measure permitting owners to brand on portions of the hide 
of least value to the tanner, and a code of earmarks is being 
arranged by all the Colonies, which, when adopted, will render 
branding in prominent portions less necessary than at present. 

The annual meeting of the cement trade section was held on 
February 20 last, of the tobacco trade section on January 23, of 
the South African trade section on February 4, and of the timber 
trade federation on February 11. 

Manchester —At the annual meeting of the Chamber, held on 
February 3 last, Mr. W. H. Holland in the chair, the annual 
report was adopted, and new directors elected for the current 

ear. 
x An ordinary meeting of the Board of Directors was held on 
February 12 last. 

The minutes of the African sectional committee contained a 
reference tu correspondence upon special difficulties encountered 
in the introduction of British cotton goods into British East 
Africa, which had been under the con-ideration of the committee. 
It appears that American drills and shectings have long been 
known to the Arab traders at Zanzibar and Mombassa, and even 
in Uganda. Within the last two years British cloths of equal 
quality, but bearing new marks, have been introduced, but their 
distribution is checked, because the Administration is in the habit 
of paying the troops, partly at least, by means of American goods, 
which pass as a kind of currency in British East Africa. Inasmuch 
as there are parts of the country where neither British nor 
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American cloths have yet become known, and the effect cf the 
exclusive use of the former by the Administration for these purposes 
constitutes in effect aa cfficial preference in their favour, it was 
resolved, on the recommendation of the committee, that the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs should be requested to 
instruct Her Majesty’s Administration in British East Africa to 
employ also, as far as possible, goods of British manufacture for 
military or official purposes. 

Reference was also made to the Registration of Firms Bul, the 
metric system, imports of silver into Lagos, railway connection 
between Burmah and Siam, and the Indian duties on cotton 
goods, 


Nottingham.—A meeting of the council of the Nottingham 
Chamber was held on February 24 last, Mr. George Wigley in 
the chair. 

Mr. Carver submitted the report of the foreign trade 
committee. He said the committee had hell a meeting since 
the last meeting of the council, for the purpose of receiving the 
samples that had been sent by the British Consul-General at Siam 
for the inspestion of manufacturers, to see how far such sampies 
could be imitated by manufacturers in this country. Manchester, 
Bradford, and Blackburn had had the samples, and the com- 
mittee had bzen informed by the Associated Chambers that if any 
members of the Nottingham Chamber wished to have the facility 
of seeing those samples, they could do so by visiting the offices of 
the Associated Chambers in London on certain dates, The com- 
mittee, however, thought it desirable, in the interests of the town, 
that they should request that the samples should be forwarded to 
Nottingham. With the permission of the Foreign Office—which 
was readily granted—these samples had been sent down, and the 
foreign trade committee thought it was desirable to invite 
certain manufacturers, whether members of the council or not, to 
inspect the samples. 

Reference was made to an exprezs service between London 
and Nottingham and horseless carriages, and the council then 
proceeded to consider the resolutions to be considered at the 
conference of the Associated Chambers. There are 31 pro- 
positions in all on the agenda, having reference te various subjects. 
Upon 20 of the resolutions the council expressed no opinion, the 
only one upon which opposition was directed to be offered being 
that from Bradford, which runs as follows :—‘ That the regulation 
* that all packages transmitted by pattern post must have printed 
* or stamped thereon the name, address, and trade of the sender 
‘ (without which such packages are subject to the letter rate of 
postage) is unnecessary and is a great hindrance to trade, and 
that the Postmaster-General be therefore urged to rescind the 
same.” 

Oldham.—At the last meeting of the council of the Oldham 
Chamber of Commerce, the president and Messrs. Emmott and 
Beardoe Grundy were appointed to represent the Chamber at 
the annual meeting of the Associated Chambers of Commerce 
In considering the programme for that meeting each resolution 


‘ 
“ 
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was dealt with seriatin. On the question of consular reports 

Mr. Emmott said that the secretary had recently put before him 
some official instructions and correspondence in regard to this 
matter dating back for a period of 10 years. He found that the 
instructions that had been sent to Her Majesty’s Consuls were 
really very full, and practically gave directions on a great many 
of the points that the Chamber had urged fora long time. There 
was, however, one question of importance which he thought 
might be considered. I some part of these documents of which 
he spoke, the question was raised as to the difference between the 
American Consul and the English Consul. It was there stated that 
the American Consul was or had been a commercial man, and he 
was only appointed as a rule for a few years—for a President's 
term of office, or it might possibly be for a shorter period. 
Then he went back to business. He had, therefore, a grasp of 
commercial questions not usually possessed by our own Consuls. 
If we imitated America in having commercial men as our Consuls it 
would add considerably to the expense of the consular service 
of this country; and it was a definite point how much we 
intended to pay in addition to what was now spent on that 
service, Further, another practical point called attention to, 
and one he had heard mentioned in that Chamber, was that all 
consular representatives of this country should not be commercial 
travellers and must not be expected to be commercial travellers. 
People who were interested in the trade of some particular 
districts should read the consular reports from those districts 
and indicate precisely where they were short of the information 
they required. It was decided that support should be given to 
resolutions standing in the name of the Executive Council 
urging that more attention should be paid to consular reports, 
and requesting the Foreign Office to obtain through the Consuls 
samples of goods of foreign manufacture with a view to such 
samples being circulated among Chambers of Commerce interested 
in such manufactures. 

The yarn contracts question was reported on, and Mr. S. R. 
Platt was re-elected president of the Council. 

Shefficld—A_ meeting of the council of the Sheffield Chamber 
of Commerce was held on February 26 last, Mr. 8. E. Howell 
in the chair. 

A letter read from the Associated Chambers of Commerce 
pointed out that the Foreign Office was prepared to receive 
practical suggestions from Chambers of Commerce as to improve- 
ment in the system of consular trade reports, and also as to how 
consular officers can assist British traders. It was announced 
that the subject would be discussed at the annual meeting of the 
Associated Chambers, and that suggestions could be brought 
before that body. 

-The council considered a communication from Mr. W. T, 
Wheatley, advocating the merits of a national trade mark. After 
consideration, it was resolved to take no action thereon. 

Reference was also made to the Companies Acts, and the 
metric system, 


I 
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‘alsall.—At the annual meeting of this Chamber, the report 
for the past year was read and adopted, the election of the 
council carried out and the remaining business of the meeting 
was tu decide what steps the Chamber should take in regard to 
the various matters to be brought up for discussion at the next 
meeting of the Associated Chambers of Commerce. 

It was resolved to support a proposition of London that early 
imformatiou should be obtained of proposed international ex- 
hibitions, and that British commerce should be directly repre- 
sented in connection with them, and also to support a proposition 
by Worcester to prevent railway companies increasing their 
rates without first submitting them to the Board of Trade. 

The next proposition considered was one by Bradford, 
requiring the public prosecutor to take up cases of false marking 
under the Merchandise Marks Act, and the other by Shettield 
to obtain a commun definition of a trade mark. With regard 
to the first, the chairman expressed his conviction that the 
Merchandise Marks Act had been a most serious injury to 
British trade, and he strongly opposed it being made more 
stringent. Mr. Scott, however, pointed out that this was not 
what was intended, but that what was wanted was that the 
public prosecutor should be required to take up such cases, as 
this Chamber had had before them when they found a common 
cast-iron bit marked as “best steel.” The chairman urged that 
any interference between buyers and sellers must be injurious 
and must lead to endless dfficulties as to where it should stop. 
This question was, in the end, left open, but it was decided to 
support the Sheffield proposition with regard to trade marks, 

With regard to a proposition by Hickmondwike that the system 
of dealing in the options and futures of produce was detrimental 
to the country, Mr. Leckie pointed out that 90 per cent. of the 
transactions in wheat were mere speculation, there being no 
intention either to deliver or accept the wheat which was pretended 
to be bought. The result of the system was that wheat had 
fallen 26s. per quarter, while barley, which was not subject to 
such speculation, had only fallen 9s. 8d. What was wanted was 
that a man who sold what he had not got should be subject to a 
heavy penalty. Mr. Rathbone pointed out that in some things— 
cotton for instance—purchases must be made for further delivery 
or the manufacturers could never send out their estimates. 
He thought they would be right in opposing the resolution. 
Mr. Greatrex supported this view, but Mr. Leckie, in reply, said 
that such transactions would not be touched. In the cotton 
for future delivery it was intended that the goods should be 
delivered, but in the wheat gambling nothing of the sort was 
ever intended. It was resolved to leave the question open. 

Amongst other propositions brought forward it was resolved to 
support one to the effect that the various chambers be asked to 
institute local inquiries with a view to ascertain what amount of 
foreign competition existed in their district, and to report in detail 
what means could be taken to obtain the substitution of British 
goods for foreign ones, 
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XVIIL—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. Metropolitan Water Companies, Return of the Accounts, as 
they are respectively made up, of the Metropolitan Water Com- 
panies to the 30th day of September and the 31st day of December 
1894 (in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, No, 294, of Session 
1894). 448. Sess. 2, Price 24d. 

The present return is issued under the direction of the Local 
Government Board, and gives the accounts of the various metro- 
politan water companies between the above dates. 

The water companies whose accounts are dealt with are as 
follows :—Chelsea Waterworks Company; East London Water- 
works Company ; Grand Juuction Waterworks Company ; Kent 
Waterworks Company ; Lambeth Waterworks Company ; New 
River Company ; Southwark and Vauxhall Water Company ; and 
West Middlesex Waterworks Company. 


2. London Water Companies Supply. Return showing the 
Average Amount of Water supplied Daily by each of the London 
Water Companies, from various sources, in each Month during the 
past two Years, specifying the Amount from each source separately. 
452. Sess.2. Price 1d. 


This is a further return issued under the direction of the Local 
Government Board, giving the average amount of water supplied 
daily by each of the metropolitan water companies. The 
companies whose returns are here given are the same as in the 
preceding paper. The return deals with the period from Septem- 
ber 1893 to August 1895. 


3, Metropolitan Water Companies. Return relating lo. 459. 
Sess. 2. Price 24d. 


This is a return also issued by the Local Government Board. 
It shows, as regards each water company supplying water in the 
metropolis--(a) the name of each metropolitan parish where the 
supply throughout the parish is a constant supply ; (4) the name 
of cach metropolitan parish where the supply is a constant supply 
only in part of the parish, and, in the case of each such parish, a 
- description of the part of the parish where the supply is constant ; 
(c) with respect to each parish at whose instance the constant 
supply was ordered or given; (d) the name of each metropolitan 
parish where the supply throughout the parish is intermittent ; 
‘e) the name of each metropolitan parish where the supply is 
intermittent only in part of the parish, and, in the case of each 
such parish, a description of tie part of the parish where the 
supply is intermittent ; and (f) with respect to each parish or 
part of a parish where the supply is intermittent, the period 
during which water is supplied daily to the premises of consumers 

The return is dated September 3, 1895. 

4, Tramways (Street and Road), Return of Street and Road 
Tramways authorised by Parliament, showing the Amount of 
Capital Authorised, Paid up,and Expended ; the Length of Tram- 
way Authorised, and the Length open for the Public Conveyance 
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of Passengers down to the 30th day of June 1895; the Gross 
Receipts, Working Expenditure, and Net Receipts ; the Number of 
Passengers conveyed, and the Number of Miles run by Cars during 
the Year ended the 30th Day of June 1895; together with the 
Number of Horses, Engines, and Cars at that date (in continuation 
of Parliamentary Paper, No. 270, of Session 1894, 393, Price 3d, 


This is the annual return issued by the Board of Trade, the 
present number being for the year ended 30th June 1895. It 
shows that the total capital expended on the 30th June 1895 was 
14,956,3431, as compared with 14,388,698/. in 1894. The total 
length of line open for public traffic was 982 miles in 1895, against 
975 miles in 1894; the total number of passengers carried in 
1895 was 661,760,461, as compared with 616,972,830 in 1894 ; 
the gros receipts were 3,733,690/., against 3,615,837/. in 1894 ; 
the working expenses 2,878,490/. and 2,859,056/. ; while the net 
receipts amounted to 855,200/. in 1895 and to 756,781/. in 1894. 


5. Twenty-fourth Annual Report of the Local Government 
Board, 1894-5. (C.7867.) Price 5s. 2d. 


This report, which is issued by the Local Government Board, 
contains the customary information with regard to the proceedings 
of the Board during the year 1894-5. The statements. and 
observations submitted in this report are divided into five parts, 
relating respectively to—(1) the Local Government Act, 1888, 
and County Councils ; (2) the Local Government Act, 1894; (5 
Relief of the Poor and the Poor Rate; (4) the Public Health 
and Local Administration; and (5) Local Taxation and 
Valuation. 


6. Building Societies Return, 395, ° Price 1s. 9d. 


This return, which is issued by the Home Office, is dated the 
6th of July 1895, and is in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, 
No. 222, of Session 1894. It contains an abstract of the accounts 
furnished by building societies incorporated to the 31st day of 
December 1894, and includes both Great Britain and Ireland. 
It is made pursuant to the Building Societies Act 37 & 38 Vict. 
c. 42, s, 40, in the annexed form :—- 


(22 Liabilities. | & Assets. 
Sa, | © al | = of =| 
g 29/88) Fe | | oh g 
£ £ £ £ £ 
| | 


362 RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. [Mar. 1896. 


7. Railway, §c., Bills, Report by the Board of Trade upon 
all the Railway, Canal, Tramway, Gas, Electric Lighting, and 
Water Bills and Provisional Orders of Session 1896. 54, Price 
6d. 


Thie is an annual return issued by the Board of Trade. It 
contains statements relating to the number of railway, canal, 
tramway, gas, electric lighting, and water Bills, the total proposed 
capital, and the total length of proposed railways and tramways; 
also to the number of applications to the Board of Trade for 
Provisional Orders under the Tramways Act, the Gas and Water 
Works Facilities Acts, and the Electric Lighting Acts, together 
with Bills for railways, &., by existing and new companies, and 
Bills for tramways, gas, electric lighting, and water. 

Lists are also appended of Bills for which reports are required 
to be made by the Board of Trade with regard to tolls, rates, and 
charges under Standing Order of the House of Commons 145 ; 
also of Bills containing powers of purchase, &c., in respect of 
which it may be necessary for the Board of 'I'rade to issue certifi- 
cates in compliance with Standing Orders 122, House of Lords, 
and 163, House of Commons, as regards the paid-up capital and 
expenditure of the companies; also of Bills for which reports are 
required to be made by the Board of Trade with regard to 
abandonment and release of deposits, under Standing Order 158, 
House of Commons; and also of Bills for which reports are 
required to be made by the Board of Trade with regard to level- 
crossings and inclination of roads, under Standing Orders 154 


and 155, House of Commons. 


8. Fifty-Seventh Annual Report of the Registrar-Gencral of 
Births, Deaths, and Marriages, in England, 1894. (C—7768). 
Price 1s, 5d. 

In submitting his report for the year 1894, dated the 5th of 
December 1895, to the President of the Local Government 
Board, the Registrar-General remarks that the population of 
England and Wales, as enumerated on 6th April 1891, con- 
sisted of 29,002,525 persons. The natural increase, by excess of 
births over deaths, from the beginning of April 1891 to the 


middle of the year 1894, amounted to 1,121,145, and this would 
raise the population to 30,123,670 at the latter date. In the 
absence of. precise information regarding emigration and immi- 
gration the estimated populations published in the annual reports 
are based on the assumption that the rate of increase which had 
prevailed in the intercensal period immediately preceding has since 
been maintained. Estimated by this method the population in the 
middle of the year 1894 was 30,060,763, including 14,565,660 
males and 15,495,103 females. It is on this population that the 
rates for 1894 in the present report have been calculated. 

The number of marriages registered in the year 1894 was 
226,449, corresponding to a rate of 15:1 persons married per ~ 
1,000 living. ‘This is a slight recovery from the very low rate of 
1893, which had been 14-7, and also on the average rate (14-9) in 
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the 10 years 1884-93. The lowest marriage-rates in registration 
counties during 1894 were 10°5 in Rutlandshive, 11°6 in Middle- 
sex, 11°9 in Huntingdonshire, 12°1 in Westmoreland, 12-2 in 
Hertfordshire, 12°3 in Buckinghamshire, and 12°4 in Surrey and 
in Essex. The highest rates were 15°6 in Staffordshire, 15:7 in 
Warwickshire, 15°8 in Nottinghamshire and in Monmouthshire, 
15°9 in the West and East Ridings of Yorkshire, 16:2 in Lanca- 
shire, 16°7 in South Wales, and 17:0 in London. Speaking 
generally, the counties which had shown the highest or the lowest 
average marriage-rates in the 10 years 1884-1893 occupied similar 
positions respoctively in the scale of marriage-rates in 1894. 

The births registered during the year numbered 890,289, and 
were in the proportion of 25°6 only per 1,000 persons living; this 
rate being the lowest on record. The birth-rate in 1894 showed 
a defect of 2:0 per 1,000 below the mean rate in the decennium 
immediately preceding. lowest birth-rates were in 
Westmoreland and in Rutlandshire, 244 in Surrey, 24:7 in 
Sussex and in Huntingdonshire, and 25°3 in Devonshire. The 
counties with the highest rates were Nottinghamshire and Derby- 
shire 31°7, South Wales 33:1, Monmouthshire 33°7, Staffordshire 
35°0, and Durham 35:2. 

The deaths registered in England and Wales in 1894 were 
498,827 in number, and in the proportion of 16°6 per 1,000 of the 
population ; the average rate in the ten years immediately pre- 
ceding having been 19°2, The death-rate in 1894 was consider- 
ably lower than that in any previous year on record, the nearest 
approaches to so low a rate having been 18°9 in the year 1881, 
181 in 1888, and 182 in 1889. In these three years only 
previous to 1894 had the rate of mortality in England and Wales 
been below 19-0 in a thousand. 


9. Administration Report on the Railways in India for 1894-95, 
by Lieutenant-Colonel T. Gracey, R.E., Officiating Director- 
General of Railways. (C. 7845.) Price 3s, 3d. 


This return gives the detailed account of the railways of India 


for the year 1894-95. The report states that the following 
lengths of new line opened for public traffic between the 
Ist April 1894 and the 3lst March 1895 compare, with the 
figures in the period from 1st April 1893 to 31st March 1894, as 
follows :— 


Standard Metre Special | 


| Gauge. Gauge. | Gauges, Total. 
| | 
| 
Miles. | Miles. Miles. Miles, 
1894-5 - 243 | 755 8603 
1893-4 + 247 | | 22h | 4513 
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The total length of railway open for traffic, after minor cor- 
rections, was on the 31st March 1895 as follows :— 


| 


Standard Metre 


Special 
| Gauge. Gauge. Gauges. Total. 
| i i 
Miles. Miles. Miles. Miles. 
State lines worked by companies - | 38,5294 5,238) 8,7674 
State lines worked by the State - | 4,039} 1,310 | 28 5,3775 
Lines worked by come | 
panies - -| 25863 | 2,586% 
Assisted companies - 183; | 1725 | 51 407} 
Lines owned by Native States and | | 
worked by companies - 412} | 188} 713 6724 
Lines owned by Native States and | 
worked by State railway agency | im | = | 22} 146} 
Lines owned and worked by Native | 
Foreign lines = | 58% 
| 10,8753 | 7,712 2673 | 18,855} 
Total length open at end 3 
| 10,596} | 7,6363 267 18,500 


In addition to the above, there were 912 miles of steam tram- 
ways, working outside municipal limits. 

Including unfinished lines, the total capital expenditure on all 
railways up to the 31st December 1894 amounted to Rs, 246-88 
crores, thus :— 


| 


Standard = =Metre Special Unclassified | Total 
Gauge. Gauge. | Gauges. Expenditure. 
| Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. | Rs. 
Crores 


- 185°22 | 59°96 0°88 0°82 | 246°88 


In addition to this, Rs. 0°78 crores were expended on collieries 
and on surveys, completed and in progress, making up the total 
expenditure of railways under all heads to Rs. '247°66 crores. 
Of this, the capital outlay on open lines, including steamboat 
service and suspense accounts, amounted to :— 


| 
Standard Metre Special 


Gauge. | Gauge. Gauges. Total. 
| Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 


Crores - i80°53 | 56°38 | 0°88 {| 237°79 


The average cost per mile of railway open was as follows :— 


| 


Standard Gauge. Metre Gauge. Special Gauges. 


1,60,020 


70,72 82,253 


| 
Rs. | Rs. Rs. 
| 
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The cost per mile of single track, including sidings, was— 


Standard Gauge. Metre Gauge. | Special Gauges. 
Rs. | Rs. | Rs. 
1,23,619 62,699 | 30,616 


The gross earnings during the calendar year were 
Rs. 25,50,88,564, against Rs. 24,08,75,468, during 1893, as 
follows -— 


Standard Special 
— Gauge. Metre Gauge. Gauges. | Total. 
| Rs. | R. | Rs. Rs. 
1893 | :17,82,77,908 6,13,12,800 12,84,760 | 24,08,75,468 
- - | 18,89,05,257 6,48,74,147 13,09,160 | 25,50,88,564 
Increase . | 1,06,27,349 —-35,61,847 | 24,400 | 1,42,13,096 


Of the total gross earnings during 1894, 74°77 per cent. were 
earned by the standard gauge lines, 25°06 per cent. by the metre 
gauge, and the balance, 0°17 per cent., by the special gauge lines. 

The number of passengers carried, 1s compared with the 
previous year, was as follows :— 


Special | 


Standard | 
a | Gauge. | Metre Gauge. | Gauges. Total. 
No. | No. No. | No. 
1893 - 88,454,834 46,245,635 819,978 | 135,520,447 
1894 - | 94,128,215 | 50,698,172 900,710 | 145,727,097 
Increase - ‘5,673,381 | 4,452,537 80,732 10,206,650 


The total working expenses amounted in 1894 to 
Rs. 11,98,39,200, against Rs. 11,385,48,059 in the previous year, 
as follows :— 


Standard 


| 
| Sveci 
Gu Metre Gauge. Total. 
| | 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
1893 o - 8,14,78,987 3,13,57,326 | 7,11,746 11,35,48,059 
1894 - 8,74,16,899 3,16,27,581 7,94,720 11,98,39,200 
Increase -  59,%7,912 2,70,255 
| | 


£2,794 | 62,91,141 
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The net earnings realised were Rs. 13,52,49,364, against 
Rs. 12,73,27,409 in 1893, as under :— 


| Standard | 


| Special | 
cian Gauge. | Metre Gauge. | Gauges. | Total. 
Rs. | Rs. Rs. | Rs. 
1893 -  9,67,98,921 2,99,55,474 5,73,014 | 12,73,27,409 
1894 - -  10,14,88,358 | 3,32,46,566 5,14,440 13,52,49,364 
| { 


Difference - -  +46,89,437 | +32,91,092 — 58,574  +79,21,955 


The statistical return on the capital expenditure on open lines, 
including steamboat service and suspense accounts, compares as 
follows :— 


| Standard | Metre Special | Average of 
Gauge. Gauge. Gauges. | all Lines. 


1893 - - 
1894 - - 


5°46 
5°69 


oro 
to @ 
RR 


10. Board of Trade. Strikes and Lock-outs (Labour Depart- 
ment). Report by the Chief Labour Correspondent on the Strikes 
and Lock-outs of 1894, (C.—7901). Price 2s. 9d. 


In presenting this, the seventh annual report, by Mr. Burnett, 
the Chief Labour Correspondent of the Department, Mr. Llewellyn 
Smith, the Commissioner for Labour, remarks that while the 
general arrangement of the volume does not greatly differ from 
that of last year, certain alterations and re-arrangements have 
been made (the nature of which is explained in the report), with 
a view to make the tables more generally useful. 

The Commissioner for Labour desires to call attention to the 
evidence supplied by the report of the greatly diminished 
intensity of labour disputes in 1894 as compared with the two 
previous years. Although, doubtless partly owing to the 
improved machinery of the Department, a larger number of 
actual outbreaks was recorded, the aggregate number of working 
days lost through disputes (which is the best test of their import- 
ance) was less than one-third of the corresponding number for 1893, 
and not much more than half of that for 1892, and also to 
point out the fact that far the greater part of the lost time is due 
to a very small number of disputes. Three-quarters of the time 
lost in all the 1,061 disputes of the year was accounted for by 
16 disputes, no less than 60 per cent. being due to a single 
strike. 

With Mr. Burnett's report is incorporated a special section 
prepared in the Department, dealing in greater detail than in 

revious years with the settlement of disputes and other questions 
y arbitration and conciliation, 
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1]. Report on Formosa, by Mr. N. Perkins, Assistant in Her 
Majesty's Consular Service. (Commercial No. 1, 1896.) (C.-~ 
7922.) Price 24d, 

The present report, which is dated Peking, June 25, 1895, is 
stated to be in continuation of Commercial No. 11 (1893), C.— 
7104. It deals with the position and natural divisions of the 
island of Formosa, its population, means of communication, ports, 
and harbours, lights and beacons, administration, missions, 
products and exports, imports thereto, and other general inform- 
ation with regard to the position of the country. An appendix 
is attached containing a statement by Mr. A. Henry, F.L.S., on 
the flora and botany of Formosa, 


12. Banking and Railway Statistics, Ireland, December, 1895, 
(C.—7958). Price 2d. 

This is a half-yearly return prepared under the direction of 
the Registrar-General for Ireland. It gives the statistics of 
deposits and cash balances in Joint Stock Banks; deposits in 
Post Office Savings Banks and Trustee Savings Banks; amount 
of the Government Funds, India Stocks, and Guaranteed Land 
Stock; and Bank Note circulation in Ireland, December, 1895 ; 
also weekly traffic receipts of Irish railways for the years 1894—95 ; 
and railway traffic statistics for each of the ten years, 1885-94. 

The present return shows that the deposits and cash balances 
in the Joint Stock Banks, in December 1895, stood at 
39,008,000/. (exclusive of 1,383,000/. Government and other 
public balances in the Bank of Ireland), as compared with 
37,607,000/. at the corresponding period in the year 1894, being 
an increase of 1,401,000/, or 3:7 per cent., following an increase 
of 1,755,000/. or 49 per cent., at the close of 1894, as compared 
with the amount for December, 1893, and showing an advance of 
9,237,0001., or 31°0 per cent., on the amount for December 1887, 
since which period, comparing December with December, there 
has been a continuous annual increase. 

On the 3lst December 1895 the estimated balances in the 
Post Office Savings Banks in Ireland amounted to 5,603,0002.,, as 
compared with 4,977,000/. for the corresponding date in 1894, 
being an increase of 626,000/., which, although slightly under the 
large increase (634,000/.) in 1894, is more than double the highest 
increase in any previous year since the establishment of these banks. 

The amount of deposits at the end of each year in Trustee 
Savings Banks reached, in December 1894, 1,982,000/, and in 
1895 2,075,000/., being an increase of 93,00U/ following an 
increase of 106,000/. in 1894, and a decrease of 91,0007. in 1893, 
and being the highest amount for December in any year since 
1884, when the balance was 2,097,000/. 

It will be seen that, as stated in the report, there has been a very 
large increase in savings during the year, the total amount in the 
savings banks in Ireland being 7,678,000/. in December 1895, as 
compared with 6,959,000/. for the corresponding period of the 
year 1894, being an increase of 719,000/. for the year, following 
the large increase of 740,000/ in the year 1894. 
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XIX.—QUARANTINE NOTICES. 


DenMArkK.—The Government of the Danish Antilles has 
substituted a sanitary inspection for the quarantine imposed on 
vessels arriving from ports of Brazil. 


Portucat.— Arrivals from Volhynia and Podolia are free 
from cholera since 10th January. 

Macao is suspected of bubonic plague. Peruvian ports are 
reported free from yellow fever from the 15th February last. 

Ceuta and ports of Morocco are reported free from cholera 
since February 14. Pernambuco is declared infected with yellow 
fever, and all the other ports of the Province suspected of the same 
disease. 


Sparn.—Arrivals from Casa Blanca are admitted to free pratique 
if they have a clean bill of health signed by the Spanish Consul, 
or, in default, by the Consul of some other nationality, the 
general health on board being satisfactory, and no suspicious case 
having occurred, provided they do not otherwise’ come under 
existing quarantine regulations. 

Similarly, vessels from ports declared compromised by the 
Royal Order of January 7, shall be admitted to free pratijue if 
the general state of heaith on board is satisfactory. 

Likewise merchandise specified in the Royal Order of October 
29, 1886, which left Casa Blanca since January 24, and arrives 
at Spanish ports after March 4, shal! be admitted without 
disinfection. 

The provisions of the Royal Order of July 28, 1893, issued 
exclusively for the port of Vigo, has been extended to the ports 
of Corunna and Santander. : 


TuRKEy.—48 hours’ observation on arrivals at Constantinople 
from Alexandria. 


GRrEECE.—The following alterations have been made in the 
quarantine regulations at Athens, viz. :—- 

1. The sanitary examination of all steam and sailing vessels 
arriving from any European port is suppressed, 

2, In future only the steam and sailing vessels from Turkish 
ports shall he subjected to a severe sanitary examination. 

3. The quarantine of five days’ observation against Egyptian 
ports, as well as the ten days’ against Damietta, are maintained. 
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XX.—POST OFFICE NOTICES. 


Marts ror West Soutu-West Coasts 
oF AFRICA. 


The following table shows the places for which Mails will be 
despatched by the Mail Packets leaving Liverpool for the West 
and South-West Coasts of Africa during the latter part of the 
month of March 1896 :— 

Wednesday, 18th March.— Sierra Leone, Sherbro, Accra, 
Lagos, Fernando Po, Rio del Rey, Cameroons, Batanga, Eloby, 
Gaboon, Mayumba, Loango, Landana, N’Gove, Nyanga, Cape 
Lopez, Fernan Vaz, Sette Cama, Black Point, Cabenda, Banana, 
Boma (Congo), Muculla, Ambrizette, Mussera, Kinsembo, Ambriz, 
Loanda, Victoria, and Bibundi. 

Saturday, 21st March.—Grand Canary, Sierra Leone, Sherbro, ~ 
Cape Coast Castle, Accra, Lagos, Forcados, Benin, Sapelli, Warree, 
Brass, and Akassa. 

Wednesday, 25th March.—Madeira, Teneriffe, Goree, Dakar, 
Rufisque, Bathurst, Isles do Los, Conakry, *Sierra Leone, 
*Sherbro, Monrovia, Sinoe, Grand Bassa, Kroo Coast, Half Jack, 
Lahou, Cape Lahou, Grand Lahou, Drewin, Grand Bassam, 
Assinie, Axim, *Cape Cvast Castle, Elmina, Salt Pond, *Accra, 
Pram Pram, Addah, Quitta, Jellah Coffee, Lome, Little Popo, 
Grand Popo, New Calabar, Abonema, Bakana, and Degama. 

Saturday, 28th March.—Grand Canary, Sierra Leone, Sherbro, 
Cape Coaat Castle, Accra, Lagos, Forcados, Bonny, Old Calabar, 
Opobo, Benin, Warree, New Calabar, Bakana, and Brass. 

In London the correspondence should be posted on the previous 
day in each case. 

Correspondence for Senegal (Goree, Dakar, Rufisque), the 
Congo (Banana, Boma), and Portuguese possessions on the West 
and South-West Coasts of Africa is not sent via Liverpool unless 
specially so superscribed. 

These vessels carry Parcel Mails for Bathurst, Sierra Leone, 
Monrovia, Axim, Cape Coast Castle, Salt Pond, Winnebah, Accra, 
Addah, Quitta, Lagos, Benin, Bonny, Brass, New Calabar, Old 
Calabar, Opobo, and Warree. 

The Parcel Mails are made up at Liverpool on the afternoon of 
the day before the departure of each vessel. 


* Correspondence for Sierra Leone, Sherbro, Cape Coast Castle, and Accra will 
not be sent by the steamer of the 25th of March, unless specially so superscribed 
as the direct packet leaving on the following Saturday is due at those ports some 
days earlier, 


91140, H 


369 


370 STATISTICAL TABLES. [Mar. 1896. 


XXL—STATISTICAL TABLES. 


I.—Forer1gn TRADE OF THE UNITED KINapom. 
StaTemMent of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
Unrrep Kinapom during the Month and Two Months ended 
29th February 1896, compared with the corresponding periods of 
the year 1895. 
ENDED 29TH FEBRUARY. 
I. Imports FROM ForEIGN AND British PossEsstons, 


| Month ended 
| 29th February 
-_ Increase. | Decrease 


£ 
I, Animals, living (for food) . =) 846,517 | 492,806 | 353,711 
II, (A.) Articles of food and drink, duty | 


| 
(B.) Articlesof food and drink, duti- | | es 


Tobacco, dutiable - 800,212) 183,663; 116,549 

IV. Chemicals, dyestuffs, and tanning | 

substances | 917,247 | 26,393 | 296,854 | 

V. Oils - - - - - 777,085 404,087 | 372,998 | — 

VI. Raw materials for textile manufactures 7,317,791 6,751,169 | 566,622 | — 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries | 

and manufactures - | 2,746,428 | 7,875,078 | 871,410 | — 

VIII. Manufactured articles | 6,532,296 | 5,376,394 | 1,155,902 | 

IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - 1,125,915 769,201 | 356,714 


(B.) Parcel post . - - | 93,433 | 65,279 | 28,154 | _ 


Total Value 85,476,736 28,785,489 | 7,949,047 | 


| | | 


Il. Exrorts or BritisH Irish Propuce AND MANUFACTURE. 


I. Animals, living - - - - 50,793 86,423 14,370 _ 
IL. Articles of food and drink - - "730,222 598,412 131,810 _ 
III. Raw materials - - - 1,229,075 | 1,090,528 138,547 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly manu- 
factured, viz.:— | 
(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics - 9,461,438 | 8,060,89,| 1,401,114 


(B.) Metals and articles manufactured 


therefrom (except machinery) - ~- | 1,814,973 777,999 
(C.) Machinery and millwork - - 1,212,024 | 960,965 251,059 ~ 


(D.) Apparel and articles of personal use 918,987 709,855 209,132 ~ 
(E.) Chemicals,and chemical and medi- 
cinal preparations 717,387 613,476 103,911 = 
(F.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured ° 2,660,224 2,005,897 654,327 = 
(G.) Parcel post - - 113,334 85,242 28,092 


Total Value - . 


19,683,456 | 15,973,095 | 3,710,361 - 
| | 


III. Exports or Foreign anp Propvce. 


| 
£ | 
1,230,408 


Total Value - . =| 5,638,282 | 4,407,824 


| 2 
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I.—Foreiagn TRADE OF THE UNITED Kinapom—cont. 


Two MonTHs ENDED 29TH FeBRUARY. 


I, Imports rrom CountRrigs- AND BritisH Possessions. 


Two Monthsended 
29th February 
| Increase, | Decrease, 
1896, | gags, | 
I. Animals, living (for food) - 1,617,854 67533 649,821 
II. (A.) Articles of food and drink, duty 
free - - - - 23,918,731 | | 90,587,510 3,376,221 _ 
(B.) Articles of food and drink, duti- | | 
able - - - 3,641,932 8,579,059 62,873 
Tobacco, dutiable . 617,074 | 411,187 205,887 
ITT, Metals - 3,351,300 | 2,908,475 447,885 
IV, Chemicals, dyestufts, and _ tanning 
substances 1,733,719 | 7,920,976 512,743 
V. Oils 1,600,248 | 7,080,963 | 519,285 
VI. Raw inaterials for textile manufactures | 16,318,077 16,876,408 - 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures - - 5,936,140 4,508,525 1,367,615 
VIII. Manufactured articles - + 12,619,988 77,060,309 1,559,679 
1X. (A.) Miscellaneous articles | 2,884,080 7,978,048 405,982 ~ 
(B.) Parcel post - 216,099 194,043 22,056 
| 
Total Value 73,950,592 | 64,877,970 9,072,622 | 
i 


Il. Exrorts or Britisu AND Irish Propuck AND MANUFACTURES. 


| | 


| £ £ 
I, Animals, living - 105,478 75,587 29,941 
II. Articles of food and drink 1,607,027 4,329,808 | 277,219 
IIL. Raw materials - += = 2,760,777| 2899031 361,746 
IV. ag manufactured and partly manu- | 
actured, viz. :— | | 
) Yarns and textile fabrics - | 19,547,381 17 300,529 2,246,852 


therefrom (except machine: | 8,845,577 1,303,235 - 
(C.) Machinery and millwork - 9,548,439 | 2,082,882 466,057 
(D.) Apparel and articles of personal use | 1,009,826 1,492,087 | 417,189 
(E.) Chemicals, and chemical and medi- | 
cinal preparations - 1,479,246 1,276,048 208,108 
All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured {5,473,309 | 4,226,518 | 1,246,791 


(B.) Metals and articles ee | 
} 


(G.) Parcel post 280,885 | 61,210 
Total Value 40,810,024 | 34,197,381 | 6,613,293 


II]. Exports or Forricn anp CoLoniaL Provuce. 


rir 


£ | 
Total Value | 10,468,930 | 2,168,857 


n.2 


{ 
— 
‘ 
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II.—Corn Prices. 


Return of the Quantities soLp and Averace Prices of Bririsu 
Corn, ImperiaL Measure, as received from the Inspectors and 
Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods. 


Oats. 


Periods. | Wheat. | Barley. 


Quantities sold. 


Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. 


Week ended ist February 1896 - 16,576 3 106,076 0 | 25,601 1 
8th 5 -| 44,954 2 81,884 2 | 24,915 7 
15th . -| 45,100 7 76,396 2 23,063 7 
Gir a -| 41,204 7 67,018 1 21,578 5 
s 29th me -| 36,300 5 64,729 5 | 21,315 5 
February 1896 - - | 214,137 0 | 396,104 2 116,475 1 
Corresponding month in 1895 - | 207,709 1 366,502 3 | 77,209 4 
4 1894 | 205,683 232,614 1 67,213 3 
Average Prices. 
| | 
_ s. d 
Week ended ist February 1896 - | 26 3 23 1 14.1 
8th -| 26 4 22 5 14 0 
is 15th 14 0 
22nd, -} 26 8 2110 13 9 
29th 25 6 21 10 13 10 
February 1896 -| | 13 11 
January 1896 - -| 23 10 13 10 
December 1895 - - - | 24 14 23 11 13 14 
November ,, - - - 25 9 25 7 14,2 
October ae - - - | 24 6 25 5 13. 5 
September ,, 22 10 24 0 137 
August a - - - 24 2 20 3 15 7 
June ss - - -| 2 9 19 7 16 0 
May - -! 928 20 5 15 
April » -| 5 21 0 142 
March ” : - - | 19 11 21 3 13 10 
February 1895 20 0 21 9 13° 8 
1894 25 28 5 18 9 
1893 25 9 25 4 17 9 
» 1892 « ° . 32 6 28 2 19 11 
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1895, 


Return of the Numpers, Nationarities, and Destinations of the 
PassenGceERS that left the Unirep Kinepom for Piaces out on 
Evrorx during the Month ended 29th February 1896, and the 
Two Months ended 29th February 1896, compared with th3 
corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


Total 
: Cape for 
British All 
Nationalities, | United | North | Austral- | of Good | other | Total, | corre 
States, America.| 5! Hopeand Places, sponding 
atal, ‘onth, 
1895. 
Month ended 29th February. 
English - - 2,741 487 veal 1,612 781 6,362 5,143 
Scotch - 487 82 55 128 796 635 
Trish - - 920 33 38 26 | 36 1,053 1,034 
Total of | 884 | 1766 | | | 
origin 
Foreigners 28738 | * 202 9 629 99 8,812 2,782 
net} | 2 263 203 180 
| 
Total - 7,023 759 843, 2,395 1,273 12,293 9,074 
Total for corre- 
sponding } 6,396 496 625 1,296 S61 9,674 _— 
Month, 1895 - | 


English + + = 4,830 800 1,242 3,048 2,009 11,919 10,818 


Scotch - . - 868 | 63 85 253 208 1,477 4017 


| 
Irish 1,557 69 56 42 64 1,788 1,876 
Total of British 
origin - 7,255 932 1,873 3,343 2,281 15,184 13,711 
Foreigners * . 4,956 416 10 1,157 233 6,772 5,485 
Nationalities not } 
distinguished 8 524 527 426 
Total ° ° 12,214 4 1,348 1,383 4,500 8,088 22,483 19,622 
| | 
spond: 12,445 1,038 1,478 2,490 2,170 19,622 - 
onths. -J 


Norr.—The above figures, being made up at the earliest possible date after the close of each 
nonth, are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, 
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Two Months ended 29th February, 
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IV.—ALIEN IMMIGRATION.—FEBRUARY 1896. 


Return of the Numper of Atrens that arrived from the Continent at Portst in the 
Unitep Kinepom during the Month and Two Months ended 29th February 1896, 
compared with the corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


(Compiled from the Atren Lists received by the Customs under Act 6 Will. 4. c. MM. 


sect. 2.) 
Hamburg, | Rotterdam, | Other 
Bremen, and Amsterdam, | Arendal, and Dieppe. Continental Total, 
— Bremerhaven. | and AntwerP. | @hristiansand. Ports. 
pry) 
1896. | 1895. | 1896. 1895. | 1806 | 1895. | 1896. | 1895. | 1896, | 1895. | 1856, tip, 
Month ended 29th February. 
Aliens not stated to be en | | | | 
route to America :* | | 
Arrived at London - 720| 175 8 | OL — — | 62/ 60) 1,048) 
» Grimsby -| 75) 9 | —| —| 93! 150| 
» Hull - 15) 70) #8) 89) #8) — | — | 101; 49) 325! 423 
Tyne Ports - 8 14 74) — 93 | 93 | 303 | 967 
Newhaven - 372 | 238 1 — | 373 | 238 
Other ports - 95 |; Sl 41 | 35 32 184 114, 365 | 240 
| 238 | 495 | 334 | $2,671 | ty,j90 


Total 514, | 385 193 378 211 372 


Arrived at Grimsby - 12 17 


| | 
Aliens en route to America: ; | | 

| 


Hull - - 134 3 8 18 412 _ 474 yy 10 | 
a Other ports - 1 2) 2 4 3 6 290 fF 257 296 | 263 


Total - -| 445! 741| — 


— |} 843! 677! 1,925 | 4607 


Total of aliens en route and 
of aliens not stated tobe¢| 1,330) 672) 437) 338) 1,119 | 844) 372) 938 1,338 | 7,005 4,596 | 3,097 


Two Months ended 29th February. 


Aliens not stated to be en | | | 
route to America :* | 
No. - | 1,952 4,716 | 705 572, 671 | 634 784 644 | 1,053 688 | $5,165. $3,594 


| 
Aliens en route to America 
Total 91 7 | 1,068 — | — | 1,390 | 7,366 | 3,156 2,948 


i 


| 
No. - 612 | 409 | 
Total of aliens en route and | | | —— 
of aliens not stated to be 2,564 | 7,595 | 796 | 779 1,734 | 4,545 | 784 | 644 | 2,443) 2,044 | $8,321 | $6,587 


en route to America* - 


* The distinction made in this Return between“ Aliens not stated to be en route to America,” and “ Aliens en 
route to America,” is due to the fact that a large number of Aliens who arrive from Continental ports are reported 
to be on the way to America, and it is considered desirable to record this fact. But it is not thereby implied that 
the “ Aliens not stated to be en route to America” come to this country for settlement, there being in fact a large 
emigration of foreigners from this country, while many of the Aliens arriving from Continental ports return to 
the Continent. (See Annual Report on Emigration and Immigration, No, 213, Sess. 1895, and Monthly Emigration 


rns. 
+ The ports from which Alien Lists are received are Aberdeen, Belfast, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, Gl A 
Goole, Grangemouth, Granton, Greenock, Grimsby, Harwich, Hull, Kirkcaldy, Leith, Liverpool, London, Middles- 
brough, Newcastle, Newhaven, North Shields, South Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, and West Hartlepool. Tho 
lists received from Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck passengers and. persons 
who, after landing, proceed by train as third-class passengers. _ 
t The number of sailors included with the aliens who arrived at ports in the United Kingdom not en route to 
America in the month of February 1896 was 688, and 520 in the same month of 1895; in the two months ended 
February 1896 the number was 1,233, and in the same months of 1895 the number was 1,150. 


i] 
| 
i 
| 
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AND WALES. 
Numper of Receiving Orpers GAZETTED in the under-mwentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupations. 
the 
96, 
Two Months 
ended February 
: 1896. | 1895. | 1896. | 1895. 
No. No. No. No. 
Total gazetted 337 340 721 723 
He Number gazetted in principal trades and | 
895. occupations :— 
— Grocers, &c. - 24 19 61 
Publicans and hotel keepers, &e. - 19 35 52 66 
Sey Builders - - - 24 20 48 46 
Farmers - - - 21 30 44 53 
Butchers - 7 13 11 23 18 
497 Greengrocers, fruiterers, hee. - 4 10 17 17 
60 Decorators, painters, plumbers, &c. - 5 5 14 14 
pd Boot and shoe manufacturers and actions 7 10 13 17 
5 Tailors, &e. - - 7 13 5 
238 Confectioners = - - - 5 1 13 3 
basal Drapers, haberdashers, &c. - 8 10 12 4 
1,490 Auctioneers 7 3 12 
— Solicitors - - - 5 2 12 
Bakers - 3 1l 21 
398 Clerks, commercial and ened - 4 4 10 9 
69 Agents, commission and general - 5 6 9 13 
70 Jewellers, watchmakers, 
silversmiths, &e. - 7 q 9 4 
263 Traveliers, commercial, &c. —- 3 | 8 7 
1 bor Coal and coke merchants and deckers » - 5 4 7 11 
Schoo] masters und schoolmistresses 3 3 7 4 
Clothiers, outfitters, &c. - - 1 4 | 6 4 
5097 Carpenters and joiners - 5 6 
Merchants - | 2 3 6 4 
Saddlers and harness makers - 4 5 6 9 
a Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw mer- 
chants and dealers - - 5 7 6 9 
Restaurant, cotton, and eating house 
554 keepers 2 2 6 8 
2,958 Fishmongers, &e. - 2 3 5 9 
— Provision merchants, &e. - | 2 2 6 
6,587 Carriers, carmen, and 
_ Cabinet-makers and upholsterers - 4 — | 5 2 
ns ell Printers and - 1 | 5 
sorted Millers - - - - 1 4 | 5 5 
Lodging-house keepers - 2 | 5 6 
Gardeners, florists, &c. - - | 2 2 | 5 5 
ation Ironmongers - -| 1 4 5 
Wine and spirit merchants, &c. - 1 a 4 6 
Furniture dealers and makers 2 4 8 
The Milliners, dressmakers, &c. - 2 q | 4 2 
ersons China, giass, and &e. | 
ute to dealers - 3 5 
ended Engineers and founders, &e. - - 3 6 
Stationers - 3 3 4 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &e. - 1 2 3 2 
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| 
4 Two Months 
ended 
| 1896. | 4895. | 1896. | 1895. 
| 
Number gazetted in principal trades and No. | No. No. No. 
occupations—cont. | 
Clerks in holy orders - - | 2 3 | 6 
‘ Contractors - - Ze 8 | 2 
Carriage, &c. builders - 1 3 3 
Officers in Army =| 3 1 
Timber merchants and wood dealers -— 2 2 3 | 2 
Biacksmiths, farriers, &c. - - | 2 4 a | 2 
Architects and surveyors 4 3 | 2 
Brokers, stock and share ~ - 2 — 3 2 
’ Cattle and pig dealers - - - 1 — 3 | 3 
Tobacconists, &c. 3 2 | 5 
: manufacturers - - - | 1 4 2 2 
Wheelwrights - - 1 2 | 4 
Hosiers, glovers, &c. - 2 2 
i Hair-dressers - 7 2- | 3 
Curriers, tanners, and ether 2 2 1 
Cab, coach, and omnibus 1 1 2 7 
General dealers - 1 5 1 7 
Fishing net, smack owners, and masters — 7 i | 4 
Directors and promoters of ee 
companies - 1 2 5 
Stone, marble, and monument masons - | 1 _ 1 3 


VI.—Export or Live ANIMALS FROM [IRELAND TO GREAT 
BRITAIN. 


Return of the Number of ANIMALS exported from IRELAND to GREAT 
Britain during the Month ended 29th February 1896, and during 
the first Two Months of the Year 1896, compared with the 
corresponding Periods of the Year 1895. 


| 

b Two Months 
ended February 


Animals, 


| 1896. | 1895. | 1896. | 18935. 


No. No. No. No. 


Cattle - 44,362 | 37,794 | 83,463 | 77,024 


Sheep - - - - - | 10,313 6,464 | 21,329 22,564 
Swine - - : - - | 76,124 | 67,464 | 144,416 | 743,393 
Goats - - - - | 6 19 15 22 
Horses - 3,149 925 4,807 1,870 
Mules or Jennets - - | 1 4 
Asses - - - - | 19 1 23 4 


Total - | 133,974 | 106,667 | 254,057 | 238,877 


: 
| - — 
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VIL.—Fisuery STATISTIOS.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 
Statement of the Torat Quantity and Vatvue of the returned 
as landed on the EnGiisH and Wetsu Coasts from the fishing 
grounds during the Month and ‘Two Months ended 29th February 
1896, compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1895. 

Two Months ended 
February 
1896, 1895. , 1896. 1895. 
QuanTiry. 

Cwts. Cwts. | | Cwts. Owts. 
Brill ° 1,729 1,449 3,458 8,109 
Solos 7,845 8,905 15,952 14,654 
Turbot 5,966 5,810 12,602 11,164 
Prime fish not separately distinguished - 1,979 1,848 4,300 3,614 

Total prime fish 17,519 18,012 36,312 32,541 
: 58,748 49,078 98,481 85,946 
Hake ° | 1,417 2,186 3,154 4,359 
Halibut 3,947 3,072 | 5,545 4,808 
Herrings - 493 || ,006 5,398 
Ling 10,890 11,084 || 19,225 18,304 
Mackerel 432 55 || 1,495 292 
Pilchards’ - 1,324 } 5,619 279 
Fish not peparately distinguished, except}! | || 185,910 | 167,068 
Total - 460,438 | 498,706 || 967,281 | 816,216 

Shell fish No || No No. 

Crabs 392,314 44,056 | 421,067 45,497 

Lobsters + =| 8,004 || 35,170 18,364 

wits. Wits. Ss. 

Other shell fish . . . . 42,729 81,197 | 93,086 60,683 

VALUE. 
£ £ 

Brill 4,505 3,923 9,818 9,223 
Soles 46,718 50,444 97,422 97,320 
Prime fish not separately distinguished . 6,67! 5,683 14,505 12,290 
Total prime fish 81,129 83,475 173,572 167,905 

Haddock 124,187 111,897 251,187 214,023 

ke 1,640 2,172 3,509 4,653 
Herrings « 372 121 4,360 1,830 
ling - 7,488 6,874 13,818 12,488 
Mackerel 957 129 2,102 494 

Ish not separa’ nguls » , ~ 
Shell fish, pt} 60,962 49,824 123,185 106,508 
Total 385,383 854,709 796,817 | 7o7,107 

Shell fish :— | 

Crabs 2,825 246 3,714 688 
Lobsters . . 971 453 1,510 950 
Oysters 7,894 1,719 | 18,921 | 5,188 
Other shell fish . . 6765 || 22877 | 43,078 
Total - 22,800 || 42,022 | 40,907 
Total value of fish landed -| 407,688 963,891 || 838,839 | 727,002 


_NorEr—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, The values 
given are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place, 
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VIIL—FisHery 
Sratement of the Torat Quantity and of the returned 
as landed on the Scotcn Coasts during the Month and Two 
Months ended 29th’ February 1896, compared with the correspond- 
{ ing Periods of the Year 1895. 
Two Months ended 
February February 
1896, 1895. 1896. 1895. 
Quantiry. 
Cwts. Cuts. Cwts. Cwts. 
q Soles (Lemon Soles) - - ile 828 748 1,917 1,708 
Turbot - 264 199 498 364 
Cod . 61,864 48,180 106,257 87,344 
Eel - 480 2,957 3, 4,533 
i Flounder Plaice, Brill 18,618 6,191 12,059 
Haddock - 127,115 120,175 261,914 212,365 
Halibut : 1,052 996 1, 1,401 
Herrings - 57,731 45,427 89,554 84,875 
i Ting 5 21,943 12,344 26,779 
Mackerel - 59 55 4 
Saith (Coal Fish) 5,253 9,222 9,708 
Skate - 6,892 10,136 11,098 12,591 
| Sparling - ° 32 10 72 12 
yhiting 2,755 8,873 4,940 
Total 294,686 283,524 571,285 478,70 
Shell Fish :— No. | No. || No. No. 
Crabs 178,008 12,685 | 375,958 96,998 
Lobsters - ‘ 35,773 | 99,988 88,325 54,507 
Oysters 32,068 | 62,600 || —_71,168 ae 
Cwts. Cuwts. Cwts. 
bd 21,828 59,074 45,179 
Other shell fish 6,060 | 419465 | 11,082 7,902 
VALUE. 
Soles 1,668 4, 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill 12,905 5,643 25,971 13,258 
rrings - - 10, 27,922 
Coal Fish 1,063 9372 1,919 
Torsk (Tusk) 29 43 46 
iting - 1,666 1,257 3,445 2,490 
distinguished, 921 1,045 2,059 2,014 
Total 97,611 95529 || 198,637 187,571 
Fish :— : 
: - 715 1,411 406 
Lobsters - 4 1,570 1,385 3,829 2,507 
Oysters . - . . - 135 815 293 444 
Clams - 396 344 779 698 
Mussels 2,076 1,372 4,302 2,624 
Other shell fish ° 1,370 1,040 2,410 1,647 
Total - - - - 6,262 4,518 13,024 8,383 
Total value of fish landed - 103,873 100,047 211,661 195,954 


Norr.—The ahove figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, 


4 
. 
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IX.—FisHery 

SratemeEnt of the Toran Quantity and of the Fisu_ returned 
as landed on the Irish Coasts during the Month and Two 
Months ended 29th February 1896, compared with the correspond- 
ing Periods of the Year 1895. 

Two Months ended 
February February 4 
1896. 1895, 1896. 1895. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cuts. Cwts. Cuts. 

Soles . 95 102 1 214 

Turbot - 60 | 125 124 

Total prime fish - - 155 459 |) 288 338 

Cod 7,511 7,307 |) 1 11,416 

Haddock - 2,861 3,595 || 7,575 6,102 

Hake = - 164 309 | 327 695 

Mackerel - 45 768 || 375 8,484 

ish not separately distinguished, excep 
Total 19,047 21,905 |, 36,829 43,574 
Shell Fish :— No. No. || No. 
Crabs e 657 1,542 |\- 2,914 8,642 
sters - 12,8 | 
Cwts. Owis. || ‘Cwts. | Cte 
Other shell fish 3,250 9,500 || 4,832 2,487 
VALUE. 
£ 
Soles - 455 406 742 
Turbot - 237 215 510 
Total prime fish . . 692 62 1,252 1,851 
° - 3,132 2,915 5,476 4:919 

Haddock - - - - - 1,887 2,34 4, 

Hake - 2, 4 188 5,958 

Thiting - 734 644 1,509 4,142 

9,335 9,860 18,082 20,088 

Oysters - - 188 88 272 124 
Other shel) fish 489 216 772 895 
Total 818 353 1,365 686 
Total value of fishianded - 10,153 10,213 19,447 20,774 


Nots.—The above figures are subject to correction in the A urns, r i 
are the actual values returned by local officers at each 
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X.—Corron Returns.—FEBrvuARY 1896. 


Return of the Numser of Bates of Corron Importrp and Exportep, 
Forwarprep from Ports to InraAnp Towns, and ReturNED to 
Ports during the Month and Two Months ended 29th February 
1896, compared with the corresponding Months of the Year 1895. 


Months ended 


| 
Month of 
February | February 
— 
1896. 1895. 1896. | 1895. 
Imports. 
\| 
No. | No. | No. | No. 
American 302,943 503,245 | 596,744 1,978,818 
Brazilian - 1484 | 162 || 11,866 | 162 
Eest Indian - 15,226 | 703 | 24,486 2,005 
igyptian =~ 40,227 | 45,079 | 106,910 | 97,655 
Miscellaneous - © 5,757 4,768 | 7,271 | 11,021 
Total 365,687 | 353,957 747,277 | 1,289,661 
Exports. 
American - - 10,218 13,726 27,601 40,681 
Brazilian 786 | 751 1,550 1,004 
East Indian - 5,557 | 1,751 9,508 4,076 
Egyptian - - 10,834 7,350 28,150 20,462 
Miscellaneous - - 2,228 | 2,336 5,892 4,922 
Total - 29,623 25,914 72,201 71,145 
ForwarbeEp from Ports to INLAND Towns. 
American . - 212,849 211,692 | *458,413 473,748 
Brazilian 5,870 716 || 1,888 
East Indian < 3,371 1,109 | 6,142 3,560 
i ° 31,598 24,982 || *71,182 58,286 
Miscellaneous 10,028 12,856 | 20,522 25,576 
Total - 263,711 251 355 569,135 563,058 
Forwarpep from IntaAnp Towns to Ports. 
American . 334 270 | 433 270 
Brazilian - - 7 
tian 49 10 49 10 
Miscellaneous - | 46 117 | 140 128 
Total - - | 430 397 || 633 408 


* Corrected figures, 
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XLL—Periopican Rerurns or Imports AND Exports. 


Statement of the Imports and Exports into and from the 
under-mentioned CountTRIEs in the latest Month for which Returns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 


Note.—Rouble = 2s. ; Franc = 9,5,d. ; Milreis = 4s. 6d.; Lira = 9,5,d. ; 


Gulden =1s. 8d.; Drachma = 9,$,d.; Lew = 9,5,d.; L. Egyptian 
= Os. 64d.; Dollar = 4s, 


I.—Imports. 
| Aggregate for Period of the 
iin Latest Value for the Month, Year, including latestMonth. 
Name of Country. | 
| 1895, | 1894s 1895. | 1894. 
| 
Russia in Europe Nov. - | Roubles 39,498,000 47,464,000 | 453,536,000 472,549,000 
| (1896) (7895) | (1896) (7895) 
France -|Jan. Frs. 325,836,000 266,689,000 
(1895) (7894) (1895) (1894) 
Portugal - July Milreis- 3,648,000 2,909,000 | 23,298,000 22,480,000 
Italyt - «| Dec. Lire 111,647,000 727,877,000 —_1,187,258,000 | 7,004,600,000 
| (1896) (7895) (1896) (1895) 
Austria-Hungary Jan. - | Gulden 56,744,000 467,277,000 
(1895) (7894) (1895) (1894) 
Greece -| Nov. Drehms. 10,781,000 77,848,000 97,378,000 99,371,000 
Bulgaria - - Nov. Lew 6,332,000 8,754,000 63,120,000 | 89,889,000 
Egypt ‘ -| Sept. - L. Egypt 623,000 718,000 | 5,647,000 | 6,621,000 
Dee. - Dollars 62,190,000 62,735,000 801,663,000 | 676,373,000 
United States - | 1896) (7895) | (1896) (1895) 
Jan. » 64,603,000 67,548,000 | 
(1895) (7894) | (1895) | (7894) 
Mexico* Sept. - - 2,816,000 2,439,000 8,321,000 7,170,000 
- 8,510,000 | 2,989,000 | 11,831,000 | 10,789,000 
British Indiat -| Dee - | Rupees 5,62,94,801 5,79,59,778 50,65,00,955 | 52,08,92,796 
II.—Exports. 
| 
Russia in Europe -| Nov. -| Roubles 55,114,000 | 58,846,000 | 641,144,000 670,793,000 
(1896) | (7895) || (1896) (7895) 
France + Jan. Frs, 262,025,000 248,569,000 | 
(1895) (7894) (1895) | (4894) 
Portugal - - + July - Milreis - 2,506,000 2,228,000 15,224,000 78,572,000 
Italyt - + Dec, -| Lire 114,219,000 , 99,008,000 1,038,278,000 | 1,032,799,000 
1896 (7895) (1896) (7895) 
Austria-Hungary - | Jan. - | Gulden - 52,438,000 55,636,000 
(1895) (1894) (1895) (7894) 
Greece - Nov. Drchms. 7,449,000 5,598,000 / 68,925,000 
Bulgaria - Nov. Lew 11,370,000 6,809,000 |, 72,488,000 65,487,000 
Egypt - - Sept. - | L. Egypt 374,000 406,000 | 6,738,000 8,164,000 
Dec. ;- | Dollars - 92,531, 84,877,000 824,862,000 | 825,702,000 
United States - { (1896) (1895) (1896) (1895) 
| Jan. - ” 87,108,000 87,280,000 
| (1895) (7894) (1895) (1894) 
f| Sept. - 7,364,000 6,288,000 | 21,745,000 20, 
exico Oct. - 9,720,000 | 6,549,000 || 31,465,000 26,785,000 
British Indiat - | Dec, | Rupees 10,15,21,526 | || 80,00,02,821 | 78,97,89,728 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns. 


NotE.—The figures are those of the “special” imports and exports, except in the case of 
Bulgaria, the United States, Mexico, and British India, where the figures are “general,” 


“Special 


exports of domestic produce and manufacture only. : 
* The aggregate figures are for the financial year commencing Ist July. 
+ The aggregate figures are for the financial year commencing 1st April. 
t The figures for Italy for December 1895, and also the aggregate, are based on the official 

valuation for 1895 ; the particulars published for the previous months of 1895 having been b: 

on the valuation for 1894, 


** means, in the case of imports, imports for home consumption ; in the case of exports, 
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XIL—Foreten Trave or Inpta, 


Imports and Exports into and from Britiso INpIA. 


[Mar. 1896. 


Imports f: Forei Exports to Fore 
Countries.* 
Nine Months ended Nine Months ended 
31st December 31st ember 
1895. | 1894. 1895. 1894. 
R. | R. R. R. 
I.—Animals—living 28,63,664 24.76,417 11,11,364 9,19,461 
Il.—Articles of food and drink - |  6,35,08,741 $,84,50,6839 | 21,36,27,083 | 49,99,30,747 
IiI.—Metais and manufactures of — 
A.—Hardware and cutlery 
(including plated-ware) 1,64,22,623 94:67,240 1,833,209 78,798 
B.—Metals » . 4,50,90,144 3,88,27,986 6,82,415 5,50,844 
C.—Machinery and mill-work | 2,15,44,811 1,73,03,287 790 2,485 
D.—Rail Jant and 
yelling (other than | 
stores) - 1,21,65,137 1,25,12,914 _ 
drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, and dyeing 
and tanning materials 1,55,27,069 7,32,85,307 | 10,19,49,818 | 70,04,57,367 
V.—Oils . |  2,42,78,981 138,564,447 55,21,412 58,95,289 
ViI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles - | 3,73,63,643 3,82,87,550 | 29,62,55,018 | 30,72,99,500 
Vil—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
A.—Yarnsand textile fabrics | 21,48,10,156 | 27,53,77,679 | 10,13,07,483 8,90,20,964 
B.—Apparel - |  1,20,84,157 1,09,27,758 15,22,052 12,49,419 
O.—Other articles | 
factured + | 4,68,41,909 | 4,00,67,886 | 505,383,340 | 4,07,05,087 
ToTaL | 50,65,00,955 | 52,08,92,796 | 77,26,43,984 | 74,62,94,599 


Exports of Indian Produce and Manufacture only, 


| | | 
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XXIL—LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 


ANNUAL SERIES, 


Revorts of the Annual Series, 1896, have been issued from Her Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and may be obtained from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, Kast Harding Street, Fleet a E.C. 


No. Place. Price. 
1657 | Réunion . Id, 
1658 | Tokio - - -| 

1659 | Maranham - - - - 
1660 | Copenhagen - - - - Id, 
1661 | Berlin -| id 
1662 | Tehran - - - - - | 
1664 | Manila - . - | 4d, 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad on subjects of 
general and commercial interest have also been issued, and may be obtained from 
the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price. 
387 | Portugal.—Report on the East Coast Route to Mashonaland - 1d. 
388 | on the Iron Industry in ont 

the Betler Ironworks in Hungary - bd. 
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XXIIL—LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 
The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions have been 


issued, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding 
Street, Fleet Street, E.C. :— 


_ 

No. Colony. Year, No. | Colony. Year, 
27 | Mauritius . - + | 1890 85 | Hong Kong - - -| 1892 
28 ambia - 86 | St. Lucia - - 

99 | Hong Kong - - - | ° 87 | Falkland Islands - - 
30 | Ceylon - - 1889 88 | Gold Coast 
$1 | oss 89 | Basutoland - | 1892-93 
$2 | - 1890 90 | Ceylon - 1892 
34 Newfoundland -| 92 | Mauritius - ” 
35 | Jamaica - - - 1889-91 93 Labuan - . - ie 
36 Victoria - - | 1890 94 | British Honduras - 
37 British New Guinea - 1890-91 95 Lagos « 
3s St.Vincent -| 1891 96. | Sierra Leone - - 
39 | Bermuda - 97 | Fiji - - 
41 Gambia - - 1891 |} 100 | British Bechuanaland - | 1892-98 
42 Barbados - 101 | British Guiana 
43 Turks Island 102. | Newfoundland - - 1892 
44 | Bahamas » 103 Jamaica - | 1892-93 
45 | Fiji - - 1890 104 | Victoria 1992 
46 Seychelles 1891 105 | Bermuda - 1893 
j an on, ong - - - 
49 | Gibralta: - - 109 Gbiraltar - - 
50 Falkland Islands - - 110 | Bahamas - 
51 | Leeward Islands - and Caicos Islands - 

andj - Leeward Islands - - 
Grenada- - - | Barbados - 
54 Labuan - - 115 | Zululand - 
55 , British Guiana 116 | British Honduras’ - > 
57 | Mauritius - - 118 | Falkland Islands 
58 | Lagos - 119 rigues ” 
59 ~=Straits Settlements - » 120 | Mauritius - 
60 | Ceylon - 121 Straits Settlements - 
61 | Natal - - |1891-92]] 122 | Labuan ° 
62 Basutoland - - 123 | Basutoland - - | 1893-94 
63 St. Helena -| 1891 124 St. Lucia -| 1893 
64 ierra Leone 125 | St. Helena - 
65. | Jamaica - - | 1891-92] 126 | Ceylon 

| Trinidad and Tobago -| 1891 127 ji - 
67 | Newfoundland - 128 | Grenada - 
68 | British New Guinea - | 1891-92] 129 | Sierra Leone 
69 ictoria - - - | 1891 130 | British Bechuanaland — - | 1893-94 
71 | Bermuda - - 1892 131 British New Guinea and 
72 | Fiji - | 1891 1893-94 
73 | British Honduras 132 | Lagos - | -1893 
74 | Turksand Caicos Islands - | 1890 133 | British Guiana - |1893-94 
75 | Gibraltar - - - | 1892 134 Jamaica - - 
"6 } — Islands - - in 135 | Newfoundland - -| 1893 
77 | Baham: 136 Gold Coast 
78 | Trinidad and Tobago 137 Zululand - - | 1894 
79 | Malta - 188 | Bermuda - 
30 | Gambia 139 | Bahamas 
81 | Straits Settlements 140 | Barbados - 
s2 | Grenada - - 141 Turks and Caicos Islands 
83 | Barbados » 142 | Malta 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. | Colony. Subject. 
1 Gold Coast - Agriculture. 
3 Sierra Leone _ and Botany. 
4 nada - - | Advantages to 
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